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Little Rock Air Force Base Compatible Use Study  

Chapter 2: Current Conditions and the Path Forward 

I. Introduction 
Little Rock AFB is located in Jacksonville, Arkansas, in Pulaski County. The installation is approximately 17 

miles northeast of the city of Little Rock and is part of the Central Arkansas region (see Figure 2-1). Little 

Rock AFB is a key stakeholder that operates in multiple Central Arkansas locations and engages in many 

ways with local communities.  This chapter discusses Little Rock AFB operations and provides a context 

for local communities that may affect or be affected by those operations.  

Little Rock AFB opened on 24 January 

1955 with 6,104 acres donated by 

landowners, valued at $1.2 million in 

1952. Construction of Little Rock AFB 

began on 6 November 1953 and the 

installation was officially activated by 

Strategic Air Command (SAC) on 1 August 

1955, hosting SAC's 384th Bombardment 

Wing (384 BW). In 1960, the Air Force 

(AF) announced that Little Rock AFB 

would house 18 Titan II Intercontinental 

Ballistic Missiles that were to be located 

throughout the state of Arkansas. 

In the 1970s, the installation experienced 

significant changes, with the first C‑130 

Hercules aircraft arriving in March 1970. The installation officially transferred from SAC to Tactical Air 

Command (TAC), with TAC's 314th Tactical Airlift Wing (314 TAW) taking over host wing responsibilities. 

During the 1991 Gulf War, the 314 TAW's two operational C‑130 squadrons and the 189 TAG's C‑130 

squadron supported operations from both the Middle East and European theaters. Later that year, the 

314 TAW was designated as the 314th Airlift Wing (314 AW), and following the disestablishment of TAC 

in 1992, the installation and the 314 AW were transferred to the new Air Mobility Command (AMC). The 

189 TAG was also designated as the 189th Airlift Group (189 AG) the same year, followed by designation 

as the 189th Airlift Wing (189 AW) in 1995.1 

In 1993, the 314 AW was transferred to Air Combat Command (ACC), as part the U.S. Air Force's (USAF’s) 

decision to transfer continental U.S.‑based C‑130s from AMC to ACC. In 1997, the USAF reversed this 

decision, returning most C‑130 airlift back to AMC. However, given the 314 AW's primary training 

mission as the Formal Training Unit (FTU) for C‑130s, the 314 AW was transferred to the Air Education 

and Training Command (AETC), and the installation's two operational Regular Air Force C‑130 squadrons 

 
1 MARCOA Publishing, Inc., Little Rock Air Force Base My Base Guide 2017, 2017, 
https://mybaseguide.com/installation/little-rock-afb/community/history-133.  

Figure 2-1: CUS Study Area Map  

 

https://mybaseguide.com/installation/little-rock-afb/community/history-133
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were organized under the 463d Airlift Group, an AMC unit. In 2008, the 19th Airlift Wing (19 AW) was 

activated at Little Rock AFB and took over the duties, personnel, and aircraft of the inactivating 463rd 

Airlift Group. The 19 AW, part of AMC, took over host wing duties at Little Rock AFB. 

Today, Little Rock AFB is the home of C-130 Combat Airlift – the largest fleet of C-130s and the primary 

C‑130 Hercules training base for the Department of Defense (DOD), training C‑130 pilots, navigators, 

flight engineers, and loadmasters from all branches of the US military in tactical airlift and aerial 

delivery. The 19 AW is assigned to the 18th Air Force of AMC, which is headquartered out of Scott AFB, 

Illinois. It is home to C‑130H and C‑130J aircraft, as well as the C‑130 Center of Excellence (i.e., schools 

for C‑130H and C‑130J crews). In addition to training over 1,200 students each year, 314 AW, a tenant 

unit, has the DOD's largest international flying training program with more than 150 international 

students.2 The 373rd Training Squadron (TRS) Detachment 4 is a tenant unit on Little Rock AFB and 

supports over 808 active, guard, and reserve C-130 units worldwide. The 373 TRS Det. 4 at Little Rock 

AFB trains approximately 1,600 maintainers annually in C-130 maintenance career fields.3  

II. Little Rock AFB 

A. Role of Little Rock AFB in the Air Force Mission 
The host unit at Little Rock AFB is the 19 AW, assigned to AMC, and the wing’s primary mission is to 

provide DOD mission-ready Airmen and support the largest C-130 fleet in the world.4 The mission of the 

19 AW is to “Project and Sustain Agile Combat Airlift” including efforts to provide air transportation for 

airborne forces, their equipment, and supplies with delivery by airdrop, air to land, or extraction.5 The 

19 AW hosts several tenant units, or mission partner units, including the 314th Airlift Wing, 189th Airlift 

Wing, 913th Airlift Group, 373rd TRS Det. 4, and 29th Weapons Squadron. Little Rock AFB also is the 

host to Air National Guard and Air Reserve units including the 189th Airlift Wing from Arkansas Air 

National Guard and the 913th Airlift Group, part of the 22nd Air Force, Air Force Reserve Command. 

B. Little Rock AFB, Other Facilities, and Operational Areas 

Little Rock AFB  

As shown in Figure 2-2, Little Rock AFB is a 6,4618-acre installation with a resident population of 

approximately 3,332 and a working population of approximately 7,200. Comprising roughly the northern 

third of the installation, the airfield includes a 12,000-foot east-west runway and associated aircraft 

operations and maintenance areas. Construction of Little Rock AFB was completed in 1955, and the 

installation was originally designed as a medium jet bomber base. Today, the airfield is used primarily to 

support C-130 air operations. The C-130 airlift training mission at Little Rock AFB requires training areas 

that allow for the dropping of crates, heavy equipment, and personnel without disturbing the local 

community. Drop zones (DZs) and Drop/Landing Zones (LZs) in other locations, including the All-

American LZ and other drop zones described below, provide crucial training opportunities.6 

 
2 ”314th Airlift Wing,” Little Rock AFB, https://www.littlerock.af.mil/Units/314th-Airlift-Wing. 
3 ”19th Airlift Wing,” Little Rock AFB, https://www.littlerock.af.mil/TEAM-LITTLE-ROCK/19th-Airlift-Wing/. 
4 “19th Airlift Wing Public Affairs,” Little Rock AFB, https://www.littlerock.af.mil/Home/Public-
Affairs/videoid/735646/. 
5 ”19th Airlift Wing,” Little Rock AFB, https://www.littlerock.af.mil/TEAM-LITTLE-ROCK/19th-Airlift-Wing/. 
6 Little Rock AFB ICEMAP, September 2017. 

https://www.littlerock.af.mil/Units/314th-Airlift-Wing
https://www.littlerock.af.mil/TEAM-LITTLE-ROCK/19th-Airlift-Wing/
https://www.littlerock.af.mil/Home/Public-Affairs/videoid/735646/
https://www.littlerock.af.mil/Home/Public-Affairs/videoid/735646/
https://www.littlerock.af.mil/TEAM-LITTLE-ROCK/19th-Airlift-Wing/
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Camp Robinson 

Owned by the Arkansas National Guard, Camp Robinson is a 32,000-acre facility located approximately 

five miles west of Little Rock AFB. Camp Robinson includes a 471-acre site known as the All-American LZ. 

Little Rock AFB utilizes this drop/landing zone as a tenant and does not maintain real property 

accountability at this site.7 The All-American LZ enables Little Rock AFB units to conduct airdrops and 

assault landings. Approximately 105 busy-day operations occur at the LZ, and 42 percent of operations 

occur during evening hours (10:00 p.m.–7:00 a.m.).8  

 

Blackjack Drop Zone 

As part of its mission, Little Rock AFB’s 19 AW owns and utilizes a 310-acre site near Romance, Arkansas, 

as a DZ. Known as the Blackjack DZ, the site is located approximately 23 miles north of the main base in 

White County.9 The DZ is used frequently by Little Rock AFB to perform airdrop personnel and 

equipment exercise training as part of the mission of the 19 AW, 314 AW, and 189 AW to provide air 

transportation for airborne forces, their equipment, and supplies with delivery by airdrop, airland, or 

 
7 Little Rock AFB, Integrated Natural Resources Management Plan (INRMP), February 2019. 
8 Little Rock AFB ICEMAP, September 2017. 
9 Little Rock AFB, Integrated Natural Resources Management Plan (INRMP), February 2019. 

Figure 2-2: Satellite view of installation with insets for Camp Robinson and Blackjack  
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extraction. According to the 2011 Air Installations Compatible Use Zones (AICUZ) Study, Blackjack DZ 

totaled 88.5 average busy-day aircraft operations.10 

Herk Drop Zone 

Little Rock AFB also utilizes the Herk DZ at Fort Chaffee, an Army National Guard installation near the 

city of Fort Smith, for both airdrops and assault landings. Fort Chaffee owns and maintains the DZ, 

allowing Little Rock AFB to serve as a user tenant of the site.11 

Other Facilities 

Little Rock AFB occasionally uses DZs at other DOD installations for training operations. The installation 

also has agreements with a number of regional airports for periodic use, including the following: 

• Bill and Hillary Clinton National/Adams Field Airport, 

• Mid Delta Regional Airport, 

• Millington Regional Jetport, 

• Arkansas International Airport, 

• Fort Smith Regional Airport, 

• Springfield-Branson National Airport, 

• Fayetteville Regional Airport at Drake Field, 

• Texarkana Regional Airport, 

• Walnut Ridge Regional Airport, and 

• Stuttgart Municipal Airport.12 

Little Rock AFB Airspace and Flight Patterns 

Little Rock AFB has one active Class B runway which is 12,000 feet by 250 feet, and one assault landing 

strip which is 3,499 feet by 60 feet. Average busy-day aircraft operations at Little Rock AFB total 318 

daily operations, with 132 operations by instrument flight rules and 186 operations by visual flight 

rules.13 The majority of operations at Little Rock AFB are flown to the north, and aircraft typically depart 

to the southwest and arrive from the northeast. Flight tracks at Little Rock AFB are planned to minimize 

noise exposure to the cities of Jacksonville and Sherwood and to minimize conflict with civilian aircraft 

operations.14  

Little Rock AFB-controlled airspace has been established in the Jacksonville region to manage air traffic, 

and Figure 2-3 shows the airspace controlled or used by Little Rock AFB. Class D airspace extends in a 

5.6‑nautical mile (NM) radius around the installation, and Class C airspace extends in a 10‑NM radius 

circle around Bill and Hillary Clinton National Airport (LIT). Bill and Hillary National Airport is located 

approximately 13 miles southwest of the installation and includes Class C and Little Rock AFB’s Class D 

airspace overlap in the southeast through southwest quadrants. All aircraft operating within Class D 

airspace are required to maintain radio communication with the air traffic control facilities. Little Rock 

Approach Control (located at LIT) has authority at altitudes up to 15,000 feet above MSL within 

approximately 30 NM of the airport. Any air traffic flying at altitudes greater than 15,000 feet above MSL 

 
10 Little Rock AFB, Air Installation Compatible Use Zone (AICUZ) Study, June 2011. 
11 Little Rock AFB ICEMAP, September 2017. 
12 Little Rock AFB ICEMAP, September 2017. 
13 Little Rock AFB Installation Development Plan, 2016. 
14 Little Rock AFB, Air Installation Compatible Use Zone (AICUZ) Study, June 2011. 
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are controlled by the Memphis Air Route Traffic Control Center at Memphis International Airport (MEM) 

Tennessee. A special use airspace (SUA), restricted area R-2403A/B, is present in the flying area around 

Camp Robinson, and R-2403A/B can be active up to 16,000 feet above MSL.15  

 

 
15 15 Little Rock AFB ICEMAP, September 2017. 

Figure 2-3: Little Rock AFB Airspace  
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C. Little Rock AFB Units 

 

Host Unit 

The 19 AW serves as the host unit at Little Rock AFB and supports the world's 

largest fleet of C-130 aircraft. As part of AMC’s Global Reach capability, the 

wing's responsibilities range from supplying humanitarian airlift relief to victims 

of disasters, airdropping supplies and troops into the heart of contingency 

operations in hostile areas, and supporting installation partners as the host unit. 

The 19 AW consists of four major organizations: 19th Operations Group, 19th 

Maintenance Group, 19th Mission Support Group, and 19th Medical Group. The 

19th Operations Group plans, trains, and executes air and space power for 

operational levels of war. The 19th Maintenance Group performs all 

maintenance on assigned C‑130 aircraft. The 19th Mission Support Group 

provides support and logistics functions, which include contracting, civil 

engineer, communications, security forces, force support, and logistic readiness 

squadrons. The 19th Medical Group provides responsive care and services to 

the installation population and ensures a fit and medically ready active duty 

force. 

Tenant Units 

 

The 314th Airlift Wing (Air Education and Training Command) is the nation's 

tactical airlift "Center of Excellence" and trains C-130 aircrew members from 

the Department of Defense, Coast Guard, and 47 partner nations. The wing flies 

6,115 hours annually and uses two local drop zones, two local assault landing 

zones, 10 regional airfields, and 50 flight simulators/training devices to train 

more than 1,200 students annually, including more than 150 international 

students in DOD's largest international flying training program.16 

The 189th Airlift Wing is a unit of the Arkansas Air National Guard and is an Air 

Education and Training command-gained Formal Training Unit charged with 

effectively training and qualifying C-130H air crew in all crew positions to 

perform combat airlift operations. The wing is the quick response force when 

called to action by the Governor for state active duty. The wing's Rapid 

Augmentation Team is comprised of Guardsmen who respond to aid the state 

of Arkansas and other locations around the Nation as needed.17 

 
16 ”314th Airlift Wing,” Little Rock AFB, https://www.littlerock.af.mil/Units/314th-Airlift-Wing. 
17 “About the 189th Airlift Wing,” 189th Airlift Wing, https://www.189aw.ang.af.mil/About-Us/Fact-
Sheets/Display/Article/1312616/about-the-189th-airlift-wing.  

https://www.littlerock.af.mil/Units/314th-Airlift-Wing
https://www.189aw.ang.af.mil/About-Us/Fact-Sheets/Display/Article/1312616/about-the-189th-airlift-wing
https://www.189aw.ang.af.mil/About-Us/Fact-Sheets/Display/Article/1312616/about-the-189th-airlift-wing
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The 913th Airlift Group is a United States Air Force Reserve unit and provides 

combat-ready Airmen, as well as tactical airlift and agile combat support 

through the C-130J Super Hercules aircraft. The Group began as 22nd Air Force 

Detachment One in October 2010, having an active association with the 50th 

Airlift Squadron, 19th Airlift Wing, Little Rock Air Force Base. Then the 913th 

Airlift Group was activated on July 13, 2014 and became part of 22nd Air Force, 

Air Force Reserve Command. The Group entered into a classic association with 

the 19th Airlift Wing, Little Rock Air Force Base, on December 1, 2015 as a result 

of the Air Force Total Force Integration initiative.18 

The 373 Training Squadron Detachment 4 has a dual role training both MRA 

(Mission Ready Airmen) and new pipeline students straight from initial technical 

school at Sheppard AFB and FTD courses. Advanced journeyman and craftsman-

level training includes new C-130J transition courses that teach basic 

nomenclature and theory of operations of systems and subsystems. New active 

duty, guard, and reserve C-130 Crew Chiefs come through the schoolhouse for a 

19-day course in which Airmen are awarded the 3-skill level aircraft 

maintenance badge upon graduation. Organizationally, Det. 4 is a 

geographically separated unit of the 373d Training Squadron, 982 Training 

Group, 82 Training Wing, Sheppard AFB, Texas.19 

D. Current Operations at Little Rock AFB and Other Facilities 
Current operations for host and tenant units at Little Rock AFB include Air Mobility Operations (Airlift 

and Air Mobility Support) and Combat Support (Force Support).  

Airlift 

Little Rock AFB is the home of unrivaled combat airlift. The mission of the 19 AW is “Project and Sustain 

Agile Combat Airlift.”20 As the nation’s tactical airlift “Center of Excellence,” the 314 AW executes a 

mission to “Build Professional, Combat-Minded C-130 Crewmembers.”21 Airlift operations include 

passenger and cargo movement, humanitarian missions, and special operations and contingency 

operations support. 

Air Mobility Support 

The 19th AW provides air mobility support by sustaining the movement of air personnel and material. 

Air mobility support is part of the global air mobility support system, which consists of a limited number 

of CONUS and en route locations, as well as deployable forces capable of augmenting fixed en route 

locations or establishing operating locations where none exist.22 

 
18 “About the 913th Airlift Group,” 913th Airlift Group, https://www.913ag.afrc.af.mil/About-Us.  
19 “373rd Training Squadron (TRS) Detachment 4,” Little Rock AFB, https://www.littlerock.af.mil/TEAM-LITTLE-
ROCK/Fact-Sheets/Display/Article/356309/373rd-training-squadron-trs-detachment-4/  
20 ”19th Airlift Wing,” Little Rock AFB, https://www.littlerock.af.mil/TEAM-LITTLE-ROCK/19th-Airlift-Wing. 
21 ”314th Airlift Wing,” Little Rock AFB, https://www.littlerock.af.mil/Units/314th-Airlift-Wing. 
22 Little Rock AFB ICEMAP, September 2017. 

https://www.913ag.afrc.af.mil/About-Us
https://www.littlerock.af.mil/TEAM-LITTLE-ROCK/Fact-Sheets/Display/Article/356309/373rd-training-squadron-trs-detachment-4/
https://www.littlerock.af.mil/TEAM-LITTLE-ROCK/Fact-Sheets/Display/Article/356309/373rd-training-squadron-trs-detachment-4/
https://www.littlerock.af.mil/TEAM-LITTLE-ROCK/19th-Airlift-Wing
https://www.littlerock.af.mil/Units/314th-Airlift-Wing
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Force Support 

Force Support ensures warfighting capability by providing manpower and personnel programs, 

life‑sustaining and essential services, and quality‑of‑life programs to support forces across the range of 

military operations. As part of AMC's Global Reach capability, the wing's responsibilities range from 

supplying humanitarian airlift relief to victims of disasters, to airdropping supplies and troops into the 

heart of contingency operations in hostile areas.23 

E. Current Aircraft Operations Little Rock AFB 
Little Rock AFB includes an airfield with a 12,000‑foot Class B runway and the associated facilities 

necessary to maintain the approximately 100 C‑130 aircraft. The airfield averages 515 operations on an 

average busy day. Little Rock AFB also owns the Blackjack Drop Zone (DZ) northeast of the installation in 

White County, and Airmen use the All‑American Landing Zone (LZ) at Camp Robinson to the west. In 

addition, the Toneyville Non-Directional Beacon (NDB) is used for navigation of aircraft to the airfield, 

and is located on a one‑acre parcel in a residential neighborhood north of the installation near the city 

of Cabot. 24 The primary drop zones used by Little Rock AFB aircraft are Blackjack DZ, All-American 

Drop/Landing Zone, and Herk DZ (see Section B). Agreements with numerous regional airports also allow 

for periodic use for transition training and instrument procedures training. 

F. UAS  
Remotely piloted aircraft/unmanned aircraft systems (RPA/UAS) operations among civilian users near 
Little Rock AFB or its operating areas can create airspace restrictions and safety concerns for pilots and 
affect mission operations at the installation. These aircraft, commonly known as drones, are operated 
without a human pilot aboard that is either under remote control by a human operator or by onboard 
computers. There are three different types of UAS operations: 

• Public operations 

• Civil operations 

• Model aircraft operations (hobby or recreational only) 
 

The Federal Aviation Administration (FAA) issues a Certificate of Waiver or Authorization for public 

aircraft operations that permits public agencies and organizations to operate UAS in a designated area. 

The FAA works with the operating agency to develop conditions and limitations to ensure a certain level 

of safety. Examples of public operational uses include law enforcement, firefighting, border patrol, 

disaster relief, search and rescue, agricultural operations, and military training. 

Arkansas drone legislation to date has primarily provided privacy protections, including prohibiting the 

use of drones for voyeurism and conducting surveillance of critical infrastructure such as an electrical 

power generation system, petroleum refinery, or chemical manufacturing facility.25 Through the 

Modernization and Reauthorization Act of 2012, drone operators are required to coordinate with the 

airport operator and airport air traffic control tower if operating a drone within a 5-mile radius of a local 

airport.26 In 2017, the FAA used its existing authority under Title 14 of the Code of Federal Regulations 

(14 CFR) § 99.7, Special Security Instructions, to address national security concerns regarding 

 
23 Burns & McDonnell, Inc. and JG&A, Installation Development Plan for Little Rock Air Force Base. 
24 Little Rock AFB ICEMAP, September 2017. 
25 Arkansas Code, Section 5-60-103(b). 
26 FAA Modernization and Reform Act, Pub.L. 112-95 (2012). 
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unauthorized drone operations over 133 military facilities, including Little Rock AFB, that restrict drone 

flights up to 400 feet within the lateral boundaries of military installations.27 

III. The Community 

A. Demographics 
The Central Arkansas demographic and economic profile provides critical information and insight into 

how historical and emerging trends in population, households, income, labor force, and employment 

may relate to military readiness and compatibility. The Little Rock AFB CUS Study area includes 

Jacksonville, Sherwood, Cabot, North Little Rock, Lonoke, Ward, Austin, and Maumelle and the counties 

of Pulaski, Lonoke, Faulkner, and White. The CUS Study Area focuses on the communities surrounding 

Little Rock AFB that are directly affected by the installation’s current and future missions. The majority 

of Little Rock AFB military and civilian personnel also live in these communities and work hard to be 

good neighbors and support the installation-community relations that enhance mission readiness. While 

the primary focus of this study is on the local region, it is important to note that Little Rock AFB units 

utilize airspace and training areas in locations across the state of Arkansas and portions of the 

neighboring states. Little Rock AFB works with stakeholders at the local, regional, state, and national 

level to protect the military operational areas, including airspace, from incompatible development and 

other encroachment threats.  

1. Growth Trends 

Based on 2010 U.S. Census data, the CUS Study Area is home to over 528,000 people. Historical county 

and city population data (see Table 2-1) indicate an overall trend of slowing population growth 

compared to the significant growth experienced in much of the second half of the 20th century. From 

2010 to 2019, Pulaski County experienced a 2.4 percent increase in population (slightly lower than the 

state average of 3.5 percent), whereas the city of Jacksonville saw a 0.4 percent decrease in 

population.28 Smaller cities, like Cabot and Sherwood, are experiencing higher percentage population 

gains and rapid housing growth.29  

Table 2-1: Regional Population Trends 

Jurisdiction 1900 1950 1990 2000 2010 
City of Jacksonville N/A 2,474 29,101 29,916 28,364 

City of Cabot 294 1,147 8,319 15,261 23,776 

City of Sherwood N/A 717 18,893 21,511 29,523 
City of North Little Rock N/A 44,097 61,741 60,433 62,304 

City of Little Rock 38,307 102,213 175,795 183,133 193,524 

Pulaski County 63,179 196,685 349,660 361,474 382,748 

Lonoke County 22,544 27,278 39,268 52,828 68,356 

White County 24,864 38,040 54,676 67,165 77,076 

State of Arkansas 1,311,564 1,909,511 2,350,624 2,673,400 2,915,918 
Source: U.S. Census Bureau; Metropolitan Area Planning Commission of Pulaski County (Metroplan) 

 
27 FAA, Special Security Instructions, 14 CFR § 99.7 (2017). 
28 U.S. Census Bureau, Population Estimates Program (PEP). 
29 Metroplan, "Metro Trends Demographic Review and Outlook," August 2019, 
www.metroplan.org/sites/default/files/media/publications/DemographicReview2019.pdf.   

http://www.metroplan.org/sites/default/files/media/publications/DemographicReview2019.pdf
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2. Population 

The regional population within the Little Rock AFB CUS Study Area is composed of a mix of urban and 

rural/unincorporated populations (see Table 2-2). Pulaski County consists of a significantly higher 

percentage of urban population, with only 12.3 percent of the county living in rural areas. Conversely, 

slightly more than half of White County lives in rural areas.  

Table 2-2: Urban and Rural Population Counts in 2010 

Jurisdiction Urban Population Urban Population 
as Percentage of 

Total 

Rural Population Rural Population 
as Percentage of 

Total 

Pulaski County 335,759 87.7% 46,989 12.3% 
Lonoke County 37,724 55.2% 30,632 44.8% 

White County 35,210 45.7% 41,866 54.3% 
Source: U.S. Census Bureau 

Although some areas of Central Arkansas have recently seen the lowest population growth rates since 

the 1980s and 1990s, smaller cities and hamlets are experiencing higher rates of growth.30 The more 

established cities of Little Rock and North Little Rock saw an increase of 7.7 percent and 6.8 percent, 

respectively, in housing units from 2000 to 2010. For the same time period, smaller cities such as Cabot 

in Lonoke County, which had a 59.4 percent increase in housing units, saw housing construction soar.31 

Multi-family construction in the region also has exceeded national trends for the majority of quarters 

during the past two years.32 

3. Economy 

Little Rock and Pulaski County have a diverse economy rooted largely in healthcare, aerospace, banking 

and finance, technology, advanced manufacturing, government, education, and agriculture. The 

education, health, and social services sector remains a robust cornerstone of the Central Arkansas 

economy. Commuting patterns of the Central Arkansas region indicate that the majority of jobs are 

found in Little Rock and its immediate suburbs. Based on the most recent data, 56 percent of 

commuters traveled to Little Rock and a total of 84 percent of commuters traveled closer to the regional 

center for work from where they lived.33 

Some of the main industries in Lonoke and White counties include health care and social assistance, 

retail trade, manufacturing, and education. Agriculture, including crops such as rice and soybeans as well 

as livestock and timber, has historically been a major factor in the economic growth of these areas and 

 
30 Wesley Brown, “Metroplan: Suburban, commuter-driven workforce generates $40 billion boost to Central 
Arkansas economy,” Talk Business & Politics, July 13, 2017, https://talkbusiness.net/2017/07/metroplan-suburban-
commuter-driven-workforce-generates-40-billion-boost-to-central-arkansas-economy.  
31 Metroplan, “Central Arkansas Housing Units by Community,” 
http://metroplan.org/sites/default/files/HousingUnits-MSA_1990-2010_Census.pdf. 
32 Metroplan, "Metro Trends Demographic Review and Outlook," August 2019, 
http://metroplan.org/sites/default/files/media/publications/DemographicReview2019.pdf.  
33 Metroplan, "Metro Trends Demographic Review and Outlook," 2017, 
http://metroplan.org/sites/default/files/media/publications/DemographicReview2017.pdf.  

https://talkbusiness.net/2017/07/metroplan-suburban-commuter-driven-workforce-generates-40-billion-boost-to-central-arkansas-economy
https://talkbusiness.net/2017/07/metroplan-suburban-commuter-driven-workforce-generates-40-billion-boost-to-central-arkansas-economy
http://metroplan.org/sites/default/files/HousingUnits-MSA_1990-2010_Census.pdf
http://metroplan.org/sites/default/files/media/publications/DemographicReview2019.pdf
http://metroplan.org/sites/default/files/media/publications/DemographicReview2017.pdf
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continues to be an economic driver. Lonoke County has over 367,000 acres of farmland and White 

County has over 344,000 acres of farmland.34 

The median household income in Pulaski County is approximately $50,093, slightly higher than the state 

median household income of $45,726.35 Employment and earnings data for the various industry sectors 

in the region are provided in Table 2-3. In 2019, the unemployment rate for the region averaged 3.1 

percent, which is comparable to the state unemployment rate of 3.5 percent and the national rate of 3.6 

percent for the same time period.36 

Table 2-3: Employment by Major Industry Sector in Little Rock-North Little Rock-Conway, AR 

Metropolitan Statistical Area 

Occupation Employment Percent of Total 
Employment 

Annual Mean Wage 

Office and 
Administrative Support 

46,720 13.3% $37,240 

Sales 36,320 10.4% $38,030 

Food Preparation and 
Serving 

31,720 9.1% $23,040 

Transportation and 
Material Moving 

29,940 8.6% $33,700 

Healthcare 29,020 8.3% $72,130 
Management 21,800 6.2% $95,000 

Business and Financial 
Operations 

20,950 6.0% $60,400 

Education 19,440 5.6% $55,940 
Production 16,960 4.8% $35,880 

Installation, 
Maintenance, and Repair 

16,410 4.7% $43,580 

Healthcare Support 14,730 4.2% $28,360 

Construction and 
Extraction 

12,090 3.5% $40,270 

Source: U.S. Bureau of Labor Statistics, May 2019 Metropolitan and Nonmetropolitan Area Occupational Employment and 

Wage Estimates 

B. Economic Impacts of Little Rock AFB on the Community 
The DOD contributes billions of dollars each year to state economies through the operation of military 

installations. This spending helps sustain local communities by creating employment opportunities 

across a wide range of sectors, both directly and indirectly. Active duty and civilian employees spend 

their military wages on locally produced goods and services, while pensions and other benefits provide 

retirees and dependents a reliable source of income. States and communities also benefit from defense 

 
34 USDA, National Agricultural Statistics Service, "County Summary Highlights," 2017 Census of Agriculture - County 
Data. 
35 U.S. Census Bureau, Population Estimates Program (PEP). 
36 Arkansas Division of Workforce Services, “2020 April Arkansas Labor Market Report,” 
http://www.discover.arkansas.gov/Portals/194/Publications/Arkansas%20Labor%20Market/Current/LM_Report.p
df.  

http://www.discover.arkansas.gov/Portals/194/Publications/Arkansas%20Labor%20Market/Current/LM_Report.pdf
http://www.discover.arkansas.gov/Portals/194/Publications/Arkansas%20Labor%20Market/Current/LM_Report.pdf
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contracts with private companies for equipment, supplies, construction, and various services such as 

health care and information technology. 

Little Rock AFB is the fifth largest employer in the state of Arkansas and plays a crucial role in the Central 

Arkansas regional economy, as shown in Table 2-44. The majority of active-duty and civil service 

members who work at Little Rock AFB live either in on-base housing or in the nearby cities of 

Jacksonville and Cabot.   

Table 2-4: Little Rock AFB Economic Impact (FY19) 

Total Military Payroll $247,502,200 

Total Civilian Payroll $57,131,226 

Total Annual Expenditures (Construction; Services; 
Materials, Equipment & Supplies) 

$407,187,832 

Estimated Annual Dollar Value of Indirect Jobs Created $114,710,960 

Total Economic Impact $782,584,308 
Source: Little Rock AFB, Economic Impact Statement FY19 

C. Growth-Related Infrastructure 
The term infrastructure typically refers to the technical structures that support a society, such as roads, 

water supply, sewer, storm drains, electrical grids, and telecommunications. It can be defined as the 

physical components of interrelated systems providing commodities and services essential to enable, 

sustain, or enhance societal living. 

1. Water and Wastewater 

Water and wastewater infrastructure acts as a driver of development and potential encroachment by 

guiding potential new development and allowing for increased density in developed areas. In 2001, the 

Little Rock water utility and North Little Rock Water Department merged to form the Central Arkansas 

Water System, which serves a population of 388,000 across the Greater Little Rock-North Little Rock 

area.37 The City of Jacksonville receives water from the North Little Rock municipal system. Water is 

drawn from Lake Maumelle and Lake Winona, treated by the Central Arkansas Water System at Little 

Rock, distributed by the North Little Rock municipal system, and piped to Jacksonville and Little Rock 

AFB.38 Lake Maumelle is a 8,900-acre manmade lake located in west Pulaski County that provides 

approximately 65 percent of the daily demand for the Central Arkansas Water System, and Lake Winona 

is a 1,240-acre manmade lake in Saline County that supplies 35 percent of the daily system wide 

demand.  

Wastewater at Little Rock AFB and across the city of Jacksonville is collected in the sanitary sewer 

system and piped to the Jacksonville Municipal Wastewater Treatment System for treatment. Little Rock 

AFB does not have any on-base pre-treatment facilities for sanitary or other wastewater. The Johnson 

Plant, constructed in 1985-1988, serves as Jacksonville’s only municipal wastewater treatment plant. 

The treated wastewater is released into Bayou Metro, a tributary of the Arkansas River.39  

 
37 Central Arkansas Water, “Water Source Info,” http://www.carkw.com/water-source-info.  
38 Little Rock AFB, Integrated Natural Resources Management Plan (INRMP), February 2019.  
39 Jacksonville Wastewater Utility, “Jacksonville Wastewater Utility,” https://www.jwwu.com/index.html.  

http://www.carkw.com/water-source-info
https://www.jwwu.com/index.html
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Little Rock AFB maintains permits issued by Arkansas Department of Environmental Quality (ADEQ) and 

Jacksonville Wastewater Utility to discharge stormwater runoff at four outfall locations. The outfall 

locations are monitored annually by Little Rock AFB personnel.40 

2. Transportation 

The Little Rock-North Little Rock area of Central Arkansas is the largest urban area in the state, and 

Pulaski County is served by Interstate 40, Interstate 30, U.S. Highway 65, and U.S. Highways 67/167. 

Little Rock AFB is located approximately 15 miles northeast of Interstate Highways 30 and 40 and 

directly west of U.S. Highway 67/167. As the Little Rock-North Little Rock-Conway metropolitan area 

continues to grow, undeveloped areas within Pulaski County are likely to continue to see new 

commercial and residential developments. These new developments will necessitate the need for new 

transportation alternatives, including the improvement of existing roadways and construction of new 

roadways. The Master Road Plan of Pulaski County provides a strategy for improving the roadway 

network within the county to serve both existing and future development. This plan also uses the 

adopted City of Jacksonville Master Street Plan as the basis for roadway classification within the 

municipal planning jurisdiction.41 

The Arkansas Department of Transportation (ARDOT) and Metroplan have conducted a study on the 

proposed development of an east-west Arkansas 89 corridor that would provide a route from U.S. 

67/167 in Cabot to Interstate 40 in Mayflower. The proposed route runs directly north of Camp 

Robinson and would pass near Little Rock AFB and directly under the flight path for C-130 aircraft. 

Although the section by Camp Robinson would remain a two-lane road, the section near Little Rock AFB 

could be upgraded to a four-lane roadway as traffic warrants.42 Road construction and improvement 

projects can encourage development that is incompatible with the Little Rock AFB mission if not 

coordinated with installation personnel. An ARDOT project to widen a section of U.S. 67/167 along 

Vandenberg Boulevard is expected to ease the majority of traffic concerns associated with the 

Vandenberg Gate at Little Rock AFB.   

Rock Region METRO serves as the public transit system for the cities of Little Rock, North Little Rock, 

Maumelle, Jacksonville, Sherwood, and Pulaski County. Three different branches comprise Rock Region 

METRO: METRO local, a fixed‑route bus service; METRO Streetcar, a 3.4‑mile rail system that operates in 

Little Rock and North Little Rock; and METRO Links, a custom paratransit service. The system carries 

over 2.5 million passengers each year. METRO Streetcar serves 100,000 riders annually, METRO Local 

serves between 9,500 to 10,000 riders on weekdays, and METRO Links serves 7,500 to 8,500 

paratransit‑eligible riders per month.43 

The Bill and Hillary Clinton National Airport (LIT) located directly east of downtown Little Rock is the 

largest commercial airport in Arkansas. Managed by the Little Rock Municipal Airport Commission, 

Clinton National Airport hosts six airlines to 14 destinations and serves nearly two million passengers 

 
40 Little Rock AFB, Integrated Natural Resources Management Plan (INRMP), February 2019. 
41 Little Rock AFB ICEMAP, September 2017. 
42 Noel Oman, “Officials briefed on revised Central Arkansas route prospects; vision is Cabot, Mayflower link,” 
Arkansas Democrat-Gazette, May 31, 2018, https://www.arkansasonline.com/news/2018/may/31/officials-
briefed-on-revised-89-prospec/.  
43 Rock Region Metropolitan Transit Authority, 2020 Annual Budget Report, https://rrmetro.org/wp-
content/uploads/2020/02/2020_Annual_Budget_Report.pdf.  

https://www.arkansasonline.com/news/2018/may/31/officials-briefed-on-revised-89-prospec/
https://www.arkansasonline.com/news/2018/may/31/officials-briefed-on-revised-89-prospec/
https://rrmetro.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/02/2020_Annual_Budget_Report.pdf
https://rrmetro.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/02/2020_Annual_Budget_Report.pdf
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annually.44 In 2019, the Commission approved a $10 million plan to expand the terminal ramp space to 

accommodate more parking for airliners. Airlines have switched from smaller regional jets to larger 

mainline jets with the growth in passenger traffic.45 The Commission is in the process of preparing a new 

master plan to guide airport development and improvements for the next 20 years.  

3. Defense Community Infrastructure Program 

The Defense Community Infrastructure Program (DCIP) is a pilot program through the DOD Office of 

Economic Adjustment that authorizes the Secretary of Defense to make grants, conclude cooperative 

agreements, and supplement funds available under other Federal programs to address deficiencies in 

community infrastructure supportive of a military installation if the Secretary determines that such 

assistance will enhance the military value. This program may be leveraged to support growth-related 

community infrastructure improvements that promote compatibility with military readiness.  

D. Community Partnerships 
The Jacksonville Military/Governmental Relations and North Little Rock Military Relations Committees 

are part of the Jacksonville and North Little Rock Chambers of Commerce, respectively, and are 

composed of chamber members. They promote goodwill between Little Rock AFB and the community, 

assist in the integration of military personnel to the region, coordinate efforts to strengthen current 

missions, assist in possible new missions, and implement measures to ensure Little Rock AFB’s future.  

The Little Rock Air Force Base Community Council is a civilian nonprofit organization made up of central 

Arkansas community leaders who are dedicated to serving Little Rock AFB, its mission, and its people. 

Little Rock AFB also has a long history of engaging with and helping out local communities. Little Rock 

AFB personnel actively volunteer for a variety of community programs and initiatives including Eagle’s 

Watch Foundation, Gifts for Families, Fisher House, Air Force Aid Society, Air Force Spouse, and AF 

Wounded Warrior. 46 

Little Rock AFB is one of many Air Force installations across the country that has taken part in the Air 

Force Community Partnership Program. The program is designed to leverage military and local 

community capabilities and resources to obtain value and benefit in support of the AF mission. This 

program explores cost‑saving opportunities through innovative partnerships and shared services with 

local communities, government agencies, and businesses. Partnerships between Little Rock AFB and the 

surrounding communities include the following: 

• Jacksonville–Little Rock AFB University Center  

• Potential construction of a city-installation commercial/retail facility 

• Energy and electrical upgrades through Entergy Corporation 

The 189 AW’s 223rd Cyberspace Operations Squadron supported the establishment of a new Cyber 

Security Program at Jacksonville High School. Cyber operators from the wing, in coordination with cyber 

instructors at the school, developed the course and rose to the challenge to inspire and educate future 

cyber operators and Air National Guardsmen. The 223rd, whose prior experience involves the East 

 
44 Bill and Hillary Clinton National Airport, “About Us,” https://www.clintonairport.com/airport-business/our-
impact/about-us/.  
45 Noel Oman, “$9.9M Little Rock airport expansion backed,” Arkansas Democrat-Gazette, May 15, 2019, 
https://www.arkansasonline.com/news/2019/may/15/airport-panel-backs-expansion-20190515/?news-politics.  
46 Little Rock AFB ICEMAP, September 2017. 

https://www.clintonairport.com/airport-business/our-impact/about-us/
https://www.clintonairport.com/airport-business/our-impact/about-us/
https://www.arkansasonline.com/news/2019/may/15/airport-panel-backs-expansion-20190515/?news-politics
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Initiative in the West Little Rock area, provided courses in wireless encryption security and showed the 

students the importance of good 

encryption and strong 

passwords. With the rapid 

growth of the cybersecurity 

industry, the addition of the 

program at Jacksonville High 

School will help lead to career 

paths and economic growth 

within the cybersecurity sector.  

The Association of Defense 

Communities recognized Central 

Arkansas as one of the 2020 

Great American Defense 

Communities for this community 

partnership initiative with Little 

Rock AFB.47  

At the state level, the 

Governor’s Military Affairs 

Committee was established in 

2015 to bring together public and private leaders around the state to advocate for Arkansas’ military 

installations and missions. Through the Arkansas Economic Development Commission, the Military 

Affairs Grant Program provides funding for projects and programs that strengthen and sustain the 

state’s military installations. Resources and support from the Governor’s Military Affairs Committee and 

the Arkansas Economic Development Commission may be available to support military readiness and 

community compatibility.  

IV. Areas of Potential Conflict  

A. Urban Growth   
Many factors, including urban growth, require strong coordination and planning among Little Rock AFB 

and nearby communities. Urban growth includes the expanding development of nearby communities 

that may result in additional housing and infrastructure, population densities, and changing land use 

patterns. Urban growth can become a potential driver and root cause of other encroachment concerns 

identified below including noise, light pollution, and energy development.48 

The area surrounding Little Rock AFB is largely composed of scattered suburban development that is 

increasing at a modest rate. Some local city and county ordinances lack current adequate land use 

restrictions to effectively protect land around the installation and its operational areas. Several of the 

counties and municipalities surrounding Little Rock AFB do not currently have zoning or other land use 

 
47 Master Sgt. Jessica Roles, “Jacksonville community awarded Great American Defense Communities award,” 
189th Airlift Wing, https://www.189aw.ang.af.mil/News/Article-Display/Article/2099387/jacksonville-community-
awarded-great-american-defense-communities-award.  
48 Department of the Air Force, Air Force Instruction 90-2001 Mission Sustainment, 31 July 2019. 

Figure 2-4: Team Little Rock honorary commanders are given 

opportunities to learn about the Air Force and the mission at Little 

Rock AFB. (U.S. Air Force photo by Senior Airman Grace Nichols) 

https://www.189aw.ang.af.mil/News/Article-Display/Article/2099387/jacksonville-community-awarded-great-american-defense-communities-award
https://www.189aw.ang.af.mil/News/Article-Display/Article/2099387/jacksonville-community-awarded-great-american-defense-communities-award
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restrictions. Certain types of development could be incompatible with the military mission. Urban 

growth alco could be a potential driver to exacerbate other potential encroachment factors such as 

increased noise complaints, more safety concerns due to incompatible development in APZs, and more 

competition for energy and water infrastructure.49 

While incompatible urban growth concerns are often addressed with land use controls in local 

jurisdictions, gaps may occur in jurisdictions that lack zoning regulations. However, Arkansas Code 14-

56-426 (Act 540 of 2005) stipulates that cities of the first class within 5 miles of an active-duty USAF 

installation must enact a city ordinance restricting or prohibiting future land uses that might be 

hazardous to aircraft operations within the city’s five-mile extraterritorial jurisdiction. The City of 

Jacksonville consequently adopted an AICUZ Overlay District that applies to the future development and 

use of land within the Little Rock AFB CZ, APZ I, and APZ II. The overlay district provides density 

restrictions, compatible future land uses, and construction requirements for sound attenuation, each of 

which are based on the recommendations in the Little Rock AFB AICUZ Study. However, the AICUZ 

Overlay District does not incorporate all of the AICUZ recommendations, including those related to noise 

impacts.  

Similar to Jacksonville’s overlay district, the City of Sherwood adopted an AICUZ overlay district in 

2007.50 Current Jacksonville and Sherwood ordinances allow residential uses within the CZ and APZs; 

which is inconsistent with both the 2011 Little Rock AFB AICUZ and AFH 32-7084,AICUZ Program 

Manager’s Guide.51 The City of Cabot has not adopted an overlay district or any other regulations that 

would protect Little Rock AFB from incompatible uses and development. 

B. Accident Potential 
Allowing additional 

incompatibilities in the Clear 

Zone (CZ) or Accident Potential 

Zones (APZs) could have 

significant impacts on flight 

operations and could increase 

risks to the community. All 414 

acres of the CZ are located within 

the boundary of Little Rock AFB, 

but there are existing land uses 

within the APZ I and APZ II that 

extend off-base and are 

incompatible with Little Rock 

AFB’s mission and operations.52 

The overlay districts adopted by 

City of Jacksonville and City of 

Sherwood to satisfy AICUZ 

 
49 Little Rock AFB ICEMAP, September 2017. 
50 Little Rock AFB, Air Installation Compatible Use Zone (AICUZ) Study, June 2011. 
51 Little Rock AFB ICEMAP, September 2017. 
52 Little Rock AFB Installation Development Plan, 2016. 

Figure 2-5: Little Rock AFB Clear Zones and Accident Potential Zones  
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requirements do not apply to present land uses and do not address existing incompatible development. 

Existing and future incompatible development in the APZs could have devastating effects on the 

installation and surrounding community if an aircraft were to have an accident during approach or 

takeoff. After studies and analysis completed by the State of Arkansas, the majority of the populations 

of the cities and counties adjacent to Little Rock AFB have grown at a faster pace due to the existence of 

the installation.53 

C. Noise 
Little Rock AFB has self-imposed 

aircraft overflight restrictions, 

including traffic patterns and 

altitudes, that limit the use of 

airspace over surrounding 

communities to minimize the 

effects of aircraft noise. The 

majority of operations at Little 

Rock AFB head north of the 

runway in the more sparsely 

populated areas of Lonoke, 

Pulaski, and White counties. 

Because of this, most Little Rock 

AFB noise zones are located 

north of the installation. There 

are 1,786 acres of land outside 

the installation boundary that is within the 65–69 dBA DNL noise zones, and a total of 331 acres in the 

70–74 dBA DNL or higher noise zones. These lands are primarily in Pulaski County but also include land 

in Lonoke County and City of Cabot. Compatible uses beneath airspace are required for Little Rock AFB 

to conduct its mission to train and educate student pilots. Urban growth and incompatible development 

in these areas could increase noise complaints and lead to additional avoidance areas and restrictions 

on air operations that would significantly limit the installation’s ability to maintain mission readiness.   

D. Light Pollution 
Approximately 42 percent of the total daily operations at the Blackjack DZ and All-American LZ occur 

during nighttime hours (10:00 p.m.–7:00 a.m).54 Light pollution can severely impede Little Rock AFB’s 

ability to conduct realistic nighttime training. Although the landing zones and drop zones used by Little 

Rock AFB are primarily located in rural, minimally developed areas, an increase in development in these 

surrounding communities could lead to future concerns with light pollution.  

E. Renewable Energy  
The development, siting, distribution, or transmission of energy resources, including wind energy, can 

create conflicts in airspace training, which can cause encroachment and sustainment challenges for Air 

Force installations. Wind turbine infrastructure can affect spectrum dependent systems (e.g., radars, 

microwave systems, and satellite communications systems), and the turbines and other tall structures 

 
53 Little Rock AFB ICEMAP, September 2017. 
54 Little Rock AFB ICEMAP, September 2017. 

Figure 2-6: Little Rock AFB Noise Zones  
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can obstruct low-level flight training and testing. There are no known current issues with renewable 

energy development affecting Little Rock AFB, but increasing growth in the renewable energy sector is 

occurring at a rapid pace and new technological improvements may create opportunities for energy 

development in new areas that have not been viable previously. As regional alternative energy 

development increases, it could lead to the risk of incompatible land use near the installation or its 

operational areas. 

F. Traffic 
Concerns have been identified about traffic delays that occur in association with security protocols at 

gate entrances to Little Rock AFB, in particular at the main gate at Vandenburg Boulevard. More than 

half of participants in the Little Rock AFB CUS Survey (see Appendix A) responded that they experience 

traffic delays at least occasionally. However, more than 90 percent of respondents indicated no more 

than a minor concern or impact due to traffic delays. The installation works with local authorities to plan 

transportation improvements that may affect traffic and continues to monitor conditions. As discussed 

previously in the Growth-Related Infrastructure section, there is an ongoing ARDOT construction project 

to widen Vandenberg Boulevard that is expected to ease many of the traffic issues at Vandenberg Gate. 

G. Water 
Little Rock AFB was one of 203 installations identified by the Air Force as potential release locations for 

aqueous film forming foam (AFFF), a firefighting agent containing perfluorooctane sulfonate (PFOS)/ 

perfluorooctanoic acid (PFOA) and used by emergency fire response teams at commercial airports, the 

Air Force, and other services to combat petroleum-based fires. Little Rock AFB replaced legacy AFFF in 

its fire vehicles with a replacement foam in 2016. The base also retrofitted its fire vehicles with a system 

that prevents foam discharge during equipment testing. All hangar fire suppression systems and vehicles 

have had legacy AFFF removed.  

The Air Force Civil Engineer Center (AFCEC) completed a preliminary assessment in December 2015 that 

identified 22 potential release areas where AFFF was used at Little Rock AFB. Fourteen of the sites were 

recommended for sampling as part of the base-wide site inspection. AFCEC samples on-base ground 

water and surface water sources in December 2018 and January 2019, and the sampling yielded results 

above the lifetime health advisory (LHA) level for 3 surface water samples and 10 shallow groundwater 

samples, which are not affecting drinking water sources.  

As part of the Air Force’s ongoing site inspection process to evaluate PFOS/PFOA, monitoring wells were 

installed down gradient of known Air Force source areas, which detected groundwater levels of PFOS 

and PFOA and warranted the investigation of off-base water wells. In July 2020, off-base sampling of off-

base and private wells identified for additional sampling was complete. The AFCEC inspection team 

tested wells down gradient of known source areas on the installation, where groundwater levels of PFOS 

and PFOA were previously detected. Precise results will not be available until the validation process is 

complete within four to six weeks, after all regulatory and legal requirements are met. Upon 

completion, official results will be sent to all owners. Although there are no U.S. Environmental 

Protection Agency or state regulatory limits or clean-up standards regarding PFOS/PFOA, the Air Force 

continues to investigate and monitor drinking water sources near the base. 
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H. Other Areas of Potential Conflict  
In 2017, Little Rock AFB analyzed other encroachment factors identified below with future potential to 

affect military readiness, but analysis determined these factors did not appear to be major issues at that 

time. The military attempts to mitigate these encroachment impacts through service-level programs, 

like the CUS program, and to manage encroachment through established and effective collaborative 

land use planning processes. 

• Spectrum – Although there are no existing concerns regarding installation communications and 

the use of electromagnetic spectrum for Little Rock AFB units, access to frequency spectrum is a 

growing national concern. There is competition for frequency spectrum due to the increase in 

consumer communications devices coupled with an increasing need for adequate spectrum in 

DOD training activities.  

• Energy – The development, siting, distribution, or transmission of energy resources, including 

wind energy, can create conflicts in airspace training, which can cause encroachment and 

sustainment challenges for Air Force installations. Although there are no current challenges, 

future large-scale commercial wind farms or other incompatible energy development facilities 

near Little Rock AFB and its training and operational areas could interfere with air operations 

and communications. 

• Natural Factors / Climate Effects – While no major immediate challenges are expected, long-

term impacts to military and community stakeholders may include increased risks to people, 

infrastructure, and natural resources due to higher potential for fire and more frequent strong 

storm events. Increased heat may restrict military training days and increased precipitation and 

storm events may cause challenges/restrictions on vehicle movements and potential limits on 

military airborne training. Natural resource managers may experience increased management 

requirements and more resources needed to prevent negative impacts from invasive species 

propagation. Changes in precipitation patterns and increased heat may cause stress on water 

quality and quantity.  

• Natural/Cultural Resources – There have been confirmed sightings of the interior least stern 

(Sterna antillarum athalassos), a federally listed endangered species, at Little Rock AFB, and the 

installation maintains an awareness program and follows protocols approved by the U.S. Fish 

and Wildlife Service. Other rare and sensitive species have been found on or near the 

installation or operational areas, but the species and their habitat do not constrain the 

installation’s ability to complete its mission.55 Several cultural resources surveys have found a 

total of four prehistoric archeological sites and 34 historic archeological sites. Several Cold War-

era buildings are eligible for listing in the National Register of Historic Places, but there are 

currently no National Register-listed properties at Little Rock AFB.56 Little Rock AFB maintains 

natural and cultural resources management programs to mitigate and prevent impacts from on-

base activities, and there are no current constraints or compliance issues.  

V. Environmental Resources Program and Management  
As specified in Air Force Instruction (AFI) 32-7001, Environmental Management, Little Rock AFB must 

comply with all applicable environmental compliance program requirements. Although most of these 

 
55 Little Rock AFB ICEMAP, September 2017. 
56 Little Rock AFB, Integrated Cultural Resources Management Plan (ICRMP), 2015. 
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environmental compliance areas are not directly related to land use compatibility off the installation, a 

brief description of each is included for context. 

Air Quality Management 

Little Rock AFB is in the Central Arkansas Intrastate Air Quality Control Region established by the U.S. 

Environmental Protection Agency and administered by the ADEQ. Pulaski County is in attainment for all 

criteria pollutants. Little Rock AFB operates under a Synthetic Minor Air Permit issued by the ADEQ. The 

Synthetic Minor Permit allows for self-imposed limits that, when followed, will ensure the installation’s 

emissions will remain below Title V levels.57 

Hazardous Waste Management 

Hazardous wastes at Little Rock AFB are generated from routine activities including maintenance and 

corrosion control of aircraft, vehicle and support equipment maintenance, general maintenance, 

munitions storage and disposal, medical services, and laboratory operations. Little Rock AFB maintains a 

Hazardous Waste Management Plan and a Spill Prevention Plan. The installation does not have a permit 

for treatment, storage, or disposal of hazardous waste and therefore removes waste from the 

installation within 90 days.58 

Water Quality Management 

Pursuant to the utilities privatization program, Jacksonville Water Works assumes all maintenance and 

water quality responsibilities on Little Rock AFB.59 The 2019 Little Rock AFB Annual Drinking Water 

Quality Report did not indicate any levels of contaminants in excess of the U.S. Environmental 

Protection Agency’s drinking water standards.60 

Installation Restoration Program 

Little Rock AFB implemented the Installation Restoration Program (IRP) to comply with applicable laws 

and regulations and to ensure that present and future waste and resource management practices at the 

installation will protect human health and the environment. Currently, the installation is under an 

Arkansas Consent Administrative Order concerning past releases of hazardous materials. The installation 

has assumed the role of the “lead agency” and is actively pursuing cleanup at all sites, consistent with 

Federal and State regulations and guidance. The IRP currently includes preliminary assessment and 

remedial investigation/ feasibility studies to determine the disposition of hazardous waste sites 

identified at the installation. The program is administered through 19 CES/CEIER and is supported by 

Public Affairs and the Staff Judge Advocate Office. While Little Rock AFB currently has 55 IRP sites, only 

two sites are active and in Remedial Action-Operation phase.61 

Solid Waste Management and Resource Recovery 

Solid waste management and resource recovery must be in compliance with statutory and procedural 

requirements including the Resource Conservation and Recovery Act of 1976, Regulation No. 22 Solid 

Waste Management Rules of the Arkansas Pollution Control and Ecology Commission, and Executive 

 
57 Little Rock AFB, Integrated Natural Resources Management Plan (INRMP), February 2019. 
58 Little Rock AFB, Integrated Natural Resources Management Plan (INRMP), February 2019. 
59 Little Rock AFB, Integrated Natural Resources Management Plan (INRMP), February 2019. 
60 Jacksonville Water Works, U.S. Air Force Base – Little Rock 2019 Annual Drinking Water Quality Report, 2019. 
61 Little Rock AFB, Integrated Natural Resources Management Plan (INRMP), February 2019. 
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Order (EO) 13834. Little Rock AFB’s hazardous waste program provides guidance for waste 

identification, storage, transportation, disposal, landfill operations, and underground storage tanks.62 

Natural Resources Management Program 

The commander of the 19 AW at Little Rock AFB is responsible for compliance with federal, state, and 

local environmental laws and regulations, including the Sikes Act of 1960, National Environmental Policy 

Act, and Endangered Species Act. Only 2,300 acres at Little Rock AFB are classified as urban land; the 

remaining acreage consist of woodlands, grasslands, fields, wetlands, open water bodies, and riparian 

areas. The installation includes a variety of terrestrial habitats as well as limited aquatic habitats, and 

Little Rock AFB is home to the interior least tern (Sterna antillarum athalassos), a federally and state-

endangered species.  

As mandated by the Sikes Act as amended by the Sikes Act Improvement Act of 1997, the Little Rock AFB 

INRMP is designed to provide an interdisciplinary approach to management and stewardship of 

installation natural resources within the framework of ecosystem management. Little Rock AFB is 

designated as a Category I Natural Resources Installation and updates the INRMP every five years with 

annual reviews by installation officials to identify minor updates and track implementation.63 

Wastewater Management Program 

The City of Jacksonville regulates the permit issued to the installation for the discharge of wastewater to 

the Jacksonville sanitary wastewater collection system.64 The Jacksonville Wastewater Utility (JWWU) 

has not received a National Pollutant Discharge Elimination System permit violation for at least 25 

consecutive years.65 In 2019, five of the nine sanitary sewer overflows experienced by JWWU were in 

the Little Rock AFB system and all were corrected. JWWU maintains a daily cleaning, televising, and 

investigative program with a three-year routine cleaning schedule and has no stated budget issues.66 

Storm Water Management Program 

Little Rock AFB is authorized to discharge stormwater under the National Pollutant Discharge 

Elimination System and the Arkansas Water and Air Pollution Control Act. Little Rock AFB maintains a 

Storm Water Management Plan, and Civil Engineering conducts annual monitoring of storm water 

outfall locations and routine inspection and maintenance of the grit chambers. Interviews have 

identified repair or improvement needs for a dammed lake on the installation with a concern that if it 

fails, downstream impacts could affect off-base properties. However, design of the needed 

improvements to the dam are anticipated for completion in FY2021, with improvements completed in 

FY2022. 

Cultural Resources Program and Management 

To protect the cultural resources at Little Rock AFB and to integrate cultural resources management into 

the planning and implementation of construction, training, and land use, an Integrated Cultural 

Resource Management Plan (ICRMP) has been prepared and is reviewed annually by Civil Engineer 

 
62 Little Rock AFB ICEMAP, September 2017. 
63 Little Rock AFB, Integrated Natural Resources Management Plan (INRMP), February 2019. 
64 Little Rock AFB, Integrated Natural Resources Management Plan (INRMP), February 2019. 
65 Jacksonville Wastewater Utility, Financial Statements and Independent Auditor’s Reports, December 31, 2016. 
66 Jacksonville Wastewater Utility, CAP for Sanitary Sewer Overflows (SSOs) Annual Progress Report, January 7, 
2020. 
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Squadron/Civil Engineer Environmental Element, with any major revisions required every five years. 

Cultural resources at Little Rock AFB include: 38 archeological sites and 17 localities; one archeological 

site is recommended eligible for inclusion in the National Register of Historic Places (NRHP); Building 258 

has been identified as eligible for inclusion in the NRHP; and 26 buildings were determined potentially 

eligible for inclusion in the NRHP when they reach 50 years of age.67 

 
 

 
67 Little Rock AFB, Integrated Cultural Resources Management Plan (ICRMP), July 2005. 
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