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I. Executive Summary
The purpose of the Compatible Use Study (CUS) is to encourage local governments, together with the state, to work closely with
Little Rock Air Force Base (AFB) to implement measures that promote compatible development in the areas surrounding the
installation, and to preserve and enhance the public health, safety, and welfare of those living and working near Little Rock AFB.
Compatible land use planning finds a balance between the needs and interests of the community and the needs and interests of
a military installation. The CUS also evaluates ways to enhance communication and coordination among local, regional, and state
stakeholders.

II. What Is a Compatible Use Study?
A Compatible Use Study is a cooperative planning process used in military communities
around the country to promote compatibility between installations, civilian communities, local
governments, and other stakeholders.

CUS Policy Committee
Recommendations are set
forth in detail in Chapter 7 and
are summarized in a matrix in
Appendix C.

A CUS is not regulatory in nature; in other words, its recommendations are only effective if they
are implemented afterwards, through adoption of local regulations, agreements, comprehensive
plan policies, and other tools. The CUS is but a guide for future decision-making, but, most important, is a critical tool that results
from a collaborative, expansive, and transparent planning process among all stakeholders.

The Jacksonville Economic Development and Cultural Alliance (JEDCA) sponsored the Little Rock AFB Compatible Use Study, with
primary funding provided by the Department of Defense Office of Economic Adjustment (OEA) and a local financial match provided
by the Arkansas Economic Development Commission’s Military Affairs Grant Program. White & Smith Planning and Law Group
worked with partners Benchmark Planning and Marstel-Day to complete the CUS between October 2019 and December 2020.
A Policy Committee and a Technical Committee provided guidance and input throughout the CUS process, and the CUS benefited
from the additional involvement of local stakeholders; the general public; and local, regional, and state representatives. The steering
committees included representatives from Little Rock Air Force Base, three counties, and eight municipalities, as well as other
affected stakeholders.
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III. Goals & Objectives of the Little Rock AFB Compatible Use Study
A Compatible Use Study is a mutually beneficial planning process, identifying strategies to address potential land use
incompatibilities; for the military to mitigate operational impacts, such as noise, on the local community; and for the local community
to reduce military impacts on quality of life and support the military mission.
While each CUS is tailored to the local community, there are
three primary objectives for compatible use, or “joint land use,”
studies:
•

•

•

Increase Awareness. Increasing community
awareness of military operations and increasing
military understanding of local land use planning and
development trends facilitates more effective long-term
planning on both sides.
Encourage Collaboration. Maintaining long-term
compatibility between military installations and the
surrounding community requires ongoing, deliberate,
and transparent coordination. A CUS builds upon existing
relationships and recommends tools to maintain a
collaborative relationship.
Maintain Land Use Compatibility. Providing a set
of recommendations the community can choose to
implement can help protect the military mission as
well as local quality of life. Study recommendations are tailored to the local context, ranging from voluntary tools—such
as a Memorandum of Understanding to formalize coordination between stakeholders—to regulatory ones, such as zoning
regulations that limit conflicting land uses or the height of structures in the vicinity of the military installation.

3

Little Rock AFB Compatible Use Study
Executive Summary

IV. What Is Happening in the Vicinity of Little Rock AFB?
Little Rock AFB comprises about 6,200 acres of land in the City of Jacksonville, in Pulaski County, located roughly 15 miles north of
the City of Little Rock. The base opened its gates in 1955, and while the mission of the base has changed over the years, community
partnerships have remained strong. Today, Little Rock AFB’s host unit is the 19th Airlift Wing,
The history of LRAFB and its
which provides the Department of Defense mission-ready airmen and supports the largest C-130
current
mission are detailed in
fleet in the world.
Chapter 2 of the study.

However, aircraft traffic has the potential to create impacts on the community, such as noise
and accident potential. Fortunately, much of the land uses surrounding Little Rock AFB and
their training areas are rural, low-density, or undeveloped land uses, resulting in a high degree of compatibility with the existing
land use patterns. However, the area does lack full coverage of compatible use zoning in some areas, creating the possibility of
future incompatibilities and encroachment on LRAFB, Camp Robinson, and Blackjack Drop Zone. A detailed analysis of the land use
compatibility with the current operational and training missions can be found in Chapter 3.
The CUS process served as a foundation for ongoing, formalized efforts among local
stakeholders to ensure the LRAFB mission remains protected from encroachment threats in
the community and that the base maintains operations without impairing the quality of life the
community continues to enjoy here.

A complete analysis of land use
compatibility within the CUS
Study Focus Areas is provided
in Chapter 3.

V. Compatible Use Study: The Big Picture
The CUS report is divided into seven chapters and a series of appendices, each of which are briefly described below.

Chapter 1: Purpose and Process
Chapter 1 describes in more detail the goals and objectives of the CUS, where it sits in the context of local planning, and the
processes the steering committees undertook to complete the 2020 CUS. That process included establishing a baseline land use
profile, the legal status of the local governments, and a series of recommendations.
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Chapter 1 also details the participants and local jurisdictions involved and
responsible for compiling the final CUS report, including the extent of and dates
for public Town Halls and input throughout. The Public Awareness Campaign was
drawn up early on and executed throughout the project. Adjustments were made
with the onset of the COVID-19 crisis by conducting remaining Town Halls and
committee meetings virtually. Nonetheless, the committee was able to remain on
track complete the project and the Public Awareness Campaign on schedule.
Key components of the Public Awareness Campaign included the project website
and project Facebook page, each maintained from start to finish. From each
platform, participants and community members were able to download draft
documents, background materials, committee presentations, and to view and
live-stream Town Hall meetings in real time or subsequent to the date of the live
meeting.

Chapter 2: Current Conditions and the Path Forward
Chapter 2 of the study lays out the baseline conditions in the civilian community
and at Little Rock AFB, providing context for the compatibility analysis that follows
in Chapter 3 and the recommendations in Chapter 7. The chapter reviews four
potential compatibility issues associated with LRAFB: aircraft noise, accident
potential, height intrusions, and airspace interference. Regional demographic and
socioeconomic data and trends, economic development initiatives, and local infrastructure are also explored in Chapter 2.

Chapter 3: Conflict and Compatibility Analysis
The consultant team analyzed current and future land use impacts on Little Rock AFB operations and potential impacts of military
operations on the local off-base community. Building on the background information in Chapter 2, Chapter 3 evaluates the
compatibility of each parcel of land within the CUS Focus Areas, based on current zoning, future land use, and subdivision patterns.
These findings guided the Policy Committee’s recommendations, set forth in Chapter 7.

5

Little Rock AFB Compatible Use Study
Executive Summary

Chapter 4: Arkansas Planning and Land Use Framework
Chapter 4 outlines the statutory framework that guides local government’s land use, planning, and zoning actions in the state.
Arkansas cities are categorized into three classes of authority and their relative powers, and those of counties, are specified by
statute and the state constitution. Notably, the state legislature has adopted several provisions directly impacting local government’s
powers to regulate based on documented military impacts and each is discussed in Chapter 4.

Chapter 5: Local Government Zoning and Land Use Authority
Based on the available statutory powers outlined in Chapter 4,
Chapter 5 provides an overview of relevant local government
comprehensive plans, zoning and subdivision regulations, and
Air Installation Compatible Use Zone (AICUZ)/military overlays in
effect among the jurisdictions that participated in the 2020 CUS.
These include the jurisdictions of Lonoke and Pulaski Counties
and the Cities of Cabot, Jacksonville, and Sherwood, as well as the
more distant Faulkner and White Counties and the Cities of Austin,
Lonoke, Maumelle, North Little Rock, and Ward. The regulations and
plans currently in place in these jurisdictions are summarized in the
Overview of Local Planning, Zoning, and Subdivision Regulations in
Appendix B.

Chapter 6: Federal Land Use Requirements and Opportunities

Project updates, materials, and live streams were
maintained on the project Facebook page

Chapter 6 examines several key federal programs that are most
relevant to the objectives of the CUS and, most importantly,
implementation of the study’s recommendations.
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Chapter 7: Strategies and Recommendations
Finally, Chapter 7 sets out the Policy Committee’s recommendations for maintaining land use compatibility between Little Rock AFB
and its neighboring communities. CUS strategies and recommendations are organized based on the “procedural context” in which
they would be implemented, though there is some overlap due to a recommendation’s relevance to multiple procedural contexts.
These recommendations are important for the community to maintain productive coordination between local stakeholders and
its long-term support of the Air Force mission here. Each recommendation is prioritized as high, medium, or low, and assigned a
short-, medium-, or long-term time frame for purposes of implementation. In addition, where possible, costs for implementation are
estimated and known “responsible parties” identified.
In addition, the following chart summarizes the Policy Committee’s recommendations and indicates their relative priority and the
expected implementation time frame. A description of the seven procedural contexts is provided following the chart. The chart and
descriptions make up a condensed version of the full “CUS Summary of Recommendations” provided in Appendix C.

Procedural Context

Comprehensive and Small
Area Planning

Relative
Priority

Implementation Time Frame
CUS Recommendation

First 3
years

High

Prepare Comprehensive or Small Area Plans in
Pulaski County, Jacksonville, and Cabot

X

High

Update Existing Comprehensive Plans in
Sherwood and North Little Rock

X

Prepare Updates to Other Policy and Planning
Documents

X

Medium
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Next 10
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Procedural Context

Zoning and General Code
Provisions

Subdivision Regulations

Notice to Property Owners
and Occupants

Relative
Priority

Implementation Time Frame
CUS Recommendation

First 3
years

High

Prepare Updates to Existing AICUZ Overlay
Boundaries in Sherwood and Jacksonville

X

High

Prepare Updates to Existing AICUZ Overlay
Regulations in Sherwood and Jacksonville

X

High

Prepare AICUZ Overlay Regulations within
Pulaski County, Lonoke County, and Cabot

X

High

Add Height and Interference Review to Local
Development Review Processes

X

High

Include Review of Military Impacts During
Consideration of Annexation Applications

X

High

Prepare Regulatory Requirement for Plat
Acknowledgments

X

High

Provide Notice on Local Permit Approval of
Potential Military Impacts on Property

X

High

Prepare Purchaser and Tenant Awareness
Disclosures

X

Street Signage

X

Medium
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Next 10
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Procedural Context

Inter-Agency Cooperation

Relative
Priority

Implementation Time Frame
CUS Recommendation

First 3
years

Next 10
years

Next 20
years

High

Appoint CUS Implementation Committee

X

High

Seek Funding from State Military Affairs Grant
Program

X

High

Prepare a Memorandum of Understanding
(MOU) for Regional Coordination with LRAFB

X

High

Prepare Legislative Revisions to Clarify Scope of
Local Government Authorities

X

High

Prepare GIS Layers Illustrating Extent of Local
Government Regulatory Authorities

X

High

Facilitate LRAFB Input Prior to Local Approvals
of New Growth Inducing Infrastructure

X

High

Monitor Defense Community Infrastructure
Program for Funding Opportunities in the Region

X

X

X

Medium

Evaluate Opportunities within the Air Force
Community Partnerships (AFCP) Program

X

X

X

Medium

Increase Statewide Coordination

X

Medium

Perform Strategic Planning to Stand Up a
Readiness and Environmental Protection
Integration (REPI) Program with Conservation
and Community Partners

X

Medium

Formalize Protocol for Periodic LRAFB Updates
to Local Governments and the Community

Medium

Continue to Pursue Initiatives for Improved
Quality of Life for Military Families

X

X

9

X/
Ongoing
X

Little Rock AFB Compatible Use Study
Executive Summary

Procedural Context

Relative
Priority

Public Outreach and
Communication

CUS Recommendation

First 3
years

High

Community Noise and Impacted Reporting

X

High

Set up Military Planning & Coordination Website

X

High

Prepare Public Outreach Materials on Civilian
UAS Regulations and Risk Areas, Including
Street Signs

X

Prepare Public Outreach Materials for NLR
Construction Standards

X

High

Establish a Standing Military Planning &
Coordination Committee

X

High

Maintain Updated MOU for Continued
Community Wide Coordination

X

High

Support the Jacksonville Economic & Cultural
Alliance as the Coordinating Agency for
Ongoing Inter-Agency Coordination

X

Medium

Ongoing Land Use Planning
Activities

Implementation Time Frame
Next 10
years

Next 20
years

Comprehensive & Small Area Planning
Though Sherwood and North Little Rock have comprehensive plans and Pulaski County has adopted a small area plan, none
currently address military-related impacts directly. Therefore it is recommended that Jacksonville and Pulaski County adopt full
comprehensive plans, given their proximity to the installations, and that Cabot—slightly more removed in proximity—consider doing
the same. In addition, the Policy Committee recommended Sherwood, North Little Rock, and each of the other CUS Jurisdictions with
existing plans and policy documents update them to reflect the 2020 CUS report and recommendations.
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Zoning & General Code Provisions
At the time of the 2020 CUS, only Sherwood and Jacksonville had overlay zoning districts related to Little Rock AFB. However, each
of these overlays should be updated to include all documented military impacts, pursuant to the 2011 LRAFB AICUZ Study, and to
reflect updated Air Force compatibility guidance as to allowable and appropriate uses.
The Policy Committee also recommended Pulaski County, Lonoke County, and Cabot adopt limited zoning overlays to address the
documented noise impact areas in those jurisdictions, and that all CUS Jurisdictions beneath imaginary surface areas consider
regulations related to height and interference potential regarding LRAFB airspace. Finally, each participating CUS municipality
should consider the presence of documented military impacts prior to final decisions regarding annexation requests, taking the input
of LRAFB into account as well.
The consulting team recommended the zoning and code recommendations be considered by the CUS Implementation Committee,
in light of related provisions in the regional Memorandum of Understanding recommended below. Given the relative distance some
jurisdictions are from the installations, their rural nature, and current lack of zoning, the CUS Implementation Committee should
consider “non-regulatory” means of addressing potential threats to compatibility, in addition to regulatory ones.
Subdivision Regulations
The jurisdictions that have subdivision or plat approval authorities should consider requiring new plats to include a brief notice
statement regarding the land’s proximity to Little Rock AFB installations and the potential for future occupants to experience base
impacts. Currently, none of the CUS Jurisdictions have military-related subdivision regulations or provisions.
Notice to Property Owners and Occupants
The CUS Policy Committee recommended strategies to facilitate public awareness and reduce land use conflicts in the CUS Study
Area, including consideration of real estate disclosures of potential military impacts and awareness statements on building permits
and land use approvals. Of lower priority is the possibility of erecting street signage within the CUS Focus Areas to increase
community awareness of the presence of off-base Air Force operational impacts.
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Inter-Agency Cooperation
The Policy Committee found that formalizing the community’s history of successful cooperation and coordination would help
institutionalize the arrangements and increase certainty for governmental agencies and property owners.
The 2020 CUS was characterized by successful collaboration between Little Rock
AFB and local jurisdictions involved, which will be critical to the success of the CUS
Implementation efforts as well. The CUS Policy Committee recommended a number of
strategies to promote continued community collaboration and coordination including
the immediate establishment of a CUS Implementation Committee that would work with
local stakeholders to implement the CUS recommendations. In fact, in order to maintain
momentum and to facilitate the timing of some of the key recommendations, the CUS
project manager engaged implementation committee members during the final months
of the 2020 CUS itself.
One critical, high-priority recommendation of the Policy Committee is the development
of a Memorandum of Understanding (MOU) between Little Rock AFB and the CUS
Jurisdictions to facilitate early and transparent cooperation between these parties.
Importantly, development of the MOU also will help inform the local jurisdictions’
efforts to clarify statutory authority questions that emerged during the CUS. For
that reason, the Policy Committee recommended action on the MOU be taken as
early in the implementation stage as possible because the outcome of several other
recommendations would turn on completion of an initial MOU.
Public Outreach and Communication
The consultant team found, in this community and other military communities around
the nation, that outreach and communication is critical to maintaining public support
of the local military mission. This was an area of opportunity that emerged during
the public survey conducted during the study. The results of the survey are found in
Appendix A.
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Little Rock AFB has a long history of
working with community organizations,
including the Jacksonville-North Pulaski
School District (JNPSD), a new school
district approved by voters in 2014.
For example, a senior LRAFB serves
as an ex-officio member of the JNPSD
board. Also, many members of the JNPSD
board as well as the greater Jacksonville
community are members of the LRAFB
Community Council.
Working with the Community Council,
JNPSD, community members, and
AEDC Military Affairs, the Jacksonville
Economic Development and Cultural
Alliance was awarded a cybersecurity
grant that funded the development
of a cybersecurity education program
for the JNPSD. This program includes
collaboration with the University of
Arkansas, Arkansas State University, and
the University of Central Arkansas. This
program is unique and prepares certified
entry-level cybersecurity specialists right
out of high school.
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Therefore, the Policy Committee recommended establishment of a dedicated military planning and coordination website or webpage
that would provide relevant information to the community, including the following:
• Documents related to the CUS
• Subsequent CUS implementation efforts
• Anticipated mission changes at Little Rock AFB, if they were to be considered
• Local military-related zoning and subdivision regulations
• Federal restrictions related to drone (UAS) use near the installations
Other public outreach recommendations include making noise level reduction (NLR) standards available to the public to help
mitigate aircraft noise as desired and publicizing federal requirements pertaining to use of drones in the vicinity of Little Rock AFB
(including street signage).
Ongoing Land Use Planning Activities
The final category of recommendations includes those the community will continue to use after the CUS Implementation Phase
is completed. These efforts would begin with the establishment of a standing Military Planning and Coordination Committee,
which would facilitate ongoing planning and coordination among stakeholders and parties to the MOU discussed above. The
Policy Committee found it important for the momentum created during the 2020 CUS to carry forward—even following the CUS
Implementation Phase—until the CUS is formally updated.

Appendices
The study includes several appendices that summarize the consultant team’s findings and recommendations or provide full
documentation for key components of the study, like a summary of the results of the public survey conducted during the public
outreach campaign, described in Chapter 1. Also included for reference are the following statutes and local overlay districts because
they are of particular relevance to the study’s recommendations and will be central to the CUS implementation process:
• A.C.A. § 14-56-413, “Territorial jurisdiction”
• A.C.A. § 14-56-426, “Control of property use – Proximity to military installation.”
• A.C.A. § 14-363-301, et seq., “United States Airports”
• City of Sherwood Zoning Code § 14.09.02, “Air Installation Compatible Use Zone Overlay District (AICUZOD)”
• City of Jacksonville Zoning Ordinance § 18.66.10, et seq., “Air Installation Compatible Use Zone Overlay District”
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I. Introduction
This study is the result of a 15-month planning process, led by the City of Jacksonville, evaluating the role Little Rock Air Force Base
plays within roughly a 50-mile radius of the base. The base’s primary role, of course, is military readiness and security, a role in which
it has served proudly since 1955.
The base is not only a source of national pride—it is also an important part of this community’s history and an integral part of its longterm vision and outlook on the future. By undertaking this study, the community has shown its commitment to the continued vitality
of the base as well as the base’s commitment to the success of its civilian neighbors and local government partners.
In short, the Compatible Use Study (CUS) is a “deep dive” into the nature of this relationship and a recommendation for how to
protect it over the long-term by making sure on-base land uses and off-base land uses work in conjunction with and not in opposition
to one another. Some base operations create impacts that may not be compatible with off-base civilian land uses, such as housing.
Conversely, civilian land uses, depending on location, can negatively impact or limit military operations—tall structures being an
obvious example.
It is for this reason that communities like this one initiate Compatible Use Studies: to be deliberate in mutual land use planning and
operational activities and to maintain an open dialogue of coordination and transparency.
This chapter gives important background as to the purpose of the CUS and process the community has undertaken to accomplish it.

II. What is a Compatible Use Study?
The CUS is a valuable tool to help military installations and their communities understand the impacts they have on each other and
to develop collaborative solutions that respond to various land use challenges and opportunities.
The goal of the Little Rock Air Force Base (AFB) CUS is to identify means of promoting responsible land use, accommodating
compatible growth and economic development, protecting public safety and quality of life, and sustaining the mission of the Air
Force in the region for the long-term.
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The Little Rock AFB CUS is a cooperative planning effort between Little Rock AFB and the following municipalities:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

White County
Pulaski County
Lonoke County
City of Cabot
City of Sherwood
City of Jacksonville
City of Lonoke
City of Maumelle
City of North Little Rock

Figure 1.1: Little Rock AFB Main Gate Entrance

In addition to Little Rock AFB, the study also includes
important training areas such as the All-American
Landing Zone at Camp Robinson, managed by the
Arkansas National Guard, and the Blackjack Drop
Zone, managed by Little Rock AFB.
The study is administered by the Jacksonville
Economic Development and Cultural Alliance and
co-funded through a grant from the Department of
Defense (DoD), Office of Economic Adjustment (OEA). The Jacksonville Economic Development and Cultural Alliance selected White
& Smith Planning and Law Group, along with its subcontractors Marstel-Day, LLC and Benchmark CMR, Inc. to complete the study.
The Alliance appointed two steering committees, a Policy Committee and a Technical Advisory Committee, to guide the CUS, with
input from the general public.
The CUS, formerly known as a Joint Land Use Study (JLUS), is a planning tool and cooperative effort between the military and the
surrounding communities to plan and execute strategies promoting compatible development. OEA provides technical and financial
assistance to state and local governments to undertake the study. Because the community initiates and administers the CUS
through collaboration with the military, the process promotes continuous dialogue and sharing of information to achieve long-term
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sustainability and protection for the military missions. The DoD initiated the community compatibility program in 1985, and more than
150 joint land use or compatible use studies have been completed for military base communities across the country. Although Little
Rock AFB has enjoyed decades of robust community partnerships and support, this is the first CUS completed for Little Rock AFB
and surrounding communities.
The Little Rock AFB CUS can benefit both the Air Force and the surrounding region by:
•
•
•
•

Preserving long-term land use compatibility between Little Rock AFB and the surrounding communities;
Sustaining the operational mission of the Air Force in central Arkansas while protecting the quality of life of nearby residents
and businesses;
Enhancing communication and coordination among local and regional stakeholders; and
Integrating the growth plans of the communities in the region with Air Force plans and mission operations.

Compatibility is assessed by identifying the current and potential encroachment issues in the region, including noise, endangered
species/critical habitat, safety/security, air and water quality, regional airspace management, energy development, and frequency
spectrum interference, among other potential issues (see Figure 1.2). Incompatible development and land uses can affect the
military’s ability to conduct training and operations. These issues were evaluated during the study by the consultant team and the
Policy Committee’s resulting findings are set out in Chapter 3.
Examples of these impacts on military training and operations include:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Reduced usage days
Prohibited operational, training, and testing events
Reduced range access
Segmented training and reduced realism
Limited use of new technologies
Restricted flight altitudes
Increased costs or risks

•
•
•
•
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Inhibited new tactics development
Reduced live fire proficiency
Interference with night and all-weather operations and
training
Increased personnel tempo
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Figure 1.2: Shared Compatibility

The CUS process creates a framework for the military and local communities to collectively work toward pursuing long-term viability
that supports the mission of the military installation and facilitates compatible growth and quality of life for the entire community.
The Little Rock AFB CUS will provide the following:
•
•
•

An assessment of existing land use conditions near Little Rock AFB, to include any potential incompatible land uses
An assessment of potential future civilian and military land use conditions, to include any projected incompatible land uses
Strategies to promote compatible land use planning around Little Rock AFB, Blackjack Drop Zone, and the All-American
Landing Zone at Camp Robinson
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As shown in Table 1.1, the CUS represents the first phase in the overall CUS process. The CUS provides recommendations based on
a compatibility analysis designed to balance the needs of the military operational and training areas and the community needs. Once
complete, the CUS provides a foundation for pursuing compatible land use, allowing local governments to then move into a second
phase of implementation. Implementation actions could include comprehensive and general plan updates, zoning and general code
provisions, subdivision regulations, and notices to property owners and occupants. Implementation also includes collaborative
efforts for inter-agency cooperation and public outreach and communication. The third phase represents the continual nature of
compatible land use planning, where tools to address incompatibilities are adopted and amended over time as community and
military needs shift and evolve.
Table 1.1: Compatible Use Study and Implementation Process

Phase 1

Phase 2

Phase 3

CUS

CUS Implementation

Strategy Adoption

Phase Objective

Needs Assessment Tools
Identification

Tools Development

Tools Adopted, Effective,
Amended as Needed

Oversight

Policy Committee and
Technical Working Group

CUS Implementation

Military Planning & Coordination
Committee (MPCC)

OEA-Eligible

OEA-Eligible

Local Funding, as Needed

Funding Eligibility
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III. Study Goals and Objectives
The primary goal of the CUS is to preserve and enhance long-term land use compatibility between Little Rock AFB and the
surrounding communities. This serves to both protect the mission of the installation and to ensure the installation’s impacts on the
surrounding communities are as minimal as possible. While the CUS planning process is tailored to the needs of the local community,
the primary objective of each CUS is to increase awareness, encourage collaboration, and maintain land use compatibility.

A. Increase Awareness
The CUS will increase the community’s awareness of the Air Force’s operations here and increase base understanding of land use
trends and planning needs in neighboring communities.

B. Encourage Collaboration

Figure 1.3: Team Little Rock Performs America Strong Salute to Heroes

The collaboration facilitated by the CUS enables military officials,
local governments, and other community members to better
understand each other’s needs and enhances mutual long-term
planning efforts.

C. Maintain Land Use Compatibility
The CUS provides a set of recommendations and tools to maintain
land use compatibility that protects the Air Force mission and the
quality of life of the local community. The CUS itself does not result
in changes to land use, zoning rules, or how property owners may
use their property, though it may identify regulatory changes for
the community to consider after the CUS is completed. These
recommendations are set forth in full in Chapter 7, and overviews are
included in the Executive Summary, as well as in Appendix C.
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IV. Community Context
Little Rock AFB comprises approximately 6,217 acres of land in the City of Jacksonville and Pulaski County and is located roughly
15 miles north of the City of Little Rock. Construction of the base began in November 1953, after more than 6,100 acres of land was
purchased by the community and donated to the Air Force. Little Rock AFB opened its gates on October 9, 1955, and over the years
has had diverse missions with bombers, reconnaissance, missiles, and cargo having called Little Rock AFB home. While the mission
of Team Little Rock has changed over the years, the community partnerships have remained strong. Today, Little Rock AFB’s host
unit is the 19th Airlift Wing, which provides the Department of Defense mission-ready airmen and supports the largest C-130 fleet in
the world.
Located 19 miles northeast of Little Rock AFB in White County, Blackjack Drop Zone is a 300-acre training area owned by Little Rock
AFB to provide airdrop training. The mission of the 19th Airlift Wing, 314th Airlift Wing, 189th Airlift Wing, and the 913th Airlift Group
at Little Rock AFB is to provide air transportation for airborne forces, their equipment, and supplies with delivery by airdrop, air-land,
or extraction. Blackjack Drop Zone was established in the early 1990s, and additional land was acquired in 1996 to provide a buffer
zone. Although not owned by Little Rock AFB, the 19th Airlift Wing and tenant units utilize a 471-acre site known as the All-American
Drop/Landing Zone at Camp Robinson, approximately five miles west of Little Rock AFB.
When military bases in the US were originally constructed, the majority were located in rural areas away from urban centers. As a
result, land use compatibility in the early years was virtually a non-issue for a military base. As populations and economies grew
over time and urban and semi-urban areas expanded, new land use issues began to emerge. Development often clustered directly
outside the gates and around the bases in order for businesses to serve the military community. Military bases became magnets
for economic development, with communities surrounding military bases typically experiencing greater economic growth. As
weapons systems, aircraft, and other technologies have modernized, training needs have shifted. In order to meet rapid deployment
requirements, training tempo may increase. Realistic training environments and exercises are required to ensure success during
combat. More training space is required to accommodate weapons systems and technologies that require larger noise and safety
zones.
Aircraft traffic has potential impacts on the community, such as noise and accident potential, but many of the land uses surrounding
Little Rock AFB and their training areas are rural, low-density, or undeveloped uses. Although there is a high degree of current
compatibility with the existing land use patterns, there is a lack of full coverage of compatible use zoning in alignment with Air
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Force guidance. A detailed analysis of the land use compatibility with the current operational and training missions can be found in
Chapter 3. The analysis also assesses future land use compatibility based on future land use plans for the jurisdictions within the
Study Area.
The Central Arkansas region continues to experience population and economic growth, which enhances the vitality and quality of
life for its community members. Little Rock AFB serves as a major piece of the region’s economic engine as the fifth-largest employer
in the state with a local economic impact of over $782 million. The CUS is designed as a proactive planning effort to ensure that
communities surrounding military bases can achieve community growth and development that also enables the base to accomplish
its missions and operations into the future. The CUS builds on the existing partnerships between the installation and local
communities and identifies additional tools and methods to address incompatible land uses and development and further protect the
Little Rock AFB mission.

V. CUS Participants
The Little Rock AFB Compatible Use Study was conducted
between October 2019 and December 2020. Two steering
committees guided the planning process, including a Policy
Committee and a Technical Committee, each of which provided
valuable feedback, local knowledge, and policy direction to the
CUS Team. The committees met on the following dates:
•
•
•
•
•
•

Figure 1.4: Due to the COVID-19 pandemic, the Policy and Technical
Committees met virtually throughout much of the project which
enabled completion of the CUS within the original project time frame.

October 8, 2019
April 16, 2020
July 9, 2020
August 25, 2020
November 20, 2020
December 10, 2020

The CUS Policy Committee consisted of local elected officials,
the Little Rock AFB Installation Commander, and other senior
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representatives from local organizations. The Policy Committee was responsible for guiding the
direction of the CUS and for managing implementation actions.
The CUS Technical Committee consisted of senior municipal and county staff members, the Little
Rock AFB Community Planner and other specialized staff, and representatives from the local
business community. The Technical Committee identified and addressed local land use matters,
provided feedback on documents prepared by the consultants, and assisted the Policy Committee
in the development and evaluation of implementation strategies and tools.
There were also several opportunities for public input throughout the process, including Town
Hall meetings and a public survey described further below. The success of compatible land
use planning efforts depends on open communication and engagement with
stakeholders from the military installation and communities. CUS participants
included the following:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Air Force leadership and personnel
Federal and state government agencies
Landowners and affected residents
Business and economic development organizations and chambers of
commerce
Local and regional government agencies
Public utilities and other service providers
Conservation and economic organizations
Schools, colleges and universities, and other educational organizations
Figure 1.5: The first round of public Town Hall
meetings occurred in-person in January 2020. Due
to the ongoing public health concerns related to
the COVID-19 virus, Central Arkansas residents
were invited to participate in subsequent Virtual
Town Halls, rather than in-person meetings, for the
remainder of the project.
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VI. CUS Study Area
The CUS Study Area includes the cities of Jacksonville, Sherwood, Cabot, North Little Rock, Lonoke, Ward, Austin, and Maumelle and
the counties of Pulaski, Lonoke, and White. These jurisdictions are considered the most likely to experience impacts from Little Rock
AFB’s military operations and most likely to create impacts on Little Rock AFB due to incompatible growth and development.
The Little Rock AFB CUS also considered lands
associated with ranges, military training routes,
special use airspace, and military operating areas
used by Little Rock AFB, as applicable. Blackjack
Drop Zone and All-American Landing Zone,
important locations for Little Rock AFB training
and operations, are specifically included in the
analysis. The study area, shown in Map 1.1, broadly
includes a 50-mile radius from Little Rock AFB,
as well as smaller land use focus areas extending
five miles from the base, All-American Landing
Zone, and Blackjack Drop Zone (see Map 1.2). The
impacts to these lands are detailed in Chapter 3:
Conflict and Compatibility Analysis and are based
on a range of operational and training impacts,
including aircraft accident potential, aviation
noise, obstructions to aerial navigation and related
issues that can impair military readiness, endanger
aviators or civilians in their communities, or impact
the quality of life of residents.

Figure 1.6: 19th Operations Support Squadron Survival, Evasion, Resistance and Escape
(SERE) Specialist Prepares to Land at Blackjack Drop Zone
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Map 1.1: CUS Study Area
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Map 1.2: CUS Study Focus Areas
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VII. The CUS Process
The CUS process consists of three main phases:
1. Evaluation of existing conditions
2. Land use compatibility assessment
3. Implementation options

Evaluation of Existing Conditions
The first main step in the CUS process includes an evaluation of the existing conditions, including a review of background
documents on the installation and community, comprehensive plans, and regulations, as well as meetings with the public and key
stakeholders identified by the CUS Policy and Technical Committees.
Focused interviews with military personnel and local government stakeholders early in the CUS process provided critical information
and facilitated meaningful engagement throughout the process. The Little Rock AFB interviews enabled base personnel to discuss
existing installations plans and processes, provide insight into how the installation communicates and collaborates with the
community, and identify current and future encroachment impacts.
Stakeholder sessions were conducted on January 7 and 8, 2020. Stakeholders interviewed included the following municipalities and
organizations:
•

Lonoke County

•

Pulaski County

•

White County

•

City of Cabot

•

City of Jacksonville

•

City of Sherwood

•

Arkansas Department of Transportation

•

Arkansas Economic Development Commission
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A public survey provided additional information about existing conditions and relationships. The general public was invited to
participate in a live CUS survey held during stakeholder meetings on January 7 and 8, 2020. An online version of the survey was
available from January 7 through March 6, 2020. Hard copies were also made available for community members who preferred
to submit a response in writing. Public survey results aided the CUS team in developing a clear picture of the existing military/
community relationship. An overview of the survey is summarized below and full survey results are provided in Appendix A.

Land Use Compatibility Assessment
As part of the CUS process, an analysis was performed for the unique impacts associated with Little Rock AFB, All-American Landing
Zone, and Blackjack Drop Zone. The consultant team assessed both current and future operational impacts and compared current
and future compatibility concerns. The identified areas of potential incompatibility are related to aircraft noise, aircraft accident
potential, tall structures / obstructions to aerial navigation, and other documented military training and operational impacts. The
scope of the analysis includes current land use and development patterns, the current regulatory environment, and local government
plans for future growth and development. The CUS also includes detailed descriptions of how the current and future land uses
and zoning are controlled at the state and local levels; the impacts of Little Rock AFB on local jurisdictions; and federal land use
requirements, opportunities, and programs that influence state and local zoning requirements.

Implementation Options
Using the background information and land use compatibility analysis prepared in the first two phases of the CUS process,
implementation options were presented to the CUS Policy Committee and community for consideration. The finalized implementation
options are provided as recommendations in the CUS report with responsible parties, steps, and an expected implementation time
frame.
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VIII. Public Awareness Campaign
Public input is critical to the CUS process. The CUS team conducted
a public awareness campaign using a variety of communications
and engagement tools to reach members of the community, relevant
industries, landowners, the media, and other CUS project stakeholders
within the CUS Study Area.
About six months into the project, the COVID-19 pandemic required
severe limitations on in-person meetings for the Policy and Technical
Committees and with the public. Like so many during this time, the
CUS Team and participants adjusted quickly and were able to rely
on virtual platforms and meetings to keep the project on its original
schedule.

Informational Brochures
The CUS project team produced two information brochures, one
introducing the project and another summarizing the public awareness
campaign. The brochures were posted on the project website.
Contact information to provide public input was provided on both of
the brochures to encourage communication and knowledge sharing
throughout the CUS process.

Project Website
The CUS project website provided a wealth of information about the
CUS planning process, including:
•
•

A detailed overview of the CUS process;
Notification of upcoming events;
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•

•
•
•

Project materials, including meeting agendas, presentations,
informational brochures, CUS Study Area information, and draft CUS
documents;
Links to the public survey and its results;
Information about Little Rock AFB; and
Frequently Asked Questions.

Figure 1.8: Little Rock AFB CUS Website

Event announcements and other project notifications were posted on the
project website, as well as the project Facebook page. The Request for
Proposal from City of Jacksonville for the CUS as well as the Statement of
Qualifications from the selected consultant team could also be found on
the website.

Facebook Page
The Facebook page allowed visitors to post comments and questions,
allowing direct communication between stakeholders and the CUS Project
Team. Meeting information was also provided through the Facebook page
including notices for meetings and live streaming of meetings as they
occurred.

Public Survey
As described above, a public survey provided information about existing
conditions and relationships and meaningful insight into the views of
the community regarding LRAFB. The survey consisted of 35 questions,
divided into six main categories:
•
•
•

General Demographics
Connection and Familiarity with Little Rock AFB
Communications between Little Rock AFB and the Community
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•
•
•

Perceptions of Little Rock AFB in the Community
Impacts of Little Rock AFB in the Community
Safety at Little Rock AFB, Camp Robinson, and the Blackjack Drop Zone

A total of 270 survey responses were completed and collected—260 online surveys and 10 paper copies were received. Survey
participants were also given the opportunity to provide general comments, questions, or other statements regarding Little Rock
AFB at the end of the survey. A report containing the survey results, including general summaries, charts, graphs, and raw data, was
posted to the website and presented at a Town Hall meeting to the public and, of course, to the Policy and Technical Committees.

Virtual Town Halls and Public Meetings
The first round of public Town Hall meetings occurred in-person on January 7 and 8, 2020. Due to the ongoing public health
concerns related to the COVID-19 virus, Central Arkansas residents were invited to participate in subsequent Virtual Town Halls,
rather than in-person meetings, for the remainder of the project.
The first round of Town Hall meetings introduced the public to the Little Rock AFB CUS and allowed for initial input on the CUS
process, issues associated with Little Rock AFB, and policy direction. The second Town Hall meeting provided the results of the
public survey, draft land use compatibility analyses, and the next steps of the process. The third Town Hall meeting included
overviews of the draft chapters and described the draft recommendations.
Local media, such as the Arkansas Democrat-Gazette, Arkansas Leader, and KLRT Fox 16, published stories regarding the Little
Rock AFB CUS throughout the process, including to announce Town Halls and other public meetings.
Virtual Town Halls were streamed live on Zoom and Facebook Live. Members of the public were able to interact with the presenters
via the Zoom platform or simply watch via Facebook feed. Following each Town Hall, the recording of the meeting remained on
Facebook and was also posted to the project website for the duration of the study.
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IX. CUS Report Overview
The CUS report consists of six chapters detailing portions of the
planning process. A brief description of each of the chapters of
the report that follow Chapter 1 is provided below. More details are
provided in the respective chapters. The Appendices provide several
additional important documents.

Chapter 2: Community Profile
Chapter 2 provides background information on Little Rock AFB and
its operations as well its effects on the community and partnerships
and collaboration between the installation and the community. The
chapter also includes a demographic and economic profile of the
community, identifies growth and development trends, describes the
local infrastructure context, assesses areas of potential conflict, and
summarizes the environmental resources programs and management
at Little Rock AFB.

Chapter 3: Conflict and Compatibility Analysis
Chapter 3 provides a review of current and future land uses,
identifies potential areas of incompatibility between the installation
and community, and assesses potential conflicts between military
operations and the lands within the Study Area. Current land uses
within the CUS Study Area are compared to the noise contours
and accident potential zones described in the 2011 Little Rock AFB
AICUZ Study. Aircraft noise and safety concerns related to military
aircraft operations are the most significant potential impacts to the
community and are the primary focus for the compatibility analysis.
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Chapter 4: State of Arkansas Planning and Land Use Framework
Chapter 4 describes the planning and land use framework at the state level and includes a discussion of the state statutes,
commissions, and departments related to development and land use compatibility. There are several state government organizations
responsible for promoting and providing funding support for compatible land use and economic development projects, which can be
leveraged when implementing military compatibility policies and regulations.
Importantly, in 1995, the Arkansas Legislature adopted A.C.A. § 14-56-426 requiring local governments in proximity to Little Rock AFB
to adopt ordinances governing land uses near the installation. This statue is detailed in Chapter 4 and, in Chapter 7, is the subject of
several key CUS recommendations.

Chapter 5: Local Government Zoning and Land Use Authority
The relationship between Little Rock AFB’s operational impacts and the local planning and zoning ordinances of the local
jurisdictions within the Study Area is explained in Chapter 5. Five of the CUS jurisdictions have jurisdiction-wide zoning ordinances
as a tool to regulate land uses, and two, Jacksonville and Sherwood, have adopted overlay zoning districts related to military land
use compatibility. Pulaski County has adopted limited zoning within the Lake Maumelle Watershed, which is unrelated to military land
uses.
Arkansas law enables municipal planning commissions to exercise with one- or two-mile planning and subdivision jurisdiction
beyond their corporate limits. And, as noted above, Arkansas law grants five miles of extraterritorial jurisdiction to first class cities
within five miles of an active military base. Chapter 5 provides a summary of these powers relative to the military operational impacts
experienced within the jurisdictions most impacted by or likely to impact Little Rock AFB (jurisdictions of primary concern) as well as
those further away but still within the CUS Study Area.

Chapter 6: Federal Land Use Requirements and Opportunities
Chapter 6 discusses the federal land use requirements and programs associated with active military installations that affect and
influence land use and zoning requirements at the state and local levels. Chapter 6 includes a description of several federal land use
programs that offer grants and other financial assistance to public and private entities to promote land uses compatible with military
operations and to support the conversion of non-compliant land into compatible uses.
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Chapter 7: Compatible Use Study Recommendations
Chapter 7 provides the recommendations of the Policy Committee to achieve and maintain land use compatibility near Little Rock
AFB and its outlying facilities. These recommendations are intended to help protect the military mission and the public health, safety,
and welfare of the surrounding community. Recommendations include land use or zoning regulations, such as overlay districts;
policy changes or updates; and public outreach and communication strategies. CUS recommendations range from regulatory to
more informal cooperative efforts, but all proposed actions focus on improvements with mutual benefits for the Air Force and the
community here.
Chapter 7 includes a detailed discussion of each recommendation and prioritizes those most critical in the near term. Several of
the high-priority recommendations are linked to an initial effort to clarify and reach agreement on the scope of several statutory
authorizations related to local government powers and military land use regulations, specifically.
The CUS Recommendation Overview in Appendix C summarizes the implementation plan in Chapter 7 and includes a list of specific
actions organized by their scheduled execution date (short-, medium-, and long-term). Implementation of any actions recommended
in the CUS, should the community wish to take that step, would only follow community-wide consideration and input and action by
local decision makers.

Appendices
This report contains several appendices which include the results of a public survey; tables summarizing the local regulatory
environment, the military impacts experienced in the CUS Jurisdictions, and the CUS recommendations; key state statutes; and local
military-related overlay zoning district regulations.
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I. Introduction
Little Rock AFB is located in Jacksonville, Arkansas, in Pulaski County. The installation is approximately 17 miles northeast of the city
of Little Rock and is part of the Central Arkansas region (see Map 1.1). Little Rock AFB is a key stakeholder that operates in multiple
Central Arkansas locations and engages in many ways with local communities. This chapter discusses Little Rock AFB operations
and provides a context for local communities that may affect or be affected by those operations.
Little Rock AFB opened on January 24, 1955, with 6,104 acres donated by landowners, valued at $1.2 million in 1952. Construction of
Little Rock AFB began on November 6, 1953, and the installation was officially activated by Strategic Air Command (SAC) on 1 August
1955, hosting SAC’s 384th Bombardment Wing (384 BW). In 1960, the Air Force (AF) announced that Little Rock AFB would house 18
Titan II Intercontinental Ballistic Missiles that were to be located throughout the state of Arkansas.
In the 1970s, the installation experienced significant changes, with the first C‑130 Hercules aircraft arriving in March 1970. The
installation officially transferred from SAC to Tactical Air Command (TAC), with TAC’s 314th Tactical Airlift Wing (314 TAW) taking
over host wing responsibilities. During the 1991 Gulf War, the 314 TAW’s two operational C‑130 squadrons and the 189 TAG’s C‑130
squadron supported operations from both the Middle East and European theaters. Later that year, the 314 TAW was designated as
the 314th Airlift Wing (314 AW) and, following the disestablishment of TAC in 1992, the installation and the 314 AW were transferred to
the new Air Mobility Command (AMC). The 189 TAG was also designated as the 189th Airlift Group (189 AG) the same year, followed
by designation as the 189th Airlift Wing (189 AW) in 1995.1
In 1993, the 314 AW was transferred to Air Combat Command (ACC), as part the US Air Force’s (USAF’s) decision to transfer
continental US‑based C‑130s from AMC to ACC. In 1997, the USAF reversed this decision, returning most C‑130 airlift back to AMC.
However, given the 314 AW’s primary training mission as the Formal Training Unit (FTU) for C‑130s, the 314 AW was transferred to
the Air Education and Training Command (AETC), and the installation’s two operational Regular Air Force C‑130 squadrons were
organized under the 463d Airlift Group, an AMC unit. In 2008, the 19th Airlift Wing (19 AW) was activated at Little Rock AFB and took
over the duties, personnel, and aircraft of the inactivating 463rd Airlift Group. The 19 AW, part of AMC, took over host wing duties at
Little Rock AFB.

1^ MARCOA Publishing, Inc., Little Rock Air Force Base My Base Guide 2017, 2017, https://mybaseguide.com/installation/little-rock-afb/community/history-133.
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Today, Little Rock AFB is the home of C-130 Combat Airlift—the largest fleet of C-130s and the primary C‑130 Hercules training base
for the Department of Defense (DoD), training C‑130 pilots, navigators, flight engineers, and load masters from all branches of the
US military in tactical airlift and aerial delivery. The 19 AW is assigned to the 18th Air Force of AMC, which is headquartered out of
Scott AFB, Illinois. It is home to C‑130H and C‑130J aircraft, as well as the C‑130 Center of Excellence (i.e., schools for C‑130H and
C‑130J crews). In addition to training over 1,200 students each year, 314 AW, a tenant unit, has the DoD’s largest international flying
training program with more than 150 international students.2 The 373rd Training Squadron (TRS) Detachment 4 is a tenant unit on
Little Rock AFB and supports over 808 active, guard, and reserve C-130 units worldwide. The 373 TRS Det. 4 at Little Rock AFB trains
approximately 1,600 maintainers annually in C-130 maintenance career fields.3

II. Little Rock AFB
A. Role of Little Rock AFB in the Air Force Mission
The host unit at Little Rock AFB is the 19 AW, assigned to AMC, and the wing’s primary mission is to provide DoD mission-ready
Airmen and support the largest C-130 fleet in the world.4 The mission of the 19 AW is to “Project and Sustain Agile Combat Airlift,”
including efforts to provide air transportation for airborne forces, their equipment, and supplies with delivery by airdrop, air to land,
or extraction.5 The 19 AW hosts several tenant units, or mission partner units, including the 314th Airlift Wing, 189th Airlift Wing, 913th
Airlift Group, 373rd TRS Det. 4, and 29th Weapons Squadron. Little Rock AFB also is the host to Air National Guard and Air Reserve
units including the 189th Airlift Wing from Arkansas Air National Guard and the 913th Airlift Group, part of the 22nd Air Force, Air
Force Reserve Command.

2^ 314th Airlift Wing,” Little Rock AFB, https://www.littlerock.af.mil/Units/314th-Airlift-Wing.
3^ ”19th Airlift Wing,” Little Rock AFB, https://www.littlerock.af.mil/TEAM-LITTLE-ROCK/19th-Airlift-Wing/.
4^ 19th Airlift Wing Public Affairs,” Little Rock AFB, https://www.littlerock.af.mil/Home/Public-Affairs/videoid/735646/.
5^ 19th Airlift Wing,” Little Rock AFB, https://www.littlerock.af.mil/TEAM-LITTLE-ROCK/19th-Airlift-Wing/.
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B. Little Rock AFB, Other Facilities, and Operational Areas
Little Rock AFB
As shown in Figure 2.1, Little Rock AFB is a 6,217-acre installation with a resident population of approximately 3,332 and a working
population of approximately 7,200. Comprising roughly the northern third of the installation, the airfield includes a 12,000-foot eastwest runway and associated aircraft operations and maintenance areas. Construction of Little Rock AFB was completed in 1955,
and the installation was originally designed as a medium jet bomber base. Today, the airfield is used primarily to support C-130 air
operations. The C-130 airlift training mission at Little Rock AFB requires training areas that allow for the dropping of crates, heavy
equipment, and personnel without disturbing the local community. Drop zones (DZs) and drop/landing zones (LZs) in other locations,
including the All-American LZ and other drop zones described below, provide crucial training opportunities.6

Camp Robinson
Owned by the Arkansas National Guard, Camp Robinson is a 32,000-acre facility located approximately five miles west of Little Rock
AFB. Camp Robinson includes a 471-acre site known as the All-American Landing Zone. Little Rock AFB utilizes this drop/landing
zone as a tenant and does not maintain real property accountability at this site.7 The All-American LZ enables Little Rock AFB units to
conduct airdrops and assault landings. Approximately 105 busy-day operations occur at the LZ, and 42% of operations occur during
evening hours (10:00 p.m.–7:00 a.m.).8

Blackjack Drop Zone
As part of its mission, Little Rock AFB’s 19 AW owns and utilizes a 310-acre site near Romance, Arkansas, as a DZ. Known as the
Blackjack DZ, the site is located approximately 23 miles north of the main base in White County.9 The DZ is used frequently by
Little Rock AFB to perform airdrop personnel and equipment exercise training as part of the mission of the 19 AW, 314 AW, and 189
AW to provide air transportation for airborne forces, their equipment, and supplies with delivery by airdrop, air-land, or extraction.
According to the 2011 AICUZ Study, Blackjack DZ totaled 88.5 average busy-day aircraft operations.10
6^ Little Rock AFB ICEMAP, September 2017.
7^ Little Rock AFB, Integrated Natural Resources Management Plan (INRMP), February 2019.
8^ Little Rock AFB ICEMAP, September 2017.
9^ Little Rock AFB, Integrated Natural Resources Management Plan (INRMP), February 2019.
10^ Little Rock AFB, Air Installation Compatible Use Zone (AICUZ) Study, June 2011.
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Figure 2.1: Satellite view of installation with insets for Camp Robinson and Blackjack
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Herk Drop Zone
Little Rock AFB also utilizes the Herk DZ at Fort Chaffee, an Army National Guard installation near the city of Fort Smith, for both
airdrops and assault landings. Fort Chaffee owns and maintains the DZ, allowing Little Rock AFB to serve as a user tenant of the
site.11

Other Facilities
Little Rock AFB occasionally uses DZs at other DoD installations for training operations. The installation also has agreements with a
number of regional airports for periodic use, including the following:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Bill and Hillary Clinton National/Adams Field Airport
Mid Delta Regional Airport
Millington Regional Jetport
Arkansas International Airport
Fort Smith Regional Airport
Springfield-Branson National Airport
Fayetteville Regional Airport at Drake Field
Texarkana Regional Airport
Walnut Ridge Regional Airport
Stuttgart Municipal Airport12

Little Rock AFB Airspace and Flight Patterns
Little Rock AFB has one active Class B runway, which is 12,000 feet by 250 feet, and one assault landing strip, which is 3,499 feet
by 60 feet. Average busy-day aircraft operations at Little Rock AFB total 318 daily operations, with 132 operations by instrument
flight rules and 186 operations by visual flight rules.13 The majority of operations at Little Rock AFB are flown to the north, and aircraft
typically depart to the southwest and arrive from the northeast. Flight tracks at Little Rock AFB are planned to minimize noise
exposure to the cities of Jacksonville and Sherwood and to minimize conflict with civilian aircraft operations.14
11^ Little Rock AFB ICEMAP, September 2017.
12^ Little Rock AFB ICEMAP, September 2017.
13^ Little Rock AFB Installation Development Plan, 2016.
14^ Little Rock AFB, Air Installation Compatible Use Zone (AICUZ) Study, June 2011.
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Little Rock AFB controlled airspace has been established in the Jacksonville region to manage air traffic, and Figure 2.2 shows the
airspace controlled or used by Little Rock AFB. Class D airspace extends in a 5.6‑nautical mile (NM) radius around the installation,
and Class C airspace extends in a 10‑NM radius circle around Bill and Hillary Clinton National Airport (LIT). Bill and Hillary National
Airport is located approximately 13 miles southwest of the installation and includes Class C and Little Rock AFB’s Class D airspace
overlap in the southeast through southwest quadrants. All aircraft operating within Class D airspace are required to maintain
radio communication with the air traffic control facilities. Little Rock Approach Control (located at LIT) has authority at altitudes
up to 15,000 feet above mean sea level (MSL) within approximately 30 NM of the airport. Any air traffic flying at altitudes greater
than 15,000 feet above MSL is controlled by the Memphis Air Route Traffic Control Center at Memphis International Airport (MEM)
Tennessee. A special use airspace (SUA), restricted area R-2403A/B, is present in the flying area around Camp Robinson, and
R-2403A/B can be active up to 16,000 feet above MSL.15

C. Little Rock AFB Units
Host Unit
The 19 AW serves as the host unit at Little Rock AFB and supports the world’s largest fleet of C-130 aircraft.
As part of AMC’s Global Reach capability, the wing’s responsibilities range from supplying humanitarian airlift
relief to victims of disasters, airdropping supplies and troops into the heart of contingency operations in hostile
areas, and supporting installation partners as the host unit. The 19 AW consists of four major organizations:
19th Operations Group, 19th Maintenance Group, 19th Mission Support Group, and 19th Medical Group. The
19th Operations Group plans, trains, and executes air and space power for operational levels of war. The 19th
Maintenance Group performs all maintenance on assigned C‑130 aircraft. The 19th Mission Support Group
provides support and logistics functions, including contracting, civil engineer, communications, security forces,
force support, and logistic readiness squadrons. The 19th Medical Group provides responsive care and services
to the installation population and ensures a fit and medically ready active duty force.

15^ Little Rock AFB ICEMAP, September 2017.
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Figure 2.2: Little Rock AFB Airspace
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Tenant Units
The 314th Airlift Wing (Air Education and Training Command) is the nation’s tactical airlift “Center of Excellence”
and trains C-130 aircrew members from the Department of Defense, Coast Guard, and 47 partner nations. The
wing flies 6,115 hours annually and uses two local drop zones, two local assault landing zones, ten regional
airfields, and 50 flight simulators/training devices to train more than 1,200 students annually, including more
than 150 international students in DoD’s largest international flying training program.16
The 189th Airlift Wing is a unit of the Arkansas Air National Guard and is an Air Education and Training
command-gained Formal Training Unit charged with effectively training and qualifying C-130H air crew in all
crew positions to perform combat airlift operations. The wing is the quick response force when called to action
by the governor for state active duty. The wing’s Rapid Augmentation Team is composed of Guardsmen who
respond to aid the State of Arkansas and other locations around the nation as needed.17
The 913th Airlift Group is a United States Air Force Reserve unit and provides combat-ready airmen, as well as
tactical airlift and agile combat support through the C-130J Super Hercules aircraft. The Group began as 22nd
Air Force Detachment One in October 2010, having an active association with the 50th Airlift Squadron, 19th
Airlift Wing, Little Rock Air Force Base. Then the 913th Airlift Group was activated on July 13, 2014, and became
part of 22nd Air Force, Air Force Reserve Command. The Group entered into a classic association with the 19th
Airlift Wing, Little Rock Air Force Base, on December 1, 2015, as a result of the Air Force Total Force Integration
initiative.18
The 373 Training Squadron Detachment 4 has a dual role training both mission-ready airmen and new pipeline
students straight from initial technical school at Sheppard AFB and Field Training Detachment courses.
Advanced journeyman and craftsman-level training includes new C-130J transition courses that teach basic
nomenclature and theory of operations of systems and subsystems. New active duty, guard, and reserve C-130
crew chiefs come through the schoolhouse for a 19-day course in which airmen are awarded the three-skill
16^ ”314th Airlift Wing,” Little Rock AFB, https://www.littlerock.af.mil/Units/314th-Airlift-Wing.
17^ “About the 189th Airlift Wing,” 189th Airlift Wing, https://www.189aw.ang.af.mil/About-Us/Fact-Sheets/Display/Article/1312616/about-the-189th-airlift-wing.
18^ “About the 913th Airlift Group,” 913th Airlift Group, https://www.913ag.afrc.af.mil/About-Us.
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level aircraft maintenance badge upon graduation. Organizationally, Detachment 4 is a geographically separated unit of the 373d
Training Squadron, 982 Training Group, 82 Training Wing, Sheppard AFB, Texas.19

D. Current Operations at Little Rock AFB and Other Facilities
Current operations for host and tenant units at Little Rock AFB include Air Mobility Operations (Airlift and Air Mobility Support) and
Combat Support (Force Support).

Airlift
Little Rock AFB is the home of unrivaled combat airlift. The mission of the 19 AW is “Project and Sustain Agile Combat Airlift.”20
As the nation’s tactical airlift “Center of Excellence,” the 314 AW executes a mission to “Build Professional, Combat-Minded C-130
Crew members.”21 Airlift operations include passenger and cargo movement, humanitarian missions, and special operations and
contingency operations support.

Air Mobility Support
The 19th AW provides air mobility support by sustaining the movement of air personnel and material. Air mobility support is part of
the global air mobility support system, which consists of a limited number of continental United States and en route locations, as well
as deployable forces capable of augmenting fixed en route locations or establishing operating locations where none exist.22

Force Support
Force Support ensures war fighting capability by providing manpower and personnel programs, life‑sustaining and essential
services, and quality‑of‑life programs to support forces across the range of military operations. As part of AMC’s Global Reach
capability, the wing’s responsibilities range from supplying humanitarian airlift relief to victims of disasters, to airdropping supplies
and troops into the heart of contingency operations in hostile areas.23
19^ “373rd Training Squadron (TRS) Detachment 4,” Little Rock AFB, https://www.littlerock.af.mil/TEAM-LITTLE-ROCK/Fact-Sheets/Display/Article/356309/373rd-training-squadron-trsdetachment-4/
20^ ”19th Airlift Wing,” Little Rock AFB, https://www.littlerock.af.mil/TEAM-LITTLE-ROCK/19th-Airlift-Wing.
21^ ”314th Airlift Wing,” Little Rock AFB, https://www.littlerock.af.mil/Units/314th-Airlift-Wing.
22^ Little Rock AFB ICEMAP, September 2017.
23^ Burns & McDonnell, Inc. and JG&A, Installation Development Plan for Little Rock Air Force Base.
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E. Current Aircraft Operations Little Rock AFB
Little Rock AFB includes an airfield with a 12,000‑foot Class B runway and the associated facilities necessary to maintain the
approximately 100 C‑130 aircraft. The airfield averages 515 operations on an average busy day. Little Rock AFB also owns the
Blackjack Drop Zone (DZ) northeast of the installation in White County, and airmen use the All‑American LZ at Camp Robinson to the
west. In addition, the Toneyville Non-Directional Beacon (NDB) is used for navigation of aircraft to the airfield, and is located on a
one‑acre parcel in a residential neighborhood north of the installation near the city of Cabot.24 The primary drop zones used by Little
Rock AFB aircraft are Blackjack DZ, All-American LZ, and Herk DZ (see Section II. B.). Agreements with numerous regional airports
also allow for periodic use for transition training and instrument procedures training.

F. Unmanned Aircraft Systems
Remotely piloted aircraft/unmanned aircraft systems (RPA/UAS) operations among civilian users near Little Rock AFB or its operating
areas can create airspace restrictions and safety concerns for pilots and affect mission operations at the installation. These aircraft,
commonly known as drones, are operated without a human pilot aboard that is either under remote control by a human operator or
by on-board computers. There are three different types of UAS operations:
•
•
•

Public operations
Civil operations
Model aircraft operations (hobby or recreational only)

The Federal Aviation Administration (FAA) issues a Certificate of Waiver or Authorization for public aircraft operations that permits
public agencies and organizations to operate UAS in a designated area. The FAA works with the operating agency to develop
conditions and limitations to ensure a certain level of safety. Examples of public operational uses include law enforcement,
firefighting, border patrol, disaster relief, search and rescue, agricultural operations, and military training.
Arkansas drone legislation to date has primarily provided privacy protections, including prohibiting the use of drones for voyeurism
and conducting surveillance of critical infrastructure such as an electrical power generation system, petroleum refinery, or chemical
manufacturing facility.25 Through the Modernization and Reauthorization Act of 2012, drone operators are required to coordinate with
24^ Little Rock AFB ICEMAP, September 2017.
25^ Arkansas Code, Section 5-60-103(b).
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the airport operator and airport air traffic control tower if operating a drone within a 5-mile radius of a local airport.26 In 2017, the FAA
used its existing authority under Title 14 of the Code of Federal Regulations (14 CFR) § 99.7, Special Security Instructions, to address
national security concerns regarding unauthorized drone operations over 133 military facilities, including Little Rock AFB, that restrict
drone flights up to 400 feet within the lateral boundaries of military installations.27

III. The Community
A. Demographics
The Central Arkansas demographic and economic profile provides critical information and insight into how historical and emerging
trends in population, households, income, labor force, and employment may relate to military readiness and compatibility. The Little
Rock AFB CUS Study area includes Jacksonville, Sherwood, Cabot, North Little Rock, Lonoke, Ward, Austin, and Maumelle and the
counties of Pulaski, Lonoke, Faulkner, and White. The CUS Study Area focuses on the communities surrounding Little Rock AFB that
are directly affected by the installation’s current and future missions. The majority of Little Rock AFB military and civilian personnel
also live in these communities and work hard to be good neighbors and support the installation-community relations that enhance
mission readiness. While the primary focus of this study is on the local region, it is important to note that Little Rock AFB units utilize
airspace and training areas in locations across the state of Arkansas and portions of the neighboring states. Little Rock AFB works
with stakeholders at the local, regional, state, and national level to protect the military operational areas, including airspace, from
incompatible development and other encroachment threats.

1. Growth Trends
Based on 2010 US Census data, the CUS Study Area is home to over 528,000 people. Historical county and city population data
(see Table 2.1) indicate an overall trend of slowing population growth compared to the significant growth experienced in much of
the second half of the 20th century. From 2010 to 2019, Pulaski County experienced a 2.4% increase in population (slightly lower
than the state average of 3.5%), whereas the city of Jacksonville saw a 0.4% decrease in population.28 Smaller cities, like Cabot and
Sherwood, are experiencing higher%age population gains and rapid housing growth.29
26^ FAA Modernization and Reform Act, Pub.L. 112-95 (2012).
27^ FAA, Special Security Instructions, 14 CFR § 99.7 (2017).
28^ U.S. Census Bureau, Population Estimates Program (PEP).
29^ Metroplan, “Metro Trends Demographic Review and Outlook,” August 2019, www.metroplan.org/sites/default/files/media/publications/DemographicReview2019.pdf.
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2. Population
The regional population within the Little Rock AFB CUS Study Area is composed of a mix of urban and rural/unincorporated
populations (see Table 2.2). Pulaski County consists of a significantly higher%age of urban population, with only 12.3% of the county
living in rural areas. Conversely, slightly more than half of White County lives in rural areas. Although some areas of Central Arkansas
have recently seen the lowest population growth rates since the 1980s and 1990s, smaller cities and hamlets are experiencing
higher rates of growth.30 The more established cities of Little Rock and North Little Rock saw an increase of 7.7% and 6.8%,
respectively, in housing units from 2000 to 2010. For the same time period, smaller cities such as Cabot in Lonoke County, which had
a 59.4% increase in housing units, saw housing construction soar.31 Multi-family construction in the region also has exceeded national
trends for the majority of quarters during the past two years.32

3. Economy
Little Rock and Pulaski County have a diverse economy rooted largely in health care, aerospace, banking and finance, technology,
advanced manufacturing, government, education, and agriculture. The education, health, and social services sector remains a robust
cornerstone of the Central Arkansas economy. Commuting patterns of the Central Arkansas region indicate that the majority of jobs
are found in Little Rock and its immediate suburbs. Based on the most recent data, 56% of commuters traveled to Little Rock, and a
total of 84% of commuters traveled closer to the regional center for work from where they lived.33
Some of the main industries in Lonoke and White counties include health care and social assistance, retail trade, manufacturing, and
education. Agriculture, including crops such as rice and soybeans as well as livestock and timber, has historically been a major factor
in the economic growth of these areas and continues to be an economic driver. Lonoke County has over 367,000 acres of farmland,
and White County has over 344,000 acres of farmland.34

30^ Wesley Brown, “Metroplan: Suburban, commuter-driven workforce generates $40 billion boost to Central Arkansas economy,” Talk Business & Politics, July 13, 2017, https://talkbusiness.
net/2017/07/metroplan-suburban-commuter-driven-workforce-generates-40-billion-boost-to-central-arkansas-economy
31^ Metroplan, “Central Arkansas Housing Units by Community,” http://metroplan.org/sites/default/files/HousingUnits-MSA_1990-2010_Census.pdf.
32^ Metroplan, “Metro Trends Demographic Review and Outlook,” August 2019, http://metroplan.org/sites/default/files/media/publications/DemographicReview2019.pdf.
33^ Metroplan, “Metro Trends Demographic Review and Outlook,” 2017, http://metroplan.org/sites/default/files/media/publications/DemographicReview2017.pdf.
34^ USDA, National Agricultural Statistics Service, “County Summary Highlights,” 2017 Census of Agriculture—County Data.
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The median household income in Pulaski County is approximately $50,093, slightly higher than the state median household income
of $45,726.35 Employment and earnings data for the various industry sectors in the region are provided in Table 2.3. In 2019, the
unemployment rate for the region averaged 3.1%, which is comparable to the state unemployment rate of 3.5% and the national rate
of 3.6% for the same time period.36

B. Economic Impacts of Little Rock AFB on the Community
The DoD contributes billions of dollars each year to state economies through the operation of military installations. This spending
helps sustain local communities by creating employment opportunities across a wide range of sectors, both directly and indirectly.
Active duty and civilian employees spend their military wages on locally produced goods and services, while pensions and other
benefits provide retirees and dependents a reliable source of income. States and communities also benefit from defense contracts
with private companies for equipment, supplies, construction, and various services such as health care and information technology.
Little Rock AFB is the fifth-largest employer in the state of Arkansas and plays a crucial role in the Central Arkansas regional
economy, as shown in Table 2.4. The majority of active-duty and civil service members who work at Little Rock AFB live either in onbase housing or in the nearby cities of Jacksonville and Cabot.

C. Growth-Related Infrastructure
The term infrastructure typically refers to the technical structures that support a society, such as roads, water supply, sewer, storm
drains, electrical grids, and telecommunications. It can be defined as the physical components of interrelated systems providing
commodities and services essential to enable, sustain, or enhance societal living.

1. Water and Wastewater
Water and wastewater infrastructure acts as a driver of development and potential encroachment by guiding potential new
development and allowing for increased density in developed areas. In 2001, the Little Rock water utility and North Little Rock Water
35^ U.S. Census Bureau, Population Estimates Program (PEP).
36^ Arkansas Division of Workforce Services, “2020 April Arkansas Labor Market Report,” http://www.discover.arkansas.gov/Portals/194/Publications/Arkansas%20Labor%20Market/Current/
LM_Report.pdf.
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Table 2.1: Regional Population Growth Trends

Jurisdiction

1900

1950

1990

2000

2010

City of Jacksonville

N/A

2,474

29,101

29,916

28,364

City of Cabot

294

1,147

8,319

15,261

23,776

City of Sherwood

N/A

717

18,893

21,511

29,523

City of North Little Rock

N/A

44,097

61,741

60,433

62,304

City of Little Rock

38,307

102,213

175,795

183,133

193,524

Pulaski County

63,179

196,685

349,660

361,474

382,748

Lonoke County

22,544

27,278

39,268

52,828

68,356

White County

24,864

38,040

54,676

67,165

77,076

1,311,564

1,909,511

2,350,624

2,673,400

2,915,918

State of Arkansas

Source: U.S. Census Bureau; Metropolitan Area Planning Commission of Pulaski County (Metroplan)

Table 2.2: Urban and Rural Population Counts in 2010

Urban Populations

Urban Populations as
Percentage of Totals

Rural Population

Rural Population as
Percentage of Total

Pulaski County

335,759

87.7%

46,989

12.3%

Lonoke County

37,724

55.2%

30,632

44.8%

White County

35,210

45.7%

41,866

54.3%

Jurisdiction

Source: U.S. Census Bureau
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Table 2.3: Employment by Major Industry Sector in Little Rock- North Little Rock- Conway, AR Metropolitan Statistical Area

Occupation

Employment

Percentage of Totals

Annual Mean Wage

Office and Administrative Support

46,720

13.3%

$37,240

Sales

36,320

10.4%

$38,030

Food Preparation and Serving

31,720

9.1%

$23,040

Transportation and Material Moving

29,940

8.6%

$33,700

Healthcare

29,020

8.3%

$72,130

Management

21,800

6.2%

$95,000

Business and Financial Operations

20,950

6.0%

$60,400

Education

19,440

5.6%

$55,940

Production

16,960

4.8%

$35,880

Installation, Maintenance, and Repair

16,410

4.7%

$43,580

Healthcare Support

14,730

4.2%

$28,360

Construction and Extraction

12,090

3.5%

$40,270

Source: U.S. Bureau of Labor Statistics, May 2019 Metropolitan and Non-metropolitan Area Occupational Employment and Wage Estimates

Table 2.4: Little Rock AFB Economic Impact (FY19)

Total Military Payroll

$247,502,200

Total Civilian Payroll

$57,131,226

Total Annual Expenditures (Construction; Services; Materials,
Equipment & Supplies)

$407,187,832

Estimated Annual Dollar Value of Indirect Jobs Created

$114,710,960

Total Economic Impact

$782,584,308

Source: Little Rock AFB, Economic Impact Statement FY19
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Department merged to form the Central Arkansas Water System, which serves a population of 388,000 across the Greater Little
Rock-North Little Rock area.37 The City of Jacksonville receives water from the North Little Rock municipal system. Water is drawn
from Lake Maumelle and Lake Winona, treated by the Central Arkansas Water System at Little Rock, distributed by the North Little
Rock municipal system, and piped to Jacksonville and Little Rock AFB.38 Lake Maumelle is a 8,900-acre man-made lake located in
west Pulaski County that provides approximately 65% of the daily demand for the Central Arkansas Water System, and Lake Winona
is a 1,240-acre man-made lake in Saline County that supplies 35% of the daily system-wide demand.
Wastewater at Little Rock AFB and across the city of Jacksonville is collected in the sanitary sewer system and piped to the
Jacksonville Municipal Wastewater Treatment System for treatment. Little Rock AFB does not have any on-base pre-treatment
facilities for sanitary or other wastewater. The Johnson Plant, constructed in 1985–1988, serves as Jacksonville’s only municipal
wastewater treatment plant. The treated wastewater is released into Bayou Metro, a tributary of the Arkansas River.39
Little Rock AFB maintains permits issued by Arkansas Department of Environmental Quality (ADEQ) and Jacksonville Wastewater
Utility to discharge stormwater runoff at four outfall locations. The outfall locations are monitored annually by Little Rock AFB
personnel.40

2. Transportation
The Little Rock-North Little Rock area of Central Arkansas is the largest urban area in the state, and Pulaski County is served by
Interstate 40, Interstate 30, U.S. Highway 65, and US Highways 67/167. Little Rock AFB is located approximately 15 miles northeast
of Interstate Highways 30 and 40 and directly west of US Highway 67/167. As the Little Rock-North Little Rock-Conway metropolitan
area continues to grow, undeveloped areas within Pulaski County are likely to continue to see new commercial and residential
developments. These new developments will necessitate the need for new transportation alternatives, including the improvement
of existing roadways and construction of new roadways. The Master Road Plan of Pulaski County provides a strategy for improving
the roadway network within the county to serve both existing and future development. This plan also uses the adopted City of
Jacksonville Master Street Plan as the basis for roadway classification within the municipal planning jurisdiction.41
37^ Central Arkansas Water, “Water Source Info,” http://www.carkw.com/water-source-info.
38^ Little Rock AFB, Integrated Natural Resources Management Plan (INRMP), February 2019.
39^ Jacksonville Wastewater Utility, “Jacksonville Wastewater Utility,” https://www.jwwu.com/index.html.
40^ Little Rock AFB, Integrated Natural Resources Management Plan (INRMP), February 2019.
41^ Little Rock AFB ICEMAP, September 2017.
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The Arkansas Department of Transportation (ARDOT) and Metroplan have conducted a study on the proposed development of an
east–west Arkansas 89 corridor that would provide a route from US 67/167 in Cabot to Interstate 40 in Mayflower. The proposed
route runs directly north of Camp Robinson and would pass near Little Rock AFB and directly under the flight path for C-130 aircraft.
Although the section by Camp Robinson would remain a two-lane road, the section near Little Rock AFB could be upgraded
to a four-lane roadway as traffic warrants.42 Road construction and improvement projects can encourage development that is
incompatible with the Little Rock AFB mission if not coordinated with installation personnel. An ARDOT project to widen a section of
US 67/167 along Vandenberg Boulevard is expected to ease the majority of traffic concerns associated with the Vandenberg Gate at
Little Rock AFB.
Rock Region METRO serves as the public transit system for the cities of Little Rock, North Little Rock, Maumelle, Jacksonville,
Sherwood, and Pulaski County. Three different branches comprise Rock Region METRO: METRO local, a fixed‑route bus service;
METRO Streetcar, a 3.4‑mile rail system that operates in Little Rock and North Little Rock; and METRO Links, a custom para-transit
service. The system carries over 2.5 million passengers each year. METRO Streetcar serves 100,000 riders annually, METRO Local
serves between 9,500 to 10,000 riders on weekdays, and METRO Links serves 7,500 to 8,500 para-transit‑eligible riders per
month.43
The Bill and Hillary Clinton National Airport (LIT), located directly east of downtown Little Rock, is the largest commercial airport in
Arkansas. Managed by the Little Rock Municipal Airport Commission, Clinton National Airport hosts six airlines to 14 destinations
and serves nearly 2 million passengers annually.44 In 2019, the Commission approved a $10 million plan to expand the terminal ramp
space to accommodate more parking for airliners. Airlines have switched from smaller regional jets to larger mainline jets with the
growth in passenger traffic.45 The Commission is in the process of preparing a new master plan to guide airport development and
improvements for the next 20 years.

42^ Noel Oman, “Officials briefed on revised Central Arkansas route prospects; vision is Cabot, Mayflower link,” Arkansas Democrat-Gazette, May 31, 2018, https://www.arkansasonline.com/
news/2018/may/31/officials-briefed-on-revised-89-prospec/.
43^ Rock Region Metropolitan Transit Authority, 2020 Annual Budget Report, https://rrmetro.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/02/2020_Annual_Budget_Report.pdf.
44^ Bill and Hillary Clinton National Airport, “About Us,” https://www.clintonairport.com/airport-business/our-impact/about-us/.
45^ Noel Oman, “$9.9M Little Rock airport expansion backed,” Arkansas Democrat-Gazette, May 15, 2019, https://www.arkansasonline.com/news/2019/may/15/airport-panel-backsexpansion-20190515/?news-politics.
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3. Defense Community Infrastructure Program
The Defense Community Infrastructure Program (DCIP) is a pilot program through the DoD Office of Economic Adjustment that
authorizes the Secretary of Defense to make grants, conclude cooperative agreements, and supplement funds available under other
Federal programs to address deficiencies in community infrastructure supportive of a military installation if the Secretary determines
that such assistance will enhance the military value. This program may be leveraged to support growth-related community
infrastructure improvements that promote compatibility with military readiness.

D. Community Partnerships
The Jacksonville Military/Governmental Relations and North Little Rock Military Relations Committees are part of the Jacksonville and
North Little Rock Chambers of Commerce, respectively, and are composed of chamber members. They promote goodwill between
Little Rock AFB and the community, assist in the integration of military personnel to the region, coordinate efforts to strengthen
current missions, assist in possible new missions, and implement measures to ensure Little Rock AFB’s future.
The Little Rock Air Force Base Community Council is a civilian nonprofit organization made up of central Arkansas community
leaders who are dedicated to serving Little Rock AFB, its mission, and its people. Little Rock AFB also has a long history of engaging
with and helping out local communities. Little Rock AFB personnel actively volunteer for a variety of community programs and
initiatives including Eagle’s Watch Foundation, Gifts for Families, Fisher House, Air Force Aid Society, Air Force Spouse, and AF
Wounded Warrior.46 A senior Little Rock AFB official also serves as an ex-officio member of the Jacksonville-North Pulaski School
District board.
Little Rock AFB is one of many Air Force installations across the country that has taken part in the Air Force Community Partnership
Program. The program is designed to leverage military and local community capabilities and resources to obtain value and benefit in
support of the AF mission. This program explores cost‑saving opportunities through innovative partnerships and shared services with
local communities, government agencies, and businesses.

46^ Little Rock AFB ICEMAP, September 2017.
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Partnerships between Little Rock AFB and the surrounding communities include the following:
•
•
•

Jacksonville–Little Rock AFB University Center, which provides educational opportunities for the military population and the
local community
Potential construction of a city-installation commercial/retail facility
Energy and electrical upgrades through Entergy Corporation

The 189 AW’s 223rd Cyberspace Operations
Squadron supported the establishment of a
new cyber security program at Jacksonville
High School. Cyber operators from the wing,
in coordination with cyber instructors at the
school, developed the course and rose to
the challenge to inspire and educate future
cyber operators and Air National Guardsmen.
The 223rd, whose prior experience involves
the East Initiative in the West Little Rock
area, provided courses in wireless encryption
security and showed the students the
importance of good encryption and strong
passwords. With the rapid growth of the
cybersecurity industry, the addition of the
program at Jacksonville High School will help
lead to career paths and economic growth
within the cybersecurity sector.

Figure 2.3: Team Little Rock honorary commanders are given opportunities to learn about
the Air Force and the mission at Little Rock AFB (US Air Force photo by Senior Airman
Grace Nichols)

The Association of Defense Communities
recognized Central Arkansas as one of the
2020 Great American Defense Communities
for this community partnership initiative with
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Little Rock AFB.47 At the state level, the Governor’s Military Affairs Committee was established in 2015 to bring together public
and private leaders around the state to advocate for Arkansas’ military installations and missions. Through the Arkansas Economic
Development Commission, the Military Affairs Grant Program provides funding for projects and programs that strengthen and sustain
the state’s military installations. Resources and support from the Governor’s Military Affairs Committee and the Arkansas Economic
Development Commission may be available to support military readiness and community compatibility.

IV. Areas of Potential Conflict
A. Urban Growth
Many factors, including urban growth, require strong coordination and planning among Little Rock AFB and nearby communities.
Urban growth includes the expanding development of nearby communities that may result in additional housing and infrastructure,
population densities, and changing land use patterns. Urban growth can become a potential driver and root cause of other
encroachment concerns identified below, including noise, light pollution, and energy development.48
The area surrounding Little Rock AFB is largely composed of scattered suburban development that is increasing at a modest rate.
Some local city and county ordinances lack current adequate land use restrictions to effectively protect land around the installation
and its operational areas. Several of the counties and municipalities surrounding Little Rock AFB do not currently have zoning or
other land use restrictions. Certain types of development could be incompatible with the military mission. Urban growth also could
be a potential driver to exacerbate other potential encroachment factors, such as increased noise complaints, more safety concerns
due to incompatible development in accident potential zones (APZs), and more competition for energy and water infrastructure.49
While incompatible urban growth concerns are often addressed with land use controls in local jurisdictions, gaps may occur in
jurisdictions that lack zoning regulations. However, Arkansas Code 14-56-426 (Act 540 of 2005) stipulates that cities of the first
class within five miles of an active-duty USAF installation must enact a city ordinance restricting or prohibiting future land uses that
might be hazardous to aircraft operations within the city’s five-mile extraterritorial jurisdiction. The City of Jacksonville consequently
47^ Master Sgt. Jessica Roles, “Jacksonville community awarded Great American Defense Communities award,” 189th Airlift Wing, https://www.189aw.ang.af.mil/News/Article-Display/
Article/2099387/jacksonville-community-awarded-great-american-defense-communities-award
48^ Department of the Air Force, Air Force Instruction 90-2001 Mission Sustainment, 31 July 2019.
49^ Little Rock AFB ICEMAP, September 2017.
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adopted an AICUZ overlay district that applies to the future development and use of land within the Little Rock AFB clear zone (CZ),
APZ 1, and APZ 2. The overlay district provides density restrictions, compatible future land uses, and construction requirements
for sound attenuation, each of which are based on the recommendations in the Little Rock AFB AICUZ Study. However, the AICUZ
overlay district does not incorporate all of the AICUZ recommendations, including those related to noise impacts.
Similar to Jacksonville’s overlay district, the City of Sherwood adopted an AICUZ overlay district in 2007.50 Current Jacksonville and
Sherwood ordinances allow residential uses within the CZ and APZs; which is inconsistent with both the 2011 Little Rock AFB AICUZ
and Air Force Handbook (AFH) 32-7084, AICUZ Program Manager’s Guide.51 The City of Cabot has not adopted an overlay district or
any other regulations that would protect Little Rock AFB from incompatible uses and development.

B. Accident Potential
Allowing additional incompatibilities in the clear zone or accident potential zones could have significant impacts on flight
operations and could increase risks to the community. All 414 acres of the CZ are located within the boundary of Little Rock AFB
(see Figure 2.4), but there are existing land uses within the APZ 1 and APZ 2 that extend off-base and are incompatible with Little
Rock AFB’s mission and operations.52 The overlay districts adopted by City of Jacksonville and City of Sherwood to satisfy AICUZ
requirements do not apply to present land uses and do not address existing incompatible development. Existing and future
incompatible development in the APZs could have devastating effects on the installation and surrounding community if an aircraft
were to have an accident during approach or takeoff. After studies and analysis completed by the State of Arkansas, the majority
of the populations of the cities and counties adjacent to Little Rock AFB have grown at a faster pace due to the existence of the
installation.53

50^ Little Rock AFB, Air Installation Compatible Use Zone (AICUZ) Study, June 2011.
51^ Little Rock AFB ICEMAP, September 2017.
52^ Little Rock AFB Installation Development Plan, 2016.
53^ Little Rock AFB ICEMAP, September 2017.

58

Little Rock AFB Compatible Use Study
Chapter 2: Current Conditions and the Path Forward
Figure 2.4: Little Rock AFB Clear Zones and Accident Potential Zones
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C. Noise
Little Rock AFB has self-imposed aircraft overflight restrictions, including traffic patterns and altitudes, that limit the use of airspace
over surrounding communities to minimize the effects of aircraft noise. The majority of operations at Little Rock AFB head north of
the runway in the more sparsely populated areas of Lonoke, Pulaski, and White counties. Because of this, most Little Rock AFB noise
zones are located north of the installation. As shown in Figure 2.5, there are 1,786 acres of land outside the installation boundary
that is within the 65–69 dBA DNL noise zones and a total of 331 acres in the 70–74 dBA DNL or higher noise zones. These lands
are primarily in Pulaski County but also include land in Lonoke County and City of Cabot. Compatible uses beneath airspace are
required for Little Rock AFB to conduct its mission to train and educate student pilots. Urban growth and incompatible development
in these areas could increase noise complaints and lead to additional avoidance areas and restrictions on air operations that would
significantly limit the installation’s ability to maintain mission readiness.

D. Light Pollution
Approximately 42% of the total daily operations at the Blackjack DZ and All-American LZ occur during nighttime hours (10:00 p.m.–
7:00 a.m.).54 Light pollution can severely impede Little Rock AFB’s ability to conduct realistic nighttime training. Although the landing
zones and drop zones used by Little Rock AFB are primarily located in rural, minimally developed areas, an increase in development
in these surrounding communities could lead to future concerns with light pollution.

E. Renewable Energy
The development, siting, distribution, or transmission of energy resources, including wind energy, can create conflicts in airspace
training, which can cause encroachment and sustainment challenges for Air Force installations. Wind turbine infrastructure can
affect spectrum dependent systems (e.g., radars, microwave systems, and satellite communications systems), and the turbines and
other tall structures can obstruct low-level flight training and testing. There are no known current issues with renewable energy
development affecting Little Rock AFB, but increasing growth in the renewable energy sector is occurring at a rapid pace, and new
technological improvements may create opportunities for energy development in new areas that have not been viable previously.
As regional alternative energy development increases, it could lead to the risk of incompatible land use near the installation or its
operational areas.
54^ Little Rock AFB ICEMAP, September 2017.

60

Little Rock AFB Compatible Use Study
Chapter 2: Current Conditions and the Path Forward

Figure 2.5: Little Rock AFB Noise Zones
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F. Traffic
Concerns have been identified about traffic delays that occur in association with security protocols at gate entrances to Little Rock
AFB, in particular at the main gate at Vandenburg Boulevard. More than half of participants in the Little Rock AFB CUS Survey (see
Appendix A) responded that they experience traffic delays at least occasionally. However, more than 90% of respondents indicated
no more than a minor concern or impact due to traffic delays. The installation works with local authorities to plan transportation
improvements that may affect traffic and continues to monitor conditions. As discussed previously in the Growth-Related
Infrastructure section, there is an ongoing ARDOT construction project to widen Vandenberg Boulevard that is expected to ease
many of the traffic issues at Vandenberg Gate.

G. Water
Little Rock AFB was one of 203 installations identified by the Air Force as potential release locations for aqueous film forming foam
(AFFF), a firefighting agent containing perfluorooctane sulfonate (PFOS)/perfluorooctanoic acid (PFOA) and used by emergency fire
response teams at commercial airports, the Air Force, and other services to combat petroleum-based fires. Little Rock AFB replaced
legacy AFFF in its fire vehicles with a replacement foam in 2016. The base also retrofitted its fire vehicles with a system that prevents
foam discharge during equipment testing. All hangar fire suppression systems and vehicles have had legacy AFFF removed.
The Air Force Civil Engineer Center (AFCEC) completed a preliminary assessment in December 2015 that identified 22 potential
release areas where AFFF was used at Little Rock AFB. Fourteen of the sites were recommended for sampling as part of the basewide site inspection. AFCEC samples on-base ground water and surface water sources in December 2018 and January 2019, and the
sampling yielded results above the lifetime health advisory (LHA) level for three surface water samples and ten shallow groundwater
samples, which are not affecting drinking water sources.
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As part of the Air Force’s ongoing site inspection process to evaluate PFOS/PFOA, monitoring wells were installed down gradient
of known Air Force source areas, which detected groundwater levels of PFOS and PFOA and warranted the investigation of offbase water wells. In July 2020, off-base sampling of off-base and private wells identified for additional sampling was complete. The
AFCEC inspection team tested wells down gradient of known source areas on the installation, where groundwater levels of PFOS
and PFOA were previously detected. Precise results will not be available until the validation process is complete within four to six
weeks, after all regulatory and legal requirements are met. Upon completion, official results will be sent to all owners. Although there
are no US Environmental Protection Agency or state regulatory limits or clean-up standards regarding PFOS/PFOA, the Air Force
continues to investigate and monitor drinking water sources near the base.

H. Other Areas of Potential Conflict
In 2017, Little Rock AFB analyzed other encroachment factors identified below with future potential to affect military readiness,
but analysis determined these factors did not appear to be major issues at that time. The military attempts to mitigate these
encroachment impacts through service-level programs, like the CUS program, and to manage encroachment through established
and effective collaborative land use planning processes.
•

•

•

Spectrum – Although there are no existing concerns regarding installation communications and the use of electromagnetic
spectrum for Little Rock AFB units, access to frequency spectrum is a growing national concern. There is competition for
frequency spectrum due to the increase in consumer communications devices coupled with an increasing need for adequate
spectrum in DoD training activities.
Energy – The development, siting, distribution, or transmission of energy resources, including wind energy, can create
conflicts in airspace training, which can cause encroachment and sustainment challenges for Air Force installations. Although
there are no current challenges, future large-scale commercial wind farms or other incompatible energy development facilities
near Little Rock AFB and its training and operational areas could interfere with air operations and communications.
Natural Factors/Climate Effects – While no major immediate challenges are expected, long-term impacts to military and
community stakeholders may include increased risks to people, infrastructure, and natural resources due to higher potential
for fire and more frequent strong storm events. Increased heat may restrict military training days and increased precipitation
and storm events may cause challenges/restrictions on vehicle movements and potential limits on military airborne training.
Natural resource managers may experience increased management requirements and more resources needed to prevent
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•

negative impacts from invasive species propagation. Changes in precipitation patterns and increased heat may cause stress
on water quality and quantity.
Natural/Cultural Resources – There have been confirmed sightings at Little Rock AFB of the interior least tern (Sterna
antillarum athalassos), a federally listed endangered species, and the installation maintains an awareness program and
follows protocols approved by the US Fish and Wildlife Service. Other rare and sensitive species have been found on or near
the installation or operational areas, but the species and their habitat do not constrain the installation’s ability to complete
its mission.55 Several cultural resources surveys have found a total of four prehistoric archaeological sites and 34 historic
archaeological sites. Several Cold War-era buildings are eligible for listing in the National Register of Historic Places, but
there are currently no National Register-listed properties at Little Rock AFB.56 Little Rock AFB maintains natural and cultural
resources management programs to mitigate and prevent impacts from on-base activities, and there are no current constraints
or compliance issues.

V. Environmental Resources Program and Management
As specified in Air Force Instruction (AFI) 32-7001, Environmental Management, Little Rock AFB must comply with all applicable
environmental compliance program requirements. Although most of these environmental compliance areas are not directly related to
land use compatibility off the installation, a brief description of each is included for context.

Air Quality Management
Little Rock AFB is in the Central Arkansas Intrastate Air Quality Control Region established by the US Environmental Protection
Agency and administered by the ADEQ. Pulaski County is in attainment for all criteria pollutants. Little Rock AFB operates under a
Synthetic Minor Air Permit issued by the ADEQ. The Synthetic Minor Permit allows for self-imposed limits that, when followed, will
ensure the installation’s emissions will remain below Title V levels.57

55^ Little Rock AFB ICEMAP, September 2017.
56^ Little Rock AFB, Integrated Cultural Resources Management Plan (ICRMP), 2015.
57^ Little Rock AFB, Integrated Natural Resources Management Plan (INRMP), February 2019.
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Hazardous Waste Management
Hazardous wastes at Little Rock AFB are generated from routine activities, including maintenance and corrosion control of aircraft,
vehicle and support equipment maintenance, general maintenance, munitions storage and disposal, medical services, and laboratory
operations. Little Rock AFB maintains a Hazardous Waste Management Plan and a Spill Prevention Plan. The installation does not
have a permit for treatment, storage, or disposal of hazardous waste and therefore removes waste from the installation within 90
days.58

Water Quality Management
Pursuant to the utilities privatization program, Jacksonville Water Works assumes all maintenance and water quality responsibilities
on Little Rock AFB.59 The 2019 Little Rock AFB Annual Drinking Water Quality Report did not indicate any levels of contaminants in
excess of the US Environmental Protection Agency’s drinking water standards.60

Installation Restoration Program
Little Rock AFB implemented the Installation Restoration Program (IRP) to comply with applicable laws and regulations and to ensure
that present and future waste and resource management practices at the installation will protect human health and the environment.
Currently, the installation is under an Arkansas Consent Administrative Order concerning past releases of hazardous materials.
The installation has assumed the role of the lead agency and is actively pursuing cleanup at all sites, consistent with federal and
state regulations and guidance. The IRP currently includes preliminary assessment and remedial investigation/ feasibility studies to
determine the disposition of hazardous waste sites identified at the installation. The program is administered through 19 CES/CEIER
and is supported by Public Affairs and the Staff Judge Advocate Office. While Little Rock AFB currently has 55 IRP sites, only two
sites are active and in Remedial Action-Operation phase.61

58^ Little Rock AFB, Integrated Natural Resources Management Plan (INRMP), February 2019.
59^ Little Rock AFB, Integrated Natural Resources Management Plan (INRMP), February 2019.
60^ Jacksonville Water Works, US Air Force Base – Little Rock 2019 Annual Drinking Water Quality Report, 2019.
61^ Little Rock AFB, Integrated Natural Resources Management Plan (INRMP), February 2019.
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Solid Waste Management and Resource Recovery
Solid waste management and resource recovery must be in compliance with statutory and procedural requirements, including the
Resource Conservation and Recovery Act of 1976, Regulation No. 22 Solid Waste Management Rules of the Arkansas Pollution
Control and Ecology Commission, and Executive Order (EO) 13834. Little Rock AFB’s hazardous waste program provides guidance
for waste identification, storage, transportation, disposal, landfill operations, and underground storage tanks.62

Natural Resources Management Program
The commander of the 19 AW at Little Rock AFB is responsible for compliance with federal, state, and local environmental laws and
regulations, including the Sikes Act of 1960, National Environmental Policy Act, and Endangered Species Act. Only 2,300 acres at
Little Rock AFB are classified as urban land; the remaining acreage consist of woodlands, grasslands, fields, wetlands, open water
bodies, and riparian areas. The installation includes a variety of terrestrial habitats as well as limited aquatic habitats, and Little Rock
AFB is home to the interior least tern (Sterna antillarum athalassos), a federally and state-endangered species.
As mandated by the Sikes Act as amended by the Sikes Act Improvement Act of 1997, the Little Rock AFB INRMP is designed to
provide an interdisciplinary approach to management and stewardship of installation natural resources within the framework of
ecosystem management. Little Rock AFB is designated as a Category I Natural Resources Installation and updates the INRMP every
five years, with annual reviews by installation officials to identify minor updates and track implementation.63

Wastewater Management Program
The City of Jacksonville regulates the permit issued to the installation for the discharge of wastewater to the Jacksonville sanitary
wastewater collection system.64 The Jacksonville Wastewater Utility (JWWU) has not received a National Pollutant Discharge
Elimination System permit violation for at least 25 consecutive years.65 In 2019, five of the nine sanitary sewer overflows experienced
by JWWU were in the Little Rock AFB system and all were corrected. JWWU maintains a daily cleaning, televising, and investigative
program with a three-year routine cleaning schedule and has no stated budget issues.66
62^ Little Rock AFB ICEMAP, September 2017.
63^ Little Rock AFB, Integrated Natural Resources Management Plan (INRMP), February 2019.
64^ Little Rock AFB, Integrated Natural Resources Management Plan (INRMP), February 2019.
65^ Jacksonville Wastewater Utility, Financial Statements and Independent Auditor’s Reports, December 31, 2016.
66^ Jacksonville Wastewater Utility, CAP for Sanitary Sewer Overflows (SSOs) Annual Progress Report, January 7, 2020.
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Storm Water Management Program
Little Rock AFB is authorized to discharge storm water under the National Pollutant Discharge Elimination System and the Arkansas
Water and Air Pollution Control Act. Little Rock AFB maintains a Storm Water Management Plan, and Civil Engineering conducts
annual monitoring of storm water outfall locations and routine inspection and maintenance of the grit chambers. Interviews have
identified repair or improvement needs for a dammed lake on the installation with a concern that if it fails, downstream impacts could
affect off-base properties. However, design of the needed improvements to the dam are anticipated for completion in FY2021, with
improvements completed in FY2022.

Cultural Resources Program and Management
To protect the cultural resources at Little Rock AFB and to integrate cultural resources management into the planning and
implementation of construction, training, and land use, an Integrated Cultural Resource Management Plan (ICRMP) has been
prepared and is reviewed annually by Civil Engineer Squadron/Civil Engineer Environmental Element, with any major revisions
required every five years. Cultural resources at Little Rock AFB include 38 archaeological sites and 17 localities. One archaeological
site is recommended eligible for inclusion in the National Register of Historic Places (NRHP), Building 258 has been identified as
eligible for inclusion in the NRHP, and 26 buildings were determined potentially eligible for inclusion in the NRHP when they reach
50 years of age.67

67^ Little Rock AFB, Integrated Cultural Resources Management Plan (ICRMP), July 2005.
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I. Introduction
This chapter of the CUS provides an analysis of the known military training and operational factors that create potential areas of
compatibility concern in the communities that host Little Rock Air Force Base and its associated training facilities. This analysis
focuses on a range of operational and training impacts, including aircraft accident potential, aviation noise, obstructions to aerial
navigation and related issues that can impair military readiness, endanger aviators or civilians in their communities, or impact the
quality of life of residents.
In order to gauge the degree of compatibility (or incompatibility) that exists, the analysis provides insight into current land use
and development patterns; the current regulatory environment, including compatible use regulations; and the plans of the local
governments for future growth and development. These factors are analyzed in the context of the current operational environment
based upon the most reliable information available. Taken as a whole, this analysis will help to inform the CUS recommendations and
provide background information to support the decisions of local governments as they seek to promote ongoing compatible growth
and development in the region.
Overall, the results of the analysis contained in this chapter found an environment that remains mostly compatible with the current
operational and training missions conducted by Little Rock Air Force Base. Where compatibility issues were identified, they tended
to be regulatory in nature, which have solutions that are typically more easily implementable than the major existing land use
compatibility conflicts that impact other installations that have not had the success that the Little Rock AFB has had in maintaining a
generally compatible environment.
A map detailing the geographic scope of the Study Area and Land Use Focus Areas for the CUS is shown on the following page. The
study area as a whole extends in a 50-mile radius from Little Rock AFB, while the Land Use Focus Areas extend five miles from the
boundaries of the base, as well as its associated training facilities: All American LZ (located on Camp Robinson) and Blackjack DZ in
White County.
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Map 3.1: Little Rock Air Force Base Compatible Use Study Area
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II. Aircraft Accident Potential
The Air Force has developed a set of land use compatibility recommendations to guide civilian communities in the planning and
regulation of development in areas of increased aircraft accident potential that extend from each end of military runways. These
areas, known as accident potential zones (APZs), have a defined length and width based on the type of runway they are associated
with. The APZs are divided into three categories of decreasing potential for aviation incidents: the clear zone (CZ), which occupies
the area closest to the end of the runway, APZ 1, which extends outward from the clear zone, and finally, APZ 2, which extends out
from APZ 1. Once established, APZs tend to remain in place, unaltered, with the exception to changes in the official specifications for
their dimensions or the extension of a runway.
Given the inherent risk of loss of life and damage to property within APZs, the compatible use recommendations published by the Air
Force for APZs are intended to minimize the exposure of civilian populations to the inherent dangers present on the ground in close
proximity to a military runway. In the CZ, which has the highest risk potential, virtually no active uses of land are recommended, with
the exception of agricultural activities (excluding livestock) and, under certain circumstances, similar open uses of land that do not
include structures and limit the number of people present within the area. While there are a larger number of potentially compatible
land uses recommended in APZ 1, the guidance continues to promote restrictions on both the intensity of allowed land uses and
limits on the concentrations of people within the zone. Examples of potential compatible uses in APZ 1 include parks, certain
manufacturing uses, and limited commercial activities, such as wholesaling, that tend to have few employees compared to the area
of the structure and appurtenant features. In APZ 2, the compatible use recommendations expand to allow more dense and intensive
uses, but still recommends against permitting uses where large concentrations of people are gathered, such as churches, schools,
hospitals, and multi-family dwellings. Permitted use recommendations in APZ 2 include single-family dwellings at a density of two
dwelling units per acre or less, most retail trade uses, business and personal services, and a larger number of manufacturing uses. A
simplified version of this compatible use guidance is shown in Table 3.2.
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Little Rock Air Force Base Accident Potential Zones
The aircraft accident potential zones associated with the runways at Little Rock Air Force Base are shown in Map 3.2 on the following
page. As the map indicates, the CZs at each end of the runway are located entirely within the installation boundary. Portions of APZ
1 are also located on the installation, although a majority of the area covered by these zones extend outside of the base, and the
entirety of APZ 2 associated with each end of the runway are located off of the installation. From their point of departure from the
installation, the APZs extend a total of around 2.25 miles into the community at each end of the runway and have a width of 3,000
feet (1,500 feet to each side of the runway centerline). In total, the accident potential zones cover a combined area of 2,066 acres
of land, with around 25% located on Little Rock AFB and 75% falling outside of the installation boundary. The total off-base area
covered by the APZs is approximately 1,565 acres, or around 2.4 square miles. A breakdown of the acreage by zone and the on/offbase distribution of the APZs is shown in Table 3.1 below.

Table 3.1: Aircraft Accident Potential Zone On/Off Base Distribution

On Base
(acres)

Percent

Off Base
(acres)

Percent

Total
(acres)

Clear Zone

413.2

100%

0

0.0%

413.2

APZ 1

88.5

9.2%

875.6

90.8%

964.1

APZ 2

0

0%

688.7

100.0%

688.7

501.7

24.3%

1564.3

75.7%

2,066

Zone

Total
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Map 3.2: Little Rock Air Force Base Aircraft Accident Potential Zones
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Existing Land Use Compatibility

Table 3.2: Generalized APZ Land Use Recommendations

Assessing the compatibility of the existing land use pattern within
the accident potential zones takes into account both the type of
use present on each parcel as well as the density of development,
particularly with regard to residential uses. To accomplish this,
a parcel level land use map was developed using tax data and
visual observations. The resulting existing land use pattern
with the APZs overlaid is shown in Map 3.3. The map reveals
that the area within APZ 1 at either end of the runway generally
consists of rural/agricultural/undeveloped land. The APZ 2
extent located southwest of the base (Sherwood) is primarily
developed with residential uses, with some remaining rural land
uses and undeveloped land. On the northeastern side of the base
(Jacksonville), the majority of APZ 2 is still composed of rural and
undeveloped lands, although there are some concentrations of
residential and commercial development as well as a mixture of
commercial and industrial development along the US 167 corridor.
As noted above, the density of residential development, in
particular, is a key determining factor when assessing land use
compatibility within accident potential zones. The land subdivision
pattern, shown in Map 3.4, reveals that parcels within the APZ 1
area at either end of the runway are generally larger than 10
acres in size, which further reinforces the observation of the
rural/undeveloped nature of APZ 1. Looking at the residentially
developed portion of APZ 2 southwest of the base, the parcel
size data shows lot sizes are nearly evenly distributed between
parcels between one and three acres in size and parcels between
three and ten acres in size. The APZ 2 area on the northeastern
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CLEAR
ZONE

APZ I

APZ II

Single-Family Unit

N

N

Yx

Multi-Family Dwellings

N

N

N

Manufacturing

N

N

Y

Trans, Comm, and Utilities

Yx

Y

Y

General Retail

N

N

Y

Restaurants

N

N

Y

Personal Services

N

N

Y

Other Services

N

N

Y

Government Services

N

N

Yx

Educational Services

N

N

N

Cultural Activities

N

N

N

Medical Services

N

N

N

Churches

N

N

N

Playgrounds

N

N

Y

Regional Parks

N

Yx

Yx

Assembly Areas

N

N

N

Other Outdoor Recreation

N

Yx

Yx

Agriculture

Y

Y

Y

Livestock Farming

N

Y

Y

Forestry Activities

N

Y

Y

Permanent Open Space

Y

Y

Y

LAND USE

Y = Recommended

Yx = Recommended with Conditions N=Discouraged
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side of the base has a more varied land subdivision pattern—it retains a fairly significant amount of rural/undeveloped land in parcels
greater than ten acres in size, while also having a good number of residential parcels in the one- to three- and three- to ten-acre size
ranges.
Based on the observations noted above and a parcel-by-parcel analysis of the existing land use pattern, the combined acreage of
the APZs were determined to be 93% compatible with Air Force planning guidance. Table 3.2 provides a generalized overview of the
compatible use guidance used to perform the assessment. Only 10 of the 201 parcels were determined to contain an incompatible
use, and these were exclusively due to the presence of a residential dwelling (including residences on large rural/agricultural tracts)
within the APZ 1 zone, while the entirety of the combined APZ 2 zones were determined to be currently compatible.

Zoning Compatibility
The cities of Jacksonville and Sherwood have both applied compatible use zoning regulations that cover the entirety of the accident
potential zones that fall within their respective jurisdictions, including extraterritorial areas, as applicable. The current zoning districts
are shown in Map 3.6 on the following page, with the AICUZ compatible use overlay districts defined with horizontal orange stripes
on the map. As the map indicates, the majority of the area covered by Jacksonville’s AICUZ overlay does not have a base zoning
district applied, and so the AICUZ district is the only controlling use regulation applied to regulate development. Sherwood has a
similar situation, though a good bit more of the overlay falls over areas that have an underlying base zoning district within the city.
The AICUZ districts adopted by each jurisdiction are similar in content and how they regulate compatibility within the APZ areas.
They are also fairly consistent with current Air Force compatible use guidance for APZs, with one significant exception. While the
Air Force guidance recommends that residential dwellings be prohibited within the APZ 1 areas, each city’s ordinance permits one
single-family dwelling to be constructed on a parcel greater than one acre in size. This diversion from the Air Force guidance is
required by the statute that mandated the adoption of the compatible use districts.
The assessment of the compatibility of the current zoning regulations with the Air Force guidance takes into account both the
underlying base zoning districts, where applied, in addition to the AICUZ district standards. For instance, if an area is zoned
industrial or commercial and prohibits residential development in the permitted use table for that district, while the AICUZ permits it,
the underlying zoning district regulation would prevail and enhance compatibility if the area in question fell within APZ 1.
The result of the assessment, shown in Map 3.7, found that the current zoning regulations, as applied to the APZs, created a
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regulatory environment in which approximately 70% of the combined APZ areas were regulated in a compatible manner. In
Sherwood’s jurisdiction, approximately 80% of the combined APZ area is regulated in a compatible manners, while in Jacksonville
approximately 60% of the combined APZs have regulations in place that would create compatible land use outcomes. The entirety
of the APZ 2 area in each of the cities is currently regulated in a compatible manner. The entirety of the APZ 1 area in Jacksonville’s
jurisdiction is currently not regulated to achieve full compatibility, due to the statutory requirement to permit limited residential
development in APZ 1. While the same is generally true in Sherwood, the presence of industrial zoning in a portion of the APZ 1 area
precludes some residential development, which in turn makes the APZ 1 area in its jurisdiction compatible over approximately 45% of
the 275 acres in the city’s jurisdiction.

Future Land Use Compatibility
Although Jacksonville and Sherwood both have adopted future land use plans, neither cover the entirety of the APZ areas that have
been zoned by their respective jurisdictions. Map 3.8 on the following page shows the adopted future land use classifications that
each city has applied to their territorial jurisdictions. Overall, only slightly less than 50% of the combined APZ area is covered by
either of the cities’ future land use plans, with the majority of the covered area falling within the jurisdiction of Sherwood’s plan.
The assessment of future land use compatibility was performed in a similar manner to the assessment of zoning compatibility, using
the generalized future land use classifications to determine consistency with Air Force land use guidance, and the results are shown
in Map 3.9. Although only around 90 acres of Jacksonville’s plan coincides with the APZs, the commercial land use classification
is generally compatible with Air Force guidance. In Sherwood, the majority of the APZ areas are covered, with approximately 90%
of the combined area found to be compatible and only 10% (all within a suburban density residential land use classification in APZ
2) found to be incompatible. The absence of land use guidance in the majority of the area currently within Jacksonville’s zoning
jurisdiction is tempered to a degree by the presence of the AICUZ zoning. The same is true for the APZ area not currently covered
by Sherwood’s land use plan.
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III. Aviation Noise
Land use compatibility with activities that generate high noise levels is generally measured along a continuum of intensity of the
land use and noise, with inversely proportional impacts and susceptibility to high noise levels based on the intensity of the use. For
instance, a single-family home, among the lowest intensity developed land uses, is also one of the most susceptible to high noise
levels when located in an area subject to high noise levels. Conversely, an industrial use situated in a similar high noise area would
likely be much more compatible given the greater intensity of the use.
In addition to the specific type of land use, the density of development plays a major role in determining noise compatibility.
Permitting dense concentrations of residential dwellings (such as smaller lots or multi-family developments) to encroach into high
noise areas exposes a larger population to the potential noise impact. In areas where it is feasible, restricting certain types of noise
sensitive uses, such as churches, schools, and daycares, from encroaching into a high noise area can help mitigate noise impacts on
an affected community.
While high noise levels can pose a safety issue with prolonged exposure to extreme noise, the most common issue with noise
compatibility is the degree of annoyance experienced by people who reside, work, or recreate in areas that encroach into areas
subject to these impacts. To aide in assessing the degree of potential concern from civilian land uses encroaching into high noise
areas, the Air Force has developed a standardized set of tools that make recommendations on the appropriate types of land use for
certain noise environments.
For informational purposes, a table showing the comparison of certain A-weighted decibel levels (a standard of measurement used
for aviation noise) to common noise generation sources and the effect that exposure to such noise levels has on humans is shown
in Table 3.3 on the following page. These, along with a range of other factors have gone into the development of compatible use
recommendations for high noise environments. A simplified example of the Air Force’s noise compatibility guidance, derived from
AFI 32-1015, is shown in Table 3.5. This demonstrates the inverse correlation between noise compatibility and the general intensity
of use. In this case, “intensity” means both the relative intensity of the specific use and the potential for the use or development
pattern to concentrate large numbers of people in a manner that encroaches into an area with high noise potential.
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Table 3.3: Comparison of Common Noise Sources to A-Weighted Aviation Noise Levels (dBA)

NOISE SOURCE

dBA

EFFECT

Jet Engines (Near)

140

Jet Takeoff (100–200 Feet)

130

Threshold of pain (125 dBA)

Thunderclap (Near)

120

Threshold of sensation (120 dBA)

Chain Saw

110

Jet Fly-Over (1000 Feet)

103

Garbage Truck/Cement Mixer/Farm Tractor

100

Lawnmower, Food Blender

85-90

TV

70-90

Regular exposure for 1 minute or more risks permanent hearing loss
Level at which hearing loss begins (8-hour exposure)

Diesel Truck (40 Mph, 50 Feet)

84

Garbage Disposal

80

Annoyance; constant exposure may cause hearing loss

Vacuum Cleaner, Hair Dryer

70

Intrusive, interference with conversation

Normal Conversation

50-65

Comfortable

Refrigerator

40

Whisper

30

Very quiet

Rustling Leaves

20

Just audible

Normal Breathing

10
0

Threshold of normal hearing
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Little Rock Air Force Base Noise Environment
The current extent of the operational noise environment that exceeds levels associated with land use compatibility concern is shown
in Map 3.10 on the following page. These noise zones, which begin at 65 dBA and go to 80+ dBA are associated primarily with Little
Rock AFB’s primary C-130 training mission. As the map shows, the noise contours primarily lie along the NE-SW axis of the runway
and extend to a greater distance to the northeast (nearly 4.5 miles) of the base than they do to the southwest (less than one mile).
The 65+ dBA noise zones also extend in an elongated rounded rectangle along the north side of the base, which corresponds to a
more heavily used flight track associated with pilot training.
Overall, the noise zones associated with aviation operations at Little Rock AFB cover nearly 4,000 acres of land (6.25 square miles),
with nearly 55% of that located outside of the installation boundary. As Map 3.10 and Table 3.4 show, the majority of the highest noise
levels are concentrated on the base, with over 99% of the 211 acres of 80+ dB noise zone and almost 80% of the approximately 350
acres of 75–79 dBA noise zone located on the installation. Although the majority of the highest noise areas are located on the base,
the neighboring communities are impacted by nearly 2,150 acres of noise zone area that exceed the threshold for causing land use
compatibility concerns. Although the vast majority of that is within the lowest defined noise zone (65–69 dBA), over 70 acres of land
are covered by 75+ dBA noise zones, which have significant compatibility concerns for noise-sensitive land uses.
Table 3.4: Aviation Noise Zone On/Off Base Distribution

Zone

On Base
(acres)

Percent

Off Base
(acres)

Percent

Total
(acres)

65–69 dBA

828.6

31.4%

1,811.1

68.6%

2,639.7

70–74 dBA

471

64.1%

263.4

35.9%

734.4

75–79 dBA

277.3

79.5%

71.6

20.5%

348.9

80+ dBA

209.7

99.2%

1.7

0.8%

211.4

1,786.6

45.4%

2,147.8

54.6%

3,934.4

Total
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Existing Land Use Compatibility
To assess the compatibility of the aviation noise environment with the existing land use pattern in the affected area, we look at both
the general use of land, as well as the density of development. The generalized existing land use of the area surrounding the base
was coded from tax parcel data and visual observation. The resulting existing land use pattern is shown in Map 3.11 on the following
page. As the map shows, the areas covered by the 65+ dBA noise zones are typically a mixture of residential and rural/agricultural
undeveloped land, with the latter being the predominant type of land use in the areas aligning directly with the axis of the runway.
On the north side of the base, there is a greater concentration of residential development on a mixture of both large and small
lots, although the areas of more densely subdivided residential development are located in the area between the base and the
northern loop of the 65 dBA noise contour (see Map 3.12). At the northeastern extent of the 65 dBA noise zone, there is commercial
development along the US 167 corridor in Jacksonville and a mixture of residential and nonresidential development around the area
where the noise zone crosses into the City of Cabot.
The overall level of urbanization, as demonstrated by the degree to which land has been subdivided, is demonstrated in Map 3.12. As
the map shows, the highest decibel noise zones generally fall over off-base areas that contain parcels in excess of ten acres in size.
While this is a partial indication of a positive land use environment, it also shows that, in the absence of regulation to the contrary,
opportunities exist for the subdivision and development of land in these areas. As noted previously, there are some areas of more
densely subdivided land, with parcels smaller than one acre in size, in close proximity to the defined noise zones. These areas
of higher concentrations of population, however, fall outside of the directly impacted areas. They do indicate that there has been
demand for higher density development in areas close to the noise impacts, and so, in the absence of regulation to the contrary,
the market demand could lead to greater levels of urbanization in noise affected areas, provided that the utilities, infrastructure, and
environmental conditions necessary to support it are present.
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Based on Air Force noise compatibility guidance and the currently observed land use and parcel density conditions in and around
the areas of high noise impact, the study has found a generally compatible noise environment. The overall degree of compatibility
is shown in Map 3.13 on the following page. While there were number of incompatible uses identified within the noise impacted
area, the overall amount of acreage found to be compatible equated to 73% of the land within the noise zones. Although 27% of the
impacted acreage being identified as incompatible may seem like a substantial amount of land, fewer than 1/3 of the parcels that fall
within the noise zones were determined to be incompatible. Of the 114 parcels that were determined incompatible, the vast majority
were identified as residential dwellings within the 65–69 dBA noise zone (including dwellings on large tracts of rural/agricultural
land). It should also be noted that until 2015, Air Force compatibility guidance would have determined residences within the 65–69
dBA and 70–74 dBA noise zones to be conditionally compatible, and so their observation as incompatible is a relatively recent
change in assessment. A simplified version of the general noise compatibility guidance is shown in the table below.

Table 3.5: Simplified Aviation Noise Land Use Compatibility Chart

NOISE LEVEL
LAND USE

65 to 70 DB

70 to 75 DB

75 to 80 DB

80 to 85 DB

Residential

N

N

N

N

Manufacturing

Y

Yx

Yx

Yx

Retail – General

Y

Yx

Yx

N

Restaurants

Y

Yx

Yx

N

Personal Services

Y

Yx

Yx

N

Hospitals

Yx

Yx

N

N

Government

Yx

Yx

Yx

N

Education

Yx

Yx

N

N

Public Assembly

Y

N

N

N

Parks

Y

Yx

N

N

Agriculture

Y

Y

Y

Y

Y = Recommended

Yx = Recommended with Conditions N=Discouraged
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Zoning Compatibility
The cities of Jacksonville, Sherwood, and Cabot each have zoning regulations that apply to a portion of the areas that fall within
the aviation noise contours generated by flight operations at Little Rock Air Force Base (see Map 3.14). In addition to their general
zoning regulations, both Jacksonville and Sherwood have implemented an AICUZ overlay district that includes specific regulations
to enhance the compatibility of land use within the affected areas. The extent of the cities’ AICUZ overlay districts are defined with
horizontal orange stripes in Map 3.14. Combined, the municipal compatible use regulations cover around 835 of the nearly 2,150
acres of land (just under 40%) impacted by the noise contours that fall outside the installation boundary at Little Rock AFB.
While the compatible use regulations afford a degree of enhanced protection for the affected areas, the general zoning district
regulations (residential, commercial, industrial, etc.) applied by each of the three cities, where applicable, also influence the degree
of compatibility for both current and potential land uses within the noise contours, including zoned areas that are outside of an
AICUZ overlay. The areas that fall outside of the corporate limits and extraterritorial areas where zoning has been applied are within
the jurisdiction of Pulaski County and Lonoke County and are not currently subject to zoning regulations.
Although similar in regulatory composition, the two municipal AICUZ overlay districts differ in one significant way from a compatible
use standpoint. Sherwood’s ordinance prohibits the establishment of residential dwellings within areas subject to 65+ dBA noise
levels, while Jacksonville’s ordinance permits them within areas subject to noise levels between 65 and 74 dBA. This, in turn, affects
the overall degree of compatible use protection within the zoned areas because Jacksonville’s jurisdiction covers a larger share of
the portion of the noise contours that are subject to compatible use regulations.
The result of the assessment of compatible use protection provided by zoning regulation, including both general zoning district
standards and the AICUZ overlays, is shown in Map 3.15. The assessment compared the permitted uses as well as other factors,
applied by each jurisdiction with the Air Force compatible use guidance in a similar manner to the existing land use compatibility
assessment. Overall, the assessment found that, combined, approximately 280 acres (27%) of the 1,030 acres of the off-base
land within the noise contours that is currently subject to municipal zoning regulation was compatible with Air Force land use
compatibility guidance. While all of the high noise area currently zoned by the City of Sherwood was determined to have compatible
use protection through zoning regulations and 66% of the area within Cabot is compatible, based on the city’s general zoning
regulations, only 14% of the area covered by Jacksonville’s zoning regulations have sufficient compatible use protection, despite the
application of the city’s AICUZ overlay. As noted previously, this is due primarily to the permitting of residential dwellings in areas
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that fall within the 65–74 dBA noise contour. The remainder of the area impacted by the noise contours that is outside of the current
zoning jurisdiction of the three cities is not assessed on this metric since zoning regulations have not been applied.

Future Land Use Compatibility
The cities of Jacksonville, Sherwood, and Cabot each have adopted future land use plans that cover portions of the area impacted
by aviation noise zones associated with Little Rock Air Force Base. Combined, just over 300 acres (14%) of the 2,150 acres of land
impacted by aviation noise are covered by an adopted land use plan. The designated future land use classifications, are shown
on the following page in Map 3.16. Sherwood’s future land use map assigns rural/agricultural land use classifications to the portion
of the noise contours covered by its plan, while Jacksonville’s plan has commercial future land use designated along the US 167
corridor where the noise contours intersect with the extent of its adopted plan, and the City of Cabot’s plan includes a mixture of
residential, institutional, commercial and industrial future land use classifications where the noise contours fall within the boundaries
of its future land use map.
Like the existing land use and zoning assessments, the future land use classifications were compared to the Air Force compatible
use guidance to determine the degree of compatibility that the adopted future land use plans provided for the areas that fall within
the aviation noise contours. The result of the assessment, shown in Map 3.17, found that overall, approximately 70% of the land
included in the cities’ future land use maps within the noise contours had been designated with a future land use type that was
compatible with the Air Force Compatibility guidance. This included 100% of the land designated by Jacksonville, 55% of the land
area within Sherwood’s future land use plan, and 29% of the land within Cabot’s future land use plan. Like the zoning assessment,
the absence of future land use guidance for the majority of the area that falls within the noise contours means that an assessment
of the entirety of the impacted area is not possible. However, it can be assumed that the absence of planning guidance could lead
to outcomes throughout the remainder of the area that are incompatible with Air Force compatible use guidance, particularly where
there are no other constraining factors, such as zoning regulations, in place to guide land use and development decisions.
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All-American Landing Zone Noise Environment
In addition to the noise contours that have been established for aviation operations at Little Rock Air Force Base, similar noise
zones have been identified that are associated with flight training operations that take place at the All-American Landing Zone. This
sub-installation is used for flight operations by pilots training at Little Rock AFB, but it is located on Camp Robinson, an Arkansas
Army National Guard installation located west of the base in Pulaski and Faulkner counties. These noise zones, shown in Map 3.18
on the following page, include 65–69 dBA and 70–74 dBA noise contours. As the map indicates, the area covered by these noise
contours does not extend off of Camp Robinson, and so there is not currently a compatible use concern related to noise generated
by operations at All-American Landing Zone.
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IV. Obstructions to Aerial Navigation
The ability of pilots training at Little Rock Air Force Base to navigate in an environment free of vertical obstructions that can pose
a safety hazard is a critical compatibility factor that affects both the Air Force and civilian communities within low-level flight area.
Typical obstructions include tall structures, such as telecommunications towers, water towers, wind turbines, and similar man-made
features, which, if not properly reviewed before siting, can pose a danger to low-flying aircraft. The FAA has primary responsibility
for coordinating the siting of such structures with aviation facilities, including those operated by the military. This is accomplished
through the FAA’s Obstruction Evaluation/Airport Airspace Analysis (OE/AAA) and the Department of Defense Siting Clearinghouse.
While the OE/AAA has review authority for potential obstructions, as a federal agency, it does not have land use regulatory authority,
which is a power reserved by the states and generally delegated to local governments. The reviews performed by OE/AAA are
technical and advisory in nature, with a focus on determining whether a tall structure poses a hazard to safe aerial navigation. If a
review determines that a hazard exists, that is communicated to the applicant and the affected aviation facility, but the final approval
or denial of such a structure is left for a final decision by the applicable state or local agency.
The areas of greatest concern for potential vertical obstructions fall within areas known as imaginary surfaces that are associated
with runways. The extent of the imaginary surfaces associated with Little Rock Air Force Base and All-American Landing Zone
are shown in Map 3.19. The surfaces associated with Little Rock Air Force Base are established in 14 CFR Part 77, Subpart C. The
elevation of the surfaces is tied to the reference elevation of the runway at the base (indicated by LRAFB to be 311 feet above MSL),
and thus changes in topography can affect the height at which a structure can pose a hazard. Generally speaking, the surfaces
closest to the runway have the lowest elevation, and extend upward to an altitude of 500 feet above the runway surface and
outward to a distance of just under 10 miles at their greatest extent. As a non-standard runway, the All-American Landing Zone
has imaginary surfaces that are similar to those at LRAFB, but are established in the DoD Unified Facilities Criteria Airport and
Heliport Planning and Design manual (UFC 3-260-01). Since this particular type of imaginary surface is not established in the CFR,
it is important for the base to ensure that its location and extent are known to the FAA to ensure coordination, notice and review of
potential obstructions.
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Map 3.20 on the following page shows the location and density of the flight tracks that are utilized by pilots training at Little Rock
Air Force Base to approach and depart from the base and the All-American Landing Zone. As the map shows, the flight tracks, have
significant correlation to the imaginary surfaces associated with each of the facilities. By protecting airspace within the imaginary
surfaces from encroachment by vertical obstructions to navigation, the communities can help to preserve the viability of the base’s
aviation mission.
As part of the compatibility analysis, the location of known tall structures was analyzed in the context of the imaginary surfaces for
both Little Rock Air Force Base and All-American Landing Zone. An obstruction study prepared by the base was also reviewed to
identify any known off-base structures that penetrated the imaginary surfaces. While not exhaustive, the analysis observed only two
instances where tall structures exceeded the elevation at which they might interfere with safe aerial navigation. The first, a cellular
tower located off of Highway 107 west of the base that penetrates the inner horizontal surface, was previously identified by the base
in its obstruction study. The second is a telecommunications tower located on a ridge along Highway 107 north of the base near the
Pulaski/Faulkner County line that likely penetrates the outer horizontal surface. The locations of known telecommunications towers
and the two identified obstructions are shown in Map 3.21.
In taking a comprehensive look at potential obstructions within the overall study area, a review of FAA wind turbine mapping data
was completed as part of the CUS. At the time of the review, no wind farms were identified in the study area. Wind power planning
data was also reviewed as part of the study, and no defined areas of high wind energy generation potential were identified in the
study area either. Despite the low likelihood of wind energy development in the study area at the present time, advances in wind
turbine technology could make the immediate region more viable for the establishment of wind power projects in areas that could
cause compatibility concern in the study area, and therefore ongoing vigilance is warranted on the part of the study partners.
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V. Blackjack Drop Zone
Blackjack Drop Zone is a geographically separate training facility
owned by Little Rock Air Force Base located east of Highway 5 in
western White County. The drop zone consists of approximately
295 acres of land, and is surrounded by a compatible use
easement consisting of an additional 100 acres that the Air Force
purchased to prevent incompatible land uses from encroaching
on the drop zone. The drop zone, its compatible use buffer and
the primary flight tracks for airdrops are shown on Map 3.22 on
the following page. Blackjack’s rural location affords a degree of
inherent protection from encroachment as well, but White County
does not currently regulate land use through zoning, nor does it
have subdivision regulations or building permitting requirements,
which means that any potential encroachments around the drop
zone would most likely be discovered after the fact.
As its name implies, Blackjack DZ is the base’s primary facility for airdrop training, which is a critical component of its overall pilot
and aircrew training mission. According to the 2011 AICUZ study, airdrops are generally performed with aircraft flying at altitudes
between 600 and 1,200 feet above ground level, with some airdrops occurring as low as 500 feet above ground level. With flights
occurring at this level, the primary compatibility concerns would tend to be tall structures that could interfere with safe navigation
and dense development patterns that could expose residents and noise-sensitive land uses to the hazards from missed airdrops and
the potential for annoyance (and thus complaints) due to the noise from low flying aircraft.
As noted, Blackjack DZ is located in a fairly rural portion of western White County. The existing land use pattern, shown in Map 3.23,
reveals a landscape primarily comprised of tracts of agricultural and undeveloped land, including those parcels that immediately
border the drop zone that comprise the majority of the compatible use buffer area. Despite the overall rural nature of this part of
White County, there are several pockets of residential development located in fairly close proximity to the drop zone, with small
subdivisions identified on the map to the northwest, west and southwest within one mile or less of the drop zone property and its
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compatible use buffer. These developed areas are further identified by the relatively small size of the lots that have been subdivided,
as shown in Map 3.24, when compared to the much larger tracts of rural and agricultural land that surround them.
While there is no standard in this instance for determining whether the area around the drop zone is strictly compatible with the
training mission and its potential impacts, the further subdivision of land into small parcels and development of the area with
additional residential uses could pose future compatibility issues if a larger population is exposed to the potential for annoyance
from low-level aircraft overflight and hazards associated with airdrop training.
With regard to the issue of potential obstructions to safe navigation, the study reviewed the location of known telecommunications
towers in the area surrounding the drop zone (see Map 3.23). As the map shows, despite the rural location of the drop zone, the
immediate area does contain a number of existing telecommunications towers, and though none are known to be hazards, several
are located within two to three miles or less from the primary flight tracks. The presence of this number of towers in such a rural area
indicates a likely future demand for additional wireless telecom infrastructure, which in turn could lead to a higher potential for an
obstruction to be created.
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Map 3.23: Blackjack Drop Zone: Generalized Existing Land Use
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Map 3.24: Blackjack Drop Zone: Land Subdivision Pattern
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Map 3.25: Blackjack Drop Zone: Telecommunication Tower Locations and Drop Zone Run-In Flight Tracks
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VI. Civilian Unmanned Aerial Systems Operations
The rapid growth in both the commercial and recreational use of unmanned aerial systems (UAS ) or drones has necessitated a
heightened awareness of their potential to interfere with military aviation, particularly in the vicinity of military airports and low-level
training areas. While the FAA regulates the operation of UAS by civilians, and has imposed altitude restrictions and defined certain
areas as off limits for their use, a review of the current UAS restrictions in the study are revealed the potential for conflict, and thus
hazard, in areas that are critical for military aviation but are not yet subject to FAA regulation. As Map 3.26 on the following page
shows, the current extent of federal UAS flight restrictions only covers the base proper and its Class C airspace in addition to the
cantonment area at Camp Robinson and KLIT airport’s Class D airspace. Absent from explicit FAA restriction or regulation at the
present time are the airspace above All-American Landing Zone on Camp Robinson and Blackjack Drop Zone. Without the inclusion
of these facilities in the FAA regulations, hobbyists and commercial operators could inadvertently fly into areas that could disrupt
training and cause hazards to low flying military aircraft.
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Map 3.26: Unmanned Aerial Systems Flight Restrictions
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VII. Explosives Safety Zones
The Department of Defense Explosives Safety Board promulgates regulations (Defense Explosive Safety Regulation) for the safe
handling and storage of explosive materials by DoD agencies and licenses locations on military bases that house explosives. Little
Rock Air Force Base has a number of licensed explosives storage areas, and each area has a minimum required separation distance
(quantity-distance arcs) from other explosives storage sites and unrelated uses, such as inhabited buildings. The required distances
for separation of these sites on the base from inhabited buildings is shown in Map 3.27 on the following page.
In the majority of circumstances, these licensed storage sites and their explosives safety quantity-distance are situated in such a
manner where the entire safety zone is contained within the boundary of the installation. A careful review of the map reveals that
the explosives safety zone associated with a pad in the alert area (“Christmas tree”) extends slightly off of the installation, across
an intervening road (West Maddox Rd.) and onto private property. Because the safety zone encroached onto private property, the
license for that pad was required to have an accompanying compatible use easement, much like what surrounds Blackjack Drop
Zone. In this case, the Air Force purchased the perpetual development rights on the four acres of affected property and now makes
regular inspections to ensure that it remains compatible with the potential explosive safety hazard.
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Map 3.27: Little Rock Air Force Base: Explosives Safety Quantity-Distance Arcs
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I. General Planning Overview
Arkansas categorizes municipalities into three classes, first, second, and incorporated, which determines the municipality’s
legislative autonomy. First class cities have populations exceeding 2,500; second-class cities have populations exceeding 500; and
incorporated towns have populations under 500. Arkansas is a limited home rule state, and grants home rule authority to first-class
cities, while maintaining Dillon’s Rule authority over second-class cities and incorporated towns. Unless specified by statute, cities
not expressly granted home rule authority are limited in their legislative autonomy.
Home rule grants to municipalities and/or counties the power to govern and pass laws as they see fit and where not preempted
by state and federal constitutions or laws. Section 14-43-602 of the Arkansas Code of 1987 Annotated (A.C.A.) states that “a [firstclass] municipality is authorized to perform any function and exercise full legislative power in any and all matters of whatsoever
nature pertaining to its municipal affairs, including, but not limited to, the power to tax.” In contrast, Dillon’s Rule only confers onto
municipalities and counties the powers expressly granted in the constitution, those necessarily implied or necessarily incident to the
powers expressly granted; or those powers that are indispensable or absolutely essential to the municipality or county. The State of
Arkansas has several regulations regarding land use planning authority for local governments and land use planning requirements
around military airfields.
The Primary Concern Jurisdictions involved in this study include Pulaski County and Lonoke County and the cities of Cabot,
Sherwood, and Jacksonville, which are first-class municipalities. These municipalities have the power to enact their own planning
ordinances and can regulate the area around Little Rock Air Force Base to ensure compatibility with and safety near the base.
Section 14-56-404 of the Arkansas Code states that a first-class municipality may elect a planning commission to adopt and enforce
plans for the development of the municipality. Arkansas also permits joint planning agreements between two or more cities of the
same class or between adjacent cities and counties, which permits joint cooperation in the exercise and performance of planning
powers, duties, and functions as provided by state law for cities and counties.1

1^ A.C.A. § 14-17-302

118

Little Rock AFB Compatible Use Study
Chapter 4: State of Arkansas Planning and Land Use Framework

II. Extraterritorial Jurisdiction
Arkansas allows municipal planning commissions to exercise territorial jurisdiction over lands beyond the corporate limits. The
cities must adopt ordinances that specify the extraterritorial jurisdiction is based on population size; cities of 8,000 to 60,000 may
exercise jurisdiction up to one mile beyond the city limits, cities of 60,000 to 150,000 may exercise jurisdiction up to two miles
outside the city limits and cities with a population over 150,000 may exercise jurisdiction up to three miles outside the city limits.2 If
the corporate limits of two or more municipalities are less than ten miles apart, like the cities of Jacksonville and Sherwood, the limits
of their respective extraterritorial jurisdictions is a line equidistant between them or as agreed on by the municipalities.3
The state grants five miles of extraterritorial jurisdiction for any first-class city that has an active military base within its corporate
limits.4 The statute requires cities with an active military base to adopt an ordinance that restricts or prohibits future uses within the
five-mile area that might be hazardous to aircraft operation, including activities that do the following:
•
•
•
•
•

Release into the air any substance that would impair visibility or otherwise interfere with the operation of aircraft (i.e., steam,
dust, or smoke); produce light emissions, either direct or indirect, that are reflective and that would interfere with pilot vision
Produce electrical emissions that would interfere with aircraft communications systems or navigational equipment
Attract birds or waterfowl, including, but not limited to, the operation of sanitary landfills, maintenance of feeding stations, or
the growing of certain vegetation
Provide for structures within ten feet of aircraft approach, departure, or transitional surfaces
Expose persons to noise greater than 65 decibels

Cities with an active military base must also ensure that the ordinance restricts future uses in the five-mile area that violate the
height restriction criteria of Federal Aviation Regulation, 14 C.F.R. Part 77, Subpart C. The ordinance must also comply with the 2011
Little Rock Air Force Base AICUZ Study, focusing on public safety and the safe practice of airway operations. The ordinance may not
prohibit single-family residential use on tracts one acre or more in area, provided that future construction complies with Guidelines
for the Sound Insulation of Residences Exposed to Aircraft Operations, Wyle Research Report WR 89-7, and is regulated and
inspected in accordance the city’s existing building permit and inspection ordinances and procedures.5
2^ A.C.A. § 14-56-413
3^ A.C.A. § 14-56-413
4^ A.C.A. § 14-56-426
5^ A.C.A. § 14-56-426
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III. State Programs
This section discusses the relevant state statutes, commissions, and departments related to the development and compatibility of
land around or near the Little Rock Air Force Base.
Arkansas Department of the Military: A.C.A. § 25-43-1201 establishes the Department of the Military as a cabinet-level division within
the state government. The executive head of the Department of the Military is the Secretary of the Department of the Military, who is
appointed by the governor subject to confirmation by the state senate. Section 12-63-101-305 governs military affairs and property,
including armories, landing fields, and hangars at Air Force bases. The Secretary of the Department is responsible for designating,
purchasing, and constructing armories and airfields; granting easements; or disposing of military property in a manner he or she sees
fit that does not interfere with the operation of the Air Force base. The Secretary is authorized to enter into reciprocal agreements
with any surrounding state regarding the loan, lease, or exchange of Arkansas National Guard equipment under his or her authority
and control.
Arkansas Economic Development Commission: A.C.A. § 25-11-101 establishes the Arkansas Economic Development Commission
(AEDC), which creates economic opportunity by attracting higher paying jobs, expanding and diversifying state and local economies,
increasing income and investment, and generating positive growth throughout Arkansas. The Commission supports various militaryrelated programs around the state that strengthen and sustain military installations in Arkansas and that result in economic growth in
the host community, surrounding regions, and the state.
Relevant Environmental Law: The Division of Environmental Quality is involved with military property purchases and economic
development projects that ensure any project is compatible with environmental protection efforts. A.C.A. § 8-13-101 establishes
the role of Director of the Division of Environmental Quality, who is responsible for establishing and prescribing the duties of each
division or office of the state government for the conduct of environmental affairs.
Rural Development Commission: A.C.A. § 15-6-102 creates the Arkansas Rural Development Commission and the Rural Services
Division of the AEDC, which serves as the focal point for generating rural development policy initiatives for the State of Arkansas.
The goal of the Commission is to revitalize rural communities and provide assistance and attention to those communities from state
government. If rural lands develop around or near the LRAFB, it is important that the development remain consistent with the use,
safety, and height requirements for military airfields. The Commission provides assistance to the Secretary of the Department of
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Commerce and the general assembly in the integration and formulation of state rural development and revitalization policy and longrange plans for rural areas.

A. Local Government
Arkansas Code Title 14 establishes the form and function of county and municipal governments. Counties and first-class
municipalities have the authority to create planning commissions and draft zoning ordinances to regulate local zoning. Local zoning
ordinances should be consistent with state and federal guidelines for Air Force compatibility and must comply with any relevant
laws regarding development near active military facilities. This section highlights the state statutes that grant authority to county and
municipal governments to exercise control over local zoning and planning.

i. County Government
The Arkansas Constitution, Amendment 55, §1, permits county governments to exercise local legislative authority that is not
expressly prohibited by the Arkansas Constitution. Each county has a County Planning Board charged with promoting the public
interest in planning and preparing an official plan for its development. The board may prepare and recommend an official plan for
the development of the county.6 The board shall have the authority to confer with federal, state, municipal, and other county and
regional authorities regarding matters pertaining to or affecting the planning or development of the county, or vice versa, for the
purpose of assuring proper coordination of county development with that of other political subdivisions.7 The county plan must
promote the health, safety, convenience, prosperity, and welfare of the people in the county while remaining harmonious other
federal, state, and local regulations and plans in the state. This includes ensuring that the county development plan is congruent
with active military airfields, conservation and environmental protection, flood abatement, the provision of adequate public facilities
and utilities, housing and transportation, and other matters that are logically integral to the long-term plan for orderly development
or redevelopment of a county.
The County Planning Board has the authority to administer ordinances controlling the development of land through subdivision
layout requirements, setbacks, and other zoning ordinances. The board has the authority to prepare a zoning ordinance for all or
part of the unincorporated area of the county. It may provide for districts of compatible uses; for large-scale unified development;
6^ A.C.A. § 14-14-801
7^ A.C.A. § 14-17-205(b)
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for the control and elimination nonconforming uses; and for such other matters as are necessary to the health, safety, and general
welfare of the county. The zoning ordinance designates districts or zones of such shape, size, or characteristics as deemed
advisable for all or part of the unincorporated area of the county. Finally, the regulations imposed within each district or zone must
be uniform throughout the district.

ii. Municipal Government
First-class cities, second-class cities, and incorporated towns have different levels of autonomy for purposes of zoning and land
use planning. All three types of municipalities have the power to adopt and enforce plans for the coordinated and harmonious
development of the municipality and its environs. Following the adoption and filing of the land use plan, the planning commission
may prepare for submission to the legislative body a recommended zoning ordinance for the entire area of the municipality.8
Cities of the first and second class are authorized to establish zoning districts. Zones may be of three classes: manufacturing and
industrial, commercial, and residential. The state grants additional powers to cities of the first class. This includes granting building
permits for the construction of houses pursuant to established guidelines establishing the local quality requirements. A city may not
issue a permit for a house or structure deemed unsafe, unsanitary, obnoxious, or detrimental to the public welfare. First-class cities
also have the authority to appoint and remove department heads, including the building official.
Second-class cities and incorporated towns may also enforce building and safety codes for the building and construction of houses
and other structures. Erection of structures requires a building permit, and permits may not be issued for the building of any house
or structure deemed to be unsafe, unsanitary, obnoxious, or detrimental to the public welfare.
a. Active Military Bases and United States Airports
As previously discussed, the Arkansas Code does include certain requirements and authorities for local governments in proximity to
active airfields and US airports.
During the study, the Policy Committee appointed an ad hoc subcommittee to review the current statutory requirements for land use
controls in military impact areas. The subcommittee worked with the consultant team to identify areas of current state legislation that
might be updated to clarify the scope of the local governments’ powers.
8^ A.C.A. § 14-56-101 et seq.
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First, A.C.A. § 14-56-413 authorizes municipalities to adopt planning ordinances (distinct from zoning ordinances) within their
territorial jurisdictions. These territorial limits range from one to two miles, based on a municipality’s population. The CUS
municipalities all have one-mile extraterritorial planning jurisdictions except North Little Rock, which has a two-mile jurisdiction. The
statute authorizes zoning ordinances only in the extraterritorial areas of cities with a population of 8,000 or more that are situated
on a navigable stream, which in this case, also includes only North Little Rock. Sherwood, Jacksonville, Maumelle, Austin, and Ward
have adopted planning, not zoning, in their respective ETJs.
Section 14-56-426, adopted in 1995 and revised in 2005 and 2017, requires first-class cities within five miles of a military installation
to restrict or prohibit land uses “that might be hazardous to aircraft operation.” In the vicinity of Little Rock Air Force Base, this results
in four cities (Cabot, Jacksonville, North Little Rock, and Sherwood) with significantly overlapping jurisdictions. In addition, portions
of LRAFB’s documented impact areas fall outside these territorial limits, in unincorporated areas of counties without jurisdiction-wide
zoning regulations.
Land use regulation, as required by A.C.A. § 14-56-426, might typically be considered in the nature of “zoning.” However, it is
unclear how or whether A.C.A. § 14-56-413 limits the type of regulation a municipality can adopt in the five-mile “military territorial
jurisdiction” provided by § 14-56-426.
Finally, the relevance of A.C.A. § 14-56-301, et seq., also must be taken into consideration, because it appears to apply to military air
installations and to authorize cities, and perhaps counties, to exercise zoning powers in surrounding areas. However, the statutes
likely could not have taken into consideration the complexity of the jurisdictional overlap and statutory conflict that characterizes the
CUS Study Area in 2020. In fact, it may be that § 14-56-301 was superseded by the passage of § 14-56-426.
After several meetings with the consultant team, the ad hoc subcommittee found the statutes may be clarified as to the scope of
municipal and county authorities in their respective jurisdictions. The subcommittee also identified other potential revisions to the
statutes that might clarify the scope of regulation and the process for review of potentially incompatible land uses. For example,
like many modern statutory schemes in other states, the legislature could require coordination between military installations and
local governments prior to major land use decisions. The Policy Committee recommended these issues be addressed and resolved
among the communities, perhaps via revised legislation if needed, during CUS implementation. This is discussed in Chapter 7.
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I. Introduction
This section explains the relationship between Little Rock Air Force Base’s operational impacts and the local planning and zoning
ordinances of the Primary Concern Jurisdictions, which include Lonoke and Pulaski Counties, and the cities of Cabot, Jacksonville,
and Sherwood. Most of these jurisdictions have zoning ordinances that regulate the land uses within their corporate jurisdictions.
Arkansas Code Title 14 regulates local government. Subtitle 2, Chapter 17, of the Arkansas Code grants authority to counties to
engage in zoning and planning while Subtitle 3, Chapter 56, governs municipal zoning and planning. Chapter 5 also summarizes the
military impacts experienced in each of the Primary Concern Jurisdictions.
A summary of military operational impacts experienced in the other CUS jurisdictions in the Study Area (Faulkner and White Counties
and the cities of Austin, Lonoke, Maumelle, North Little Rock, and Ward) is provided in Section III of this chapter.

II. Counties
A. Lonoke County
i. LRAFB Impacts
Lonoke County is located northeast of LRAFB and includes the City of Cabot within its boundary. Lonoke County does not have
a comprehensive plan or zoning ordinance. However, much of the land encompassed by the 65–69 dBA DNL noise zone in
unincorporated Lonoke County is illustrated on the City of Cabot Comprehensive Plan map as floodplain. Table 5.1 illustrates the
military impacts experienced in unincorporated Lonoke County.

ii. Comprehensive Plan
Lonoke County currently does not have a comprehensive plan, though it is authorized by A.C.A. § 14-17-205(b) to adopt a plan and
enact zoning ordinances.

iii. Zoning Regulations
Lonoke County does not have an adopted zoning ordinance. The portion of the 65–69 dBA DNL noise zone within Lonoke County is
un-zoned. This area is largely rural/agricultural/undeveloped but also includes some subdivided residential lands.

126

Little Rock AFB Compatible Use Study
Chapter 5: Local Government Zoning and Land Use Authority
Table 5.1: Military Impacts in Unincorporated Lonoke County

INSTALLATION/FACILITY THAT AFFECTS THE JURISDICTION
LRAFB

Lonoke County

All-American Landing Zone

Blackjack Drop Zone

Noise

Imaginary
Surfaces

Flight
Tracks

APZs

Noise

Imaginary
Surfaces

Flight
Tracks

APZs

Drop Zone
Buffer

Flight
Tracker

65-69 dB

OH, A/D,
T

yes

no

no

no

yes

no

no

no

Key: OH= Outer Horizontal Surface | A/D= Approach/Departure Surface | T= Transitional Surface

B. Pulaski County
i. LRAFB Impacts
Unincorporated Pulaski County abuts LRAFB, largely to the north of the base, but the county also includes the incorporated cities
of Jacksonville and Sherwood. Sherwood shares a portion of its northeastern boundary with the base, and Jacksonville actually
includes the base within its corporate jurisdiction. See Map 3.1. Though the base itself is located within the City of Jacksonville’s
jurisdiction, much of the off-base portions of the APZs 1 and 2 as well as the 65–80+ dB noise zones to the northeast of LRAFB are
located within unincorporated Pulaski County, though most are also fall with the City of Jacksonville’s ETJ.
The Pulaski County Code of ordinances does not contain provisions related to the Little Rock Air Force Base or contain an AICUZ
overlay district. The cities of Jacksonville and Sherwood exercise extraterritorial jurisdiction within the unincorporated county and
each as enacted zoning provisions related to the Air Force base. However, neither exercises zoning authority within the ETJ portions
of the County. The extraterritorial jurisdictions of Maumelle and North Little Rock, within Pulaski County, also encompass portions of
the imaginary surfaces and flight tracks for both LRAFB and All-American Landing Zone. Each is authorized to zone within their ETJs
(one mile for Maumelle, two miles for North Little Rock), but neither has done so with respect to military impacts.
Table 5.2 illustrates the military impacts experienced in on lands within unincorporated Pulaski County that are not within a municipal
ETJ.
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Table 5.2: Military Impacts in Unincorporated Pulaski County

INSTALLATION/FACILITY THAT AFFECTS THE JURISDICTION
LRAFB

Pulaski County

All-American Landing Zone

Blackjack Drop Zone

Noise

Imaginary
Surfaces

Flight
Tracks

APZs

Noise

Imaginary
Surfaces

Flight
Tracks

APZs

Drop Zone
Buffer

Flight
Tracker

65-69 dB

IH, C, OH,
A/D, T

yes

no

no

A/D

yes

no

no

no

Key: IH= Inner Horizontal Surface | C= Conical Surface | OH= Outer Horizontal Surface | A/D= Approach/Departure Surface | T=Transitional Surface

ii. Comprehensive Plan
Pulaski County does not have a county-wide comprehensive plan, but it has adopted a Comprehensive Land Use Plan for the Lake
Maumelle Watershed as well as a Master Road Plan, a Stormwater Management Plan and Design Manual, and a Subdivision and
Development Code. None of these documents address military-related land uses and do not include policies related to military land
use compatibility at this time.

iii. Zoning Regulations
Pulaski County applies zoning in the Lake Maumelle Watershed area only. However, the County’s zoning regulations in that area do
not address impacts from Little Rock AFB.
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III. Municipalities
A. City of Cabot
i. LRAFB Impacts
The City of Cabot is situated about nine miles northeast of Little Rock Air Force Base and includes areas within the base’s 65–69
dBA DNL noise zone, but not the APZs. However, the city’s extraterritorial jurisdiction encompasses lands in APZ 2.
Most Air Force aircraft generally depart and arrive north of Little Rock AFB. The DNL noise zones from aircraft operations at Little
Rock AFB only encompass approximately 76 acres of land in the City of Cabot,1 which is currently zoned industrial, along with smaller
parcels of general commercial and open-display commercial zoning.
Table 5.3 illustrates the military impacts experienced in the City of Cabot and its ETJ.

Table 5.3: Military Impacts in the City of Cabot and Its ETJ

INSTALLATION/FACILITY THAT AFFECTS THE JURISDICTION
LRAFB

All-American Landing Zone

Blackjack Drop Zone

Noise

Imaginary
Surfaces

Flight
Tracks

APZs

Noise

Imaginary
Surfaces

Flight
Tracks

APZs

Drop Zone
Buffer

Flight
Tracker

City of Cabot

65-69 dB

OH, A/D,
T

yes

no

no

no

yes

no

no

no

Cabot ETJ

65-74 dB

OH, A/D,
T

yes

APZ 2

no

no

yes

no

no

no

Key: OH= Outer Horizontal Surface | A/D= Approach/Departure Surface | T= Transitional Surface

1^ LRAFB AICUZ Study 2011
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ii. City of Cabot General Plan
The City of Cabot General Plan, adopted pursuant to A.C.A. § 14-56-412, serves as an official public statement by the City of Cabot
for facilitating orderly growth and development within its territorial jurisdiction. The City of Cabot exercises extraterritorial jurisdiction
up to one mile beyond its corporate limits.
The General Plan provides Cabot’s history, topography, utility capacity, transportation systems, financial condition, existing
infrastructure, and surrounding land use. The land use policies of the plan include promoting additional residential and commercial
growth, avoiding “strip” type commercial development, and protecting existing neighborhoods from adverse land uses.2 The Plan
does not include information pertaining to land use compatibility with Little Rock AFB.
One of the goals of the City of Cabot General Plan is to promote additional residential growth. About 88% of the land within the
Cabot planning area boundary is designated for low-density residential use, which as defined in the General Plan as no more than
3.5 dwellings per acre.3 USAF guidelines consider low-density residential use at densities less than or equal to one dwelling per
acre. Compliance with USAF-recommended compatibility guidelines will support quality of life and land use compatibility, particularly
as to noise impacts, in the western portion of the city.4

iii. Zoning Regulations
The City of Cabot is a first-class city in Lonoke County. The city adopted a Unified Development Code (UDC) pursuant to A.C.A. § 1456-402, which includes a Zoning Code (Article IV) and a Subdivision and Development Code (Article V). The ordinance provides that
the section of the UDC dealing with subdivision and development regulations apply to the entire planning area, which includes the
extraterritorial jurisdiction one mile outside the city limits. The portions dealing with zoning apply only within the corporate limits of
the City of Cabot.5
The City of Cabot, Arkansas Zoning Code was adopted pursuant to A.C.A. § 14-56-416 to implement the land use portion of the
Cabot General Plan. The zoning code regulates lot coverage; the height, area, bulk, location, and size of buildings; open space;
and the uses of land, buildings, and structures. The zoning code consists of 13 zoning districts, including seven types of residential
2^ City of Cabot 1999
3^ City of Cabot 1999
4^ LRAFB AICUZ Study 2011
5^ Cabot, AR Code of Ordinances, Part II, Section 1.3

130

Little Rock AFB Compatible Use Study
Chapter 5: Local Government Zoning and Land Use Authority

districts as well as business, commercial, and industrial districts. The code also describes three annexation methods.6 However,
currently, the code does not include land use restrictions related to impacts on or from Little Rock AFB, though it does contain
provisions related to airport land use in general. The lands within the city that experience sound impacts within the 65–69 dBA
DNL noise zone are zoned predominately industrial, along with smaller parcels of general commercial and open-display commercial
zoning.

iv. Current and Future Development Projects
There are several projects within Cabot to encourage economic development and expansion, primarily in the western part of the
city. The City also is currently developing the Arkansas Highway 321 corridor in its southern and eastern portions. This includes all
of Highway 321 and its primary traffic-shed from US Highway 67/167 to just east of Highway 321’s intersection with Dogwood Lane.
A large portion of the area near the US Highway 67/167 Interchange is zoned for industrial development. However, this area may
not be suitable for modern industrial development because of the mix of residential and commercial uses nearby. The Highway Plan
discourages future intrusion of industrial development into the 321 corridor and proposes the transition of areas zoned for industrial
development to commercial or residential.7
At the Highway 321/5 Interchange, much of the land west of the interchange is outside the Cabot city limits. The planning
commission recommends annexing these surrounding areas so the city can rezone the area around the corridor. The interchange
serves as Cabot’s “front door,” and the commission wants to beautify this area with landscaping and development. The expansion
will likely result in increased residential districts around the Highway 321 corridor, which may pose compatibility issues with the Air
Force Base noise zone.
To further accommodate city expansion, the Cabot planning commission also proposes the Master Street Plan within its
comprehensive plan as a means to develop transportation improvements in the area. This plan must be consistent with state and
local planning requirements and provide guidelines for future development. As Cabot continues to expand, compliance with the
LRAFB AICUZ recommendations and those of this study may avoid incompatible uses in the future.

6^ City of Cabot 2007b
7^ City of Cabot Highway 321 Corridor Plan, 2013, p. 9
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B. City of Jacksonville

As discussed in detail in Chapter 7, interpretations of municipal
and county zoning powers, and other land use related authorities
vary; particularly with respect to A.C.A §14-56-413 and 14-56-426.
This has led to differing approaches to military-related planning
and zoning in the Study Area.

i. LRAFB Impacts
The City of Jacksonville is a city of the first class, located in
Pulaski County and it extends south and southeast of Little Rock
AFB. The base itself is found within the Jacksonville city limits,
and the City has zoned the installation boundary to address land
uses in the current accident potential zones. The housing area
at Little Rock AFB was annexed by the City of Jacksonville in the
1970s and the remainder of Little Rock AFB, including the airfield,
was annexed in 1993.8

Many of the recommendations in Chapter 7 and summarized in
Appendix C hinge on these areas of authority being mapped and
clarified by legislation or agreement.

Table 5.4 illustrates the military impacts experienced in the City of Jacksonville and its ETJ.
Table 5.4: Military Impacts in the City of Jacksonville and Its ETJ

INSTALLATION/FACILITY THAT AFFECTS THE JURISDICTION
LRAFB

All-American Landing Zone

Blackjack Drop Zone

Noise

Imaginary
Surfaces

Flight
Tracks

APZs

Noise

Imaginary
Surfaces

Flight
Tracks

APZs

Drop Zone
Buffer

Flight
Tracker

City of
Jacksonville

65-80+
dB

IH,C, OH,
A/D, T

yes

APZ 2

no

no

no

no

no

no

Jacksonville
ETJ

65-80+
dB

IH, C, OH,
A/D, T

yes

APZ
1+2

no

no

no

no

no

no

Key: IH= Inner Horizontal Surface | C= Conical Surface | OH= Outer Horizontal Surface | A/D= Approach/Departure Surface | T=Transitional Surface

8^ LRAFB AICUZ Study 2011
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ii. Comprehensive Plan
Although the City of Jacksonville does not have a comprehensive plan, it adopted a Land Use and Master Street Plan and the Official
Zoning Ordinance of the City of Jacksonville pursuant to A.C.A. § 14-56-416.
The Land Use and Master Street Plan designates Little Rock AFB as “Air Base” land use. Areas along US 167 within APZ 2 and
noise zones are designated for commercial land uses, which is generally compatible with Air Force guidance. Recommendations in
Chapter 7 include the City’s consideration to adopt a full comprehensive plan.

iii. Zoning Regulations
The Official Zoning Ordinance of the City of Jacksonville regulates lots, structures, and uses within the City of Jacksonville corporate
limits and extraterritorial jurisdiction. The zoning ordinance includes 17 zoning districts, including multiple types of residential,
commercial, and industrial districts; as well as several overlay districts.9 Little Rock AFB is within the Jacksonville city limits, the
northern and eastern portions of the installation are zoned as an Air Force base district and the southern portion (military family
housing) is zoned as single-family residences.
The land within the eastern and western clear zones is completely within the installation boundary and is part of the Air Force base
zoning district. Portions of the eastern and western APZs are also within the installation boundary; this land is also zoned Air Force
base district.

iv. Military-Related Land Zoning Regulations
The City of Jacksonville has adopted an ordinance extending its zoning related to the accident potential zones into unincorporated
Pulaski County, within its one-mile statutory ETJ. The areas included in Jacksonville’s Air Installation Compatible Use Zone overlay
district are limited to the mapped clear and accident a potential zones “lying within and outside the corporate limits of the City… .”
In other words, Jacksonville has not extended zoning, related to the 2011 AICUZ or any other land use matters, into the full one-mile
jurisdiction granted it under A.C.A. § 14-56-413 or the five-mile jurisdiction authorized by A.C.A. § 14-56-426.
The purposes of the overlay district are to provide for the health, safety, and welfare of citizens in compliance with Arkansas law
and the 2011 LRAFB AICUZ Study. In addition to promoting safety around LRAFB, the goal of the overlay district is to address
9^ City of Jacksonville 2004b
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environmental concerns created by violations of the overlay district provisions and to preserve and enhance the economic value of
the property within the overlay district.
The Jacksonville AICUZ overlay district limits land uses as specified in A.C.A. § 14-56-426 and directs the future development and
use of land within the CZ, APZ 1, and APZ 2. Permissible uses, with some limitations, include agriculture, manufacturing, public
assembly, public service, recreation, residential, shopping districts, trade, business and offices, and transportation and utilities.
Certain uses are restricted based on the type of zone, including the CZ and APZs 1 and 2. Noise attenuation is required for
construction in the CZ, APZ 1, and APZ 2 where noise exceeds 75 dB. Recall that the CZ is located entirely within LRAFB boundaries.
As currently drafted, there are some inconsistencies between the permissible uses in the Jacksonville AICUZ overlay district and
those recommended by federal guidelines. The Jacksonville ordinance provides that all permissible uses are conditional uses of
the property and are required to be low-density and low-intensity uses. Permissible uses within the overlay district’s Clear Zone
include only agricultural and low-density residential, limited to one single-family home per one acre of land. This allowance for one
single-family home per acre is a requirement under A.C.A. 14-56-426, though current Air Force guidance recommends against any
structures in the CZ, other than those associated with airfield navigation.
All uses except shopping districts are permitted in APZ 1, and all others are permitted in APZ 2. By contrast, current Air Force
guidance recommends against, for example, residential uses in the CZ and APZ 1, and limitation of residential uses in APZ 2 to
two dwelling units per acre or less. Current Air Force guidance recommends a more limited set of land uses in the APZs than what
Jacksonville’s overlay district allows. See Chapter 3 for further discussion of zoning compatibility in the accident potential zones and
noise zones.
In addition, the overlay district also prohibits vegetation that would inhibit the safe operation of aircraft at Little Rock AFB.
The ordinance provides that land uses may not release materials into the air that impair aircraft operation or include light or
electromagnetic emissions or conditions that attract wildlife that would create a hazard to air operations. Further, no structure may
be placed within ten feet of an aircraft approach or departure surface, violate height restrictions, or create a hazardous interference
with the operation of aircraft.
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C. City of Sherwood
i. Little Rock AFB Impact
The City of Sherwood is located to the west and southwest of Little Rock Air Force Base in Pulaski County. None of the base itself
is located within the city. It is a city of the first class and its population is approximately 29,500. Sherwood annexed part of the
land in the westernmost APZs associated with LRAFB and, like Jacksonville, has enacted an AICUZ overlay applicable within both
its corporate limits and beyond. This Planning Area Boundary, as denoted on the Sherwood Vision 2040 Map, extends territorial
jurisdiction to the west of the Sherwood City Limits, to include lands most likely to become part of the city over the next 25 years.
Current land use in the APZs is largely compatible with Air Force guidance (see Map 3.5), though current zoning is incompatible in
parts of APZ 1 (see Map 3.7). Both APZ 1 and 2 are partly within Sherwood city limits as well as the City’s ETJ.
Table 5.5 illustrates the military impacts experienced in the City of Sherwood and its one-mile ETJ.
Table 5.5: Military Impacts in the City of Sherwood and Its ETJ

INSTALLATION/FACILITY THAT AFFECTS THE JURISDICTION
LRAFB

All-American Landing Zone

Blackjack Drop Zone

Noise

Imaginary
Surfaces

Flight
Tracks

APZs

Noise

Imaginary
Surfaces

Flight
Tracks

APZs

Drop Zone
Buffer

Flight
Tracker

City of
Sherwood

65-69 dB

IH,C, OH,
A/D, T

yes

APZ
1+2

no

no

no

no

no

no

Sherwood ETJ

65-69 dB

IH, C, OH,
A/D, T

yes

APZ
1+2

no

no

no

no

no

no

Key: IH= Inner Horizontal Surface | C= Conical Surface | OH= Outer Horizontal Surface | A/D= Approach/Departure Surface | T=Transitional Surface
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ii. Comprehensive Plan
The City of the Sherwood Comprehensive Plan is consistent with and adopted in accordance with the provisions of A.C.A. § 14-56403. In 2017 the Sherwood Planning Commission revised its Comprehensive Plan, Sherwood Vision 2040, to guide the city through
the next couple of decades. The Comprehensive Plan provides a broad and flexible guideline for growth and development, but,
under Arkansas law, it is not regulatory in nature and thus does not stand in for the zoning and subdivision regulations themselves.10
Though Little Rock AFB is not directly addressed in the plan, Sherwood’s AICUZ overlay ordinance provides for development
requirements and zoning districts that are consistent with noise zone and APZ safety requirements. This is discussed in section iii.,
below.

iii. Zoning Regulations
The City of Sherwood has enacted zoning regulations pursuant to A.C.A. § 14-56-412 to address development within the corporate
limits of the City of Sherwood. The ordinance includes 14 zoning districts, including multiple types of residential, commercial,
and industrial districts.11 The Sherwood AICUZ overlay district regulations are very similar to Jacksonville’s and prohibit the uses
enumerated in A.C.A. § 14-56-426.
The Sherwood AICUZ overlay district sets forth the compatible uses within the overlay district in Section 14.09.02 of the City of
Sherwood Zoning Code. Like the Jacksonville ordinance, Sherwood’s AICUZ overlay district ordinance states that no use may create
a hazardous interference with operation of aircraft within the overlay district. This includes houses or any construction within the
AICUZ overlay district that releases a hazardous substance or light emission that would impair the operation of aircraft. In addition,
the overlay prohibits development that may attract waterfowl, including landfills, feeding stations, and plants and vegetation. Finally,
the ordinance prohibits the maintenance of structures within ten feet of an aircraft approach/ or departure surface and requires that
no use exposes any person to a noise level greater than DNL 65 dB or violates the height restriction criteria of FAR Part 77.12

10^ Sherwood Vision 2040
11^ City of Sherwood 1986
12^ City of Sherwood Zoning Code § 14.09.02
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The City of Sherwood AICUZ overlay district is identical to Jacksonville’s in terms of allowable uses. Sherwood also allows uses in
the CZ and APZs that are inconsistent with current Air Force guidance. Most uses allowed under the overlay are permissible only as
conditional uses. Other uses like manufacturing, or any category of public assembly, service, or utility are permissible as low intensity
and low-density uses as a conditional use of the property. According to the ordinance, the only permissible uses within the clear
zone include conditional use agricultural and low-density residential. APZ 1 permits all uses except shopping districts and APZ 2
permits all uses, subject to conditions set forth in the ordinance.
Current Air Force guidance recommends a more limited set of land uses in the APZs than what Sherwood’s overlay district allows.
See Chapter 3 for further discussion of zoning compatibility in the accident potential zones and noise zones and Chapter 7,
Recommendation B.1., for updating the ordinance during CUS implementation.

IV. Additional CUS Jurisdictions
Table 5.6 on the following page summarizes the military impacts experienced in the non-Primary Concern Jurisdictions, which
include Faulkner and White Counties and the cities of Austin, Lonoke, Maumelle, North Little Rock, and Ward.
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Table 5.6: Military Impacts in Non-Primary Concern Jurisdictions

INSTALLATION/FACILITY THAT AFFECTS THE JURISDICTION
LRAFB
Imaginary
Noise
Surfaces

All-American Landing Zone

Flight
Tracks

APZs

Noise

Imaginary
Surfaces

Flight
Tracks

Blackjack Drop Zone
APZs

Drop
Zone
Buffer

Flight
Tracker

Faulkner County

no

OH

yes

no

no

A/D

yes

no

no

yes

White County

no

no

yes

no

no

no

yes

no

yes

yes

City of Austin

no

A/D

yes

no

no

no

yes

no

no

no

City of Lonoke

no

no

no

no

no

no

no

no

no

no

Lonoke ETJ

no

no

no

no

no

no

no

no

no

no

City of Maumelle

no

no

yes

no

no

A/D

no

no

no

no

Maumelle ETJ

no

no

yes

no

no

A/D

yes

no

no

no

City of North Little Rock

no

OH, A/D

yes

no

no

no

no

no

no

no

North Little Rock ETJ

no

OH, A/D

yes

no

no

no

no

no

no

no

City of Ward

no

A/D

yes

no

no

no

yes

no

no

no

Key: OH= Outer Horizontal Surface | A/D= Approach/Departure Surface
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I. Introduction
This section discusses federal land use requirements and programs related to active military bases that influence the state and local
zoning requirements around the Little Rock Air Force Base. Many of the federal land use programs offer financial assistance to public
and private entities to sell their land surrounding the Air Force base and bring the land into compliance with the AICUZ overlay
districts, encouraging the conversion of non-compliant land into compatible, low-density uses, including conservation, wildlife habitat
restoration, or light agricultural uses.

II. Air Force Encroachment Management Program and Air Installation Compatible Use Zone Studies
The Air Force Encroachment Management (AFEM) program and Air Installation
Compatible Use Zone (AICUZ) studies provide the guidelines for zoning practices
within cities that host active military bases. AICUZ studies provide recommendations
for municipalities to revise certain aspects of their zoning codes to be compliant with
the recommended safety practices specified by the AFEM programs. For example,
the cities of Jacksonville and Sherwood have discrepancies in their zoning codes that
differ from the federal recommendations. Those ordinances can be revised to better
reflect the safety standards set forth by the Air Force.
The AFEM program is a cross-functional program that uses a variety of planning and
management efforts to address potential encroachment and sustainment challenges
facing military installations and their surrounding communities.1 Compatible use
studies, formerly known as joint land use studies, implement the AFEM program, as do
other planning efforts, including AICUZ studies, Installation Development Plans, range
management programs, environmental management plans, airspace management
programs, and communications programs.

1^ AFI 90-2001, 3 September 2014
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AICUZ studies are a component of the AFEM program. AICUZ studies assess the noise and accident potential associated with active
military air installations, as well as the compatibility of nearby civilian land uses. The objective of the AICUZ program is to protect the
public health, safety, and welfare while sustaining military training and operational missions.
As is the case with this CUS, the AICUZ study is a foundational document for the planning efforts that following it. An AICUZ study
also uses sound modeling to identify noise contours associated with the type of aircraft used. Using this information, the AICUZ
study recommends the most appropriate land uses for maintaining compatibility between military operations and the adjacent
community. The most recent AICUZ Study for Little Rock Air Force Base was conducted in 2011.

III. Defense Community Infrastructure Pilot Program (DCIP)
Title 10 US Code § 2391(d) authorizes the Secretary of Defense to provide grants to “address deficiencies in community infrastructure
supportive of a military installation” through the Defense Community Infrastructure Pilot Program (DCIP). Congress authorized the
DCIP for ten years following enactment of the National Defense Authorization Act for Fiscal Year 2019, but did not fund the program
in FY2019. Fiscal Year 2020 marks the first time funding has been available for the DCIP.
“The Consolidated Appropriations Act for Fiscal Year 2020 (PL 11693) provides $50 million for the Office of Economic Adjustment
(OEA) to obligate prior to September 30, 2020. On May 6, 2020, the Secretary of Defense approved OEA to implement this program
with the eligibility criteria and grant process provided under this notice.”2
The DCIP focuses on three priorities established by the Secretary of Defense: military family quality of life, military resilience, and
military value.
The statute defines “community infrastructure” as a product or facility that is located off of a military installation and is owned by a
state or local government or not-for-profit, member-owned utility service.3 Thus, eligible applicants for DCIP funding include only
state and local governments and not-for-profit, member-owned utility services.

2^ DoD, Announcement of Federal Funding Opportunity for the Defense Community Infrastructure Pilot Program, May 2020
3^ 10 U.S.C. § 2391(e)(4)
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The Final Federal Funding Opportunity (FFO) for the FY2020 DCIP identifies other eligibility and programmatic requirements,
including those discussed below, which may or may not be the same in subsequent funding years.
Individual awards range from $250,000 to $25 million. Unless the project location is in a rural area or for national security reasons,
grantees must provide a non-federal funding match totaling at least 50% of project costs, per the FFO (note 10 U.S.C. § 2391(d)(2)
requires a minimum 30% match for non-rural projects). The FFO defines “rural area” as a city, town, or unincorporated area with a
population of 50,000 or less. An applicant proposing a project in a rural area must specifically request a waiver of the matching
requirement.
The FFO defines eligible community infrastructure projects as “any complete and usable transportation project, school, hospital,
police, fire, emergency response, or other community support facility; or water, wastewater, telecommunications, electric, gas, or
other utility infrastructure project that:
•
•
•
•
•

Support a military installation;
Are owned by a state or local government or a not-for-profit, member owned utility service;
Will enhance military family quality of life, resilience or military value at the supported military installation;
Are endorsed by the local installation commander representing the installation benefiting from the proposed project; and
Are construction-ready.”4

Further, at least 50% of the beneficiaries of a project funded by the DCIP must be active-duty military service members and their
families.
Eligible costs include hard construction and renovation costs, project administration, contingencies, and capital equipment.
Soft costs may be used as the required non-federal match, if such costs are incurred after August 13, 2018 (the date of original
authorization of the DCIP).
The first step in the application process involves submittal of a proposal to OEA. A review panel ranks the proposals, and OEA invites
the applicants with the highest ranked proposals to submit a full grant application.

4^ FFO, Section C.3., p. 3
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A letter of endorsement from the local installation commander is a key element of the proposal and application process. If the
applicant proposes a local match waiver based on national security reasons, the letter of endorsement must address these reasons.
Another key requirement is that the proposed construction can begin within 12 months of the grant award. This requires “all
necessary final design and planning, federal and state/local environmental planning, and local permitting actions” to be “substantially
complete.”5 As with other federal funding, compliance with the National Environmental Policy Act is required.

IV. Other Federal Programs Related to Military Base Compatibility
A. Air Force Community Partnership Program
The Air Force Community Partnership (AFCP) program brings together civic and Air Force leaders to identify potential areas of
mutual benefit and value and to develop initiatives to achieve those benefits. The AFCP program promotes coordination at the local
level through implementation of initiatives such as cooperative medical/EMT training, shared firing ranges, coordination with local
nonprofit organizations to donate excess/unsold commissary supplies, and shared recreational resources. Currently, Little Rock Air
Force Base receives private grant funding for the base library. The cooperative initiatives developed through the AFCP program
provide mutual financial benefits and, perhaps more importantly, strengthen relationships between a military installation and the
surrounding community.

B. Department of Defense Siting Clearinghouse
The Department of Defense (DoD) developed a structured process for developers to request a mission compatibility evaluation of a
proposed energy project.6 Some states have incorporated notifying DoD about proposed energy projects into their requirements. In
accordance with 10 US Code § 183a (c)(6), if an energy project proposed is known to be inside a military training route or in a radar
surveillance line-of-sight that the DoD owns or operates in, then the project must be filed at least one year prior to construction.
Renewable energy conflicts have not been identified during the 2020 LRAFB CUS, but it will be likely be a continuously emerging
issue affecting all Air Force bases.
5^ FFO Questions and Answers, Part I, Section A, Questions 27 and 56; June 4, 2020
6^ Part 211 of Title 32 CFR
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Development of energy infrastructure has the potential to create hazards to military aircraft and training and testing activities,
including glint, glare, radar and electromagnetic interference. Tall structures also create potential hazards to aircraft flying at lower
altitudes. Recognizing the need for a coordinated evaluation process, Congress directed, in 2011, the establishment of the DoD
Siting Clearinghouse to assess proposed energy projects, including wind turbines, solar power towers, and electrical transmission
lines, and to analyze their potential impact on the military mission. This review process provides the DoD an opportunity to identify
ways to prevent, minimize, or mitigate potential adverse impacts before the Secretary of Transportation takes final action on an
energy developer’s application.

C. Bird/Wildlife Aircraft Strike Hazard (BASH) Plans
Little Rock AFB has an Integrated Natural Resources Management Plan (INRMP)
that includes a Bird/Wildlife Aircraft Strike Hazard (BASH) plan, drafted in 2018. It
is discussed in more detail in Chapter 2. The installation-specific Environmental
Management Plan (EMP) is based on the US Air Force’s standardized INRMP template,
and is developed in cooperation with applicable stakeholders, which may include Sikes
Act cooperating agencies and/or their local equivalents, to document how natural
resources will be managed.
The DoD created the BASH prevention program in response to concerns with safety
and property damage. An estimated 3,000 strikes involving military aircraft occur
each year, resulting in over $75 million in property damage.7 A BASH plan specifies
procedures to minimize hazards, including through education, operational changes,
land management practices, and bird eradication using, for example, bio-acoustic
devices or pyrotechnics. BASH plans are a component of a military air installation’s
INRMP.

7^ DoD, http://www.dodpif.org/groups/bash.php
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D. Readiness and Environmental Protection Integration Program
Established in 2003, the DoD’s Readiness and Environmental Protection Integration (REPI) program helps maintain military readiness
by addressing encroachment near military installations, primarily through buffer partnerships. Partnerships are established through
voluntary agreements between the military, state and local governments, and environmental conservation organizations. The REPI
program offers funding to acquire easements from willing landowners in order to preserve existing compatible land uses and wildlife
habitat on lands around military installations. According to Air Force guidance, REPI projects should enhance Air Force operational
requirements for current and future missions; however, REPI funds generally cannot be used to protect clear zone lands, but should
be “part of a larger comprehensive compatible land use strategy.”8
There have been no REPI projects in the State of Arkansas. The development of a REPI program would benefit the Little Rock Air
Force Base and the surrounding municipalities in Arkansas to assist land owners in selling their land to avoid holding land that is
subject to the strict permissible use guidelines of the AICUZ overlay districts and general prevention of future encroachment of
incompatible uses around the military base.9

E. United States Department of Agriculture Partnerships
i. Agricultural Conservation Easement Program
The Natural Resources Conservation Service (NRCS), a division of the United States Department of Agriculture (USDA), administers
the Agricultural Conservation Easement Program (ACEP). Authorized by the 2014 Farm Bill, this program replaced the Farm and
Ranch Lands Protection Program and the Grassland Reserve Program. The ACEP helps protect agricultural lands, wetlands, and
forestlands by providing financial and technical assistance to landowners, state and local governments, American Indian tribes, and
non-governmental organizations. On August 6, 2020, the USDA announced that the NRCS will award up to $360 million to locally
driven, public-private partnerships that improve the nation’s water quality, combat drought, enhance soil health, support wildlife
habitat, and protect agricultural viability.10 The three USDA programs include agricultural land easements, the Healthy Forests
Reserve Program, and the Wetlands Reserve Enhancement Partnership.
8^ AFI 32-7063, Section 5.3.2.2
9^ DoD, http://www.repi.mil/Portals/44/Documents/Resources/REPI_FactSheet_EncroachmentPartnerships_032917.pdf?ver=2017-03-31-111658-547
10^ USDA News Release, USDA to Invest up to $360 Million in Partner-Driven Conservation, August 6, 2020
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a. Agricultural Land Easements
The NRCS provides up to 50% of the market value of agricultural land easements (ALE) that protect working agricultural lands
and other lands with conservation value. Light agriculture is a permissible use in both the municipal zoning ordinances of the
primary concern jurisdictions and is generally recommended as a compatible use by current Air Force guidance. Landowners
who own property near the APZs can receive compensation for providing easements on their land if the base expands or
encroaches further into the cities. Where grasslands with special environmental significance are protected, up to 75% of the
easement’s market value may be provided.
b. Healthy Forests Reserve Program
The Healthy Forests Reserve Program (HFRP) protects private forestlands through easements, 30-year contracts, and 10-year
cost-share agreements. The three main objectives of the HFRP are to promote the recovery of endangered and threatened
species, improve biodiversity, and enhance carbon sequestration.
c. Wetlands Reserve Enhancement Partnership
The Wetlands Reserve Enhancement Partnership (WREP) assists in the protection, enhancement, and/or restoration of high
priority wetlands, which are those offering critical habitat for migratory birds and other wildlife.

ii. Sentinel Landscapes Partnership
The Sentinel Landscapes Partnership, established in 2013, is a collaborative effort between the USDA, DoD, and United States
Department of the Interior (DOI). There have been no partnerships with LRAFB, but other Air Force bases have participated. The
partnership is intended to leverage resources in locations where the priorities of these three agencies overlap. The Partnership
defines sentinel landscapes as “working or natural lands important to the Nation’s defense mission—places where preserving
the working and rural character of key landscapes strengthens the economies of farms, ranches, and forests; conserves habitat
and natural resources; and protects vital test and training missions conducted on those military installations that anchor such
landscapes.”11

11^ Sentinel Landscapes Partnership, http://sentinellandscapes.org/about/
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While the Sentinel Landscapes Partnership is not a grant program per se, designation of a sentinel landscape may increase the
likelihood of success in obtaining funding from a partner agency (i.e., USDA, DoD, DOI) or other program. Of the six designated
sentinel landscapes, all include well over a dozen local, state, and federal partners working to advance shared goals of resource
conservation and maintenance of military readiness.

iii. United States Forest Service Forest Legacy Program
The United States Forest Service (USFS) Forest Legacy Program (FLP) encourages voluntary protection of privately owned
forestlands. The FLP provides grants to state agencies, and this funding is utilized to acquire conservation easements on or provide
for the fee simple purchase of environmentally important forests under threat of development or conversion to non-forest uses.
Landowners can participate in this program to sell their land if it is impacted by the zoning restrictions related to the LRAFB.
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I. Introduction
Chapter 7 sets forth recommendations for maintaining and enhancing long-term land use compatibility between the civilian
populations that live and work near LRAFB and its outlying installations. These recommendations build on the Conflict and
Compatibility Analysis set forth in Chapter 3 of the CUS and the authorities and programs identified in Chapters 4, 5, and 6.
Over the course of the study, the Policy and Technical Committees developed these recommendations based on stakeholder and
community input. The decision to implement them, it should be noted, is entirely up to the local stakeholders, LRAFB, and the local
governments that participated in the study. For that reason, this chapter
A History of Collaboration
includes a prioritization of the committees’ recommendations, highlighting
those most critical to maintaining and enhancing land use compatibility.
The communities and LRAFB have a long history of
communication and coordination that has created
an environment with very little in the way of major
encroachment threats.

There are two discrete phases needed to fully effectuate the
recommendations in this report: adoption and implementation.
While the CUS process itself resulted in a series of prioritized
recommendations, unless these recommendations are adopted and
implemented by local governments and stakeholders, the full benefits
of the committees’ and community’s efforts will not have been achieved.
Therefore, during the final stages of the CUS, the community and
committee members began planning for an immediate start to the CUS
Implementation Phase.

150

Over the years, to the extent potential conflicts have
been identified, local planners, officials, and stakeholders
have worked in partnership to take action to address
those concerns before they became a threat.
Therefore, preceding the discussions of most of the
seven procedural contexts for implementation in this
chapter is a callout box titled “The Current Environment,”
which details “what’s already working” today.
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II. Chapter Organization
The CUS Strategies and Recommendations are organized according to the procedural context
in which they would be implemented. For example, those implemented through the local
comprehensive planning process have been grouped into section A, Comprehensive and
Small Area Planning, whereas strategies implemented through coordination among staff and
designated officials are grouped into section E, “Inter-Agency Cooperation,” for example. The
seven procedural contexts are as follows:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Comprehensive and Small Area Planning
Zoning and General Code Provisions
Subdivision Regulations
Notice to Property Owners and Occupants
Inter-Agency Cooperation
Public Outreach and Communication
Ongoing Land Use Planning Activities

The sources of potential land use incompatibilities within the CUS Study Area, including the more
compact Focus Areas, evaluated during the study, include the following:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Land Use Encroachment
Airspace and Interference
Safety and Accident Potential
Noise Impacts
Transportation, Including Aviation and Highways
Civilian UAV Usage affecting LRAFB Operations
Explosives Safety
Cultural and Natural Resources

Relationship Between
Recommendations
Some strategies or
recommendations may be
referenced within two or
more procedural contexts,
because some tasks will be
implemented through more
than one procedure.
For example, the categories
of “Inter-Agency Cooperation”
and “Ongoing Land Use
Planning Activities” each
contain recommendations
related to a communitywide Memorandum of
Understanding for facilitating
ongoing land planning around
LRAFB installations.
The MOU would be developed
in the context of inter-agency
cooperation and implemented
in the context of ongoing
planning activities.
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Each of these subjects was evaluated within the CUS Study Area and individual Focus Areas, which are shown in Maps 1.1 and 1.2. It
is within these geographic areas that the CUS Strategies and Recommendations, discussed below, apply, based on the compatibility
analyses described in Chapter 3 and the authorities identified in Chapters 4 through 6.
Each recommendation is described in detail in the section that follows and summarized in Appendix C in matrix form, for ease of
review. In both cases, the recommendations are organized according to the procedural context in which they fall, as described
above. However, the highest-priority recommendations also have been consolidated into a separate list included at the beginning of
the section that follows.

III. Compatible Use Strategies & Recommendations
The Policy Committee recognized that each CUS strategy and
recommendation is important to maintain compatibility in the region;
therefore, the overall priority given to a particular tool is relative to the
urgency of the issue to be addressed, overall costs, and, in particular,
whether immediate safety and quality of life concerns are implicated.
The Policy Committee’s recommendations were prioritized as medium
or high priority.
These priority indicators also are included in the narrative discussion
below for reference. In both the summary and the narrative, the
highest-priority strategies and recommendations are presented first.
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A central thread running through the recommendations of
the CUS Policy Committee relate to the need to clarify the
land use, planning, zoning, and subdivision authorities of the
local governments surrounding LRAFB’s installations within
the Study Area.
The LRAFB community has adopted a significant slate of
tools to maintain land use compatibility, including state
statutes, zoning, and a history of informal communications
and coordination over the years.
Many of the recommendations from the CUS Policy
Committee seek to formalize these arrangements and to
clarify the relative roles of LRAFB and the local jurisdictions
through the initial development of a Memorandum of
Understanding. See Recommendation.E.3.
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High Priority CUS Strategies and Recommendations
The highest-priority recommendations within each procedural context are:
Procedural Context: Comprehensive and Small Area Planning
• Prepare Comprehensive or Small Area Plans in Pulaski
County, Jacksonville, and Cabot
• Update Existing Comprehensive Plans in Sherwood and
North Little Rock
Procedural Context: Zoning and General Code Provisions
• Prepare Updates to Existing AICUZ Overlay Boundaries in
Sherwood and Jacksonville
• Prepare Updates to Existing AICUZ Overlay Regulations in
Sherwood and Jacksonville
• Prepare AICUZ Overlay Regulations within Pulaski County,
Lonoke County, and Cabot
• Add Height and Interference Review to Local Development
Review Processes
• Include Review of Military Impact During Consideration of
Annexation Applications
Procedural Context: Subdivision Regulations
• Prepare Regulatory Requirements for Plat
Acknowledgments
Procedural Context: Notice to Property Owners and Occupants
• Provide Notice on Local Permit Approval of Potential
Military Impacts on Property
• Prepare Purchaser and Tenant Awareness Disclosures
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Procedural Context: Inter-Agency Cooperation
• Appoint CUS Implementation Committee
• Seek Funding from State Military Affairs Grant Program
• Prepare a Memorandum of Understanding (MOU) for
Regional Coordination with LRAFB
• Prepare Legislative Revisions to Clarify Scope of Local
Government Authorities
• Prepare GIS Layers Illustrating Extent of Local Government
Regulatory Authorities
• Facilitate LRAFB Input Prior to Local Approvals of New
Growth-Inducing Infrastructure
• Monitor Defense Community Infrastructure Program (DCIP)
for Funding Opportunities in the Region
Procedural Context: Public Outreach and Communication
• Community Noise and Impact Reporting
• Set Up Military Planning & Coordination Website
• Prepare Public Outreach Materials on Civilian Unmanned
Aircrafts Systems (UAS) Regulations and Risk Areas,
Including Street Signs
Procedural Context: Ongoing Land Use Planning Activities
• Establish a Standing Military Planning & Coordination
Committee
• Maintain Updated MOU for Continued Community-Wide
Coordination
• Support the Jacksonville Economic & Cultural Alliance
as the Coordinating Agency for Ongoing Inter-Agency
Coordination
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Strategies and Recommendations Summary
The matrix at Appendix C indicates the agencies or parties affected by or responsible for implementing the development of each
tool. Once CUS implementation begins, however, the CUS Implementation Committee may engage stakeholders in addition to those
currently listed. Also, the estimated time frames for implementation, costs, and potential funding sources for each task are provided.
It should be noted, in particular, that whether OEA can or will provide funding for an implementation task depends on availability of
OEA funds and other priorities and demands of the DoD at the time such funds are requested.
The anticipated time frames for implementation of each recommendation are shown in the summary as:
•
•
•

S (Short-term): within the first 3 years following completion of the CUS
M (Medium-term): the next 10 years
L (Long-term): the next 20 years

The range of estimated costs for each recommendation is broken down as follows:
•
•
•

$ = less than $5,000
$$ = between $5,000 and $25,000
$$$ = greater than $25,000
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A. Comprehensive and Small Area Planning
Comprehensive and small area planning affords cities and counties an opportunity to establish a cohesive and deliberate vision for
future land uses within their jurisdictions or within portions thereof that face land use challenges. As is clear from the compatibility
analyses in Chapter 3, LRAFB and its installations within the Study Area represent a unique and significant land use in this region of
the state. Further, as noted in Chapter 2, additional civilian growth is expected in the region and, of course, the community wishes to
expand and protect the Air Force presence here.
Therefore, the CUS Policy Committee recommended that the City of Jacksonville and Pulaski County undertaking planning efforts to
directly address the vision these communities have for lands in the vicinity of LRAFB or Camp Robinson, and that North Little Rock
and Sherwood update their plans for the same purposes, consistent with the 2020 CUS. In addition, the Committee recommended
any other planning documents, whether related to transportation, economic development, or other matters impacting land use, be
updated to reflect the recommendations and findings of this study.

A.1. Prepare Comprehensive or Small Area Plans in Pulaski County, Jacksonville, and Cabot (High Priority)
Some cities and counties in Arkansas have adopted jurisdiction-wide
comprehensive plans or, the more limited alternative, area plans, which address
only a portion of the jurisdiction.
These plans establish the community’s vision for its future, but they are not
mandates; that is, they are not directly enforceable without the force of an
implementing regulation behind them.
Nonetheless, comprehensive and small area plans are necessary precursors
to implementing regulations that ensure the vision the community develops for
its future comes to fruition. Also, lacking the urgency that crafting an ordinance
may have in some cases, the planning process allows community members,
appointed bodies, and elected officials to discuss and clarify a consensus view
of its future.
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The Current Environment
The cities of North Little Rock and Sherwood have
jurisdiction-wide comprehensive plans, which are
described in more detail in Chapter 5.
In 2011, Pulaski County, adopted a small area plan
applicable within the Lake Maumelle Watershed,
which it updated in December 2012.
Other local governments have also adopted
localized economic development plans, including,
for example, Cabot’s Master Street Plan, Lonoke
County’s Northwest Planning Areas Map, Pulaski
County’s Master Road Plan, and North Little
Rock’s 2013 Bicycle Plan.
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Sherwood and North Little Rock have adopted jurisdiction-wide comprehensive plans, and Pulaski County has adopted an area plan
applicable only within the Lake Maumelle Watershed. Neither Jacksonville nor Cabot have full comprehensive plans.1
While Sherwood’s and North Little Rock’s comprehensive plans reflect the range of key land use issues in those jurisdictions, Pulaski
County’s “Comprehensive Land Use Plan for the Lake Maumelle Watershed” illustrates an effective means of planning for key land
use issues, even where a community has not adopted a full comprehensive plan.
Similar to the Lake Maumelle watershed, compatibility issues in any military community amount to an urgent and important land use
concern that warrants a deliberate, long-term approach to planning.
Therefore, the CUS Policy Committee considered the criticality of all jurisdictions within the CUS Study Area adopting either
comprehensive plans or areas plans to address, at the very least, military land uses in their futures. However, after deliberation
and input from the more outlying rural areas, and based on the compatibility assessment in Chapter 3, the Committee limited its
recommendation to adopt new plans for Pulaski County, the City of Jacksonville, and the City of Cabot, given the adjacency of each
of these local governments to LRAFB and/or Camp Robinson.
Unincorporated Pulaski County has a number of documented military impacts present within its jurisdiction, including: a noise zone
(65–69 dB), as well as imaginary surfaces and flight tracks associated with both Camp Robinson and LRAFB. Jacksonville, of course,
has even more extensive impacts, including: noise zones (65–80+ dB), APZ 2, and imaginary surfaces and flight tracks associated
with LRAFB, but not Camp Robinson. In addition to flight tracks and imaginary surfaces, including approach and departure surfaces
associated with LRAFB, Cabot also has 65–74 dB noise zones in its ETJ and 65–69 dB noise zones within its corporate boundaries.
With the completion of this study, the members of the CUS Policy Committee emphasized the importance of pursuing a deliberate
approach to land planning in these most critical operational areas. The 15-month CUS process marked the community’s first
compatible use study and its initial step to formally incorporate prior AICUZ findings with comprehensive land use planning efforts in
the individual jurisdictions.

1 The 2011 AICUZ Study indicates the City of Cabot adopted a “general plan” in 1999 and during the course of this Study it was confirmed the City, in 2015, prepared a draft comprehensive
plan map. However, the general plan for the City was not able to be verified and may well not remain in effect.
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The Committee felt it important to recommended development of full comprehensive plans for these three jurisdictions, in order to
provide a full context for land planning around LRAFB and Camp Robinson. If resources or funding are not sufficient in the near term,
however, the Committee encouraged the County and the Cities to pursue small area plans within the documented military impact
areas in each jurisdiction.

A.2 Update Existing Comprehensive Plans in Sherwood and North Little Rock (High Priority)
As noted in Chapter 5, and as shown in Appendix B, the City of Sherwood adopted Sherwood Vision 2040, pursuant to A.C.A. § 1456-403, in December 2019, just after the start of the CUS. In addition, the City of North Little Rock has a Comprehensive Land Use
Plan which sets forth nine generalized land use goals for the city.
However, neither adopted plan directly addresses the presence of, or impacts related to, Little Rock Air Force Base. Neither
city has impacts associated with Camp Robinson within their boundaries or ETJs. Impacts from LRAFB may be of less concern
for North Little Rock because it is further from the base and has only imaginary surfaces and flight paths within its primary and
extraterritorial jurisdictions. Sherwood, on the other hand, has more extensive documented impact areas within both its corporate
and extraterritorial jurisdictions, including noise zones (65–69 dB), APZ 1, and APZ 2 as well as imaginary surfaces and flight tracks
associated with LRAFB.
Therefore, the Policy Committee recommended the CUS Implementation Phase include preparation of revisions to both the
Sherwood and North Little Rock comprehensive plans to incorporate this study’s results and recommendations into the applicable
elements of the cities’ plans. Revisions could be made to the applicable chapters of the Sherwood Vision 2040 plan and to the goals
set out in the North Little Rock plan.
For example, Goal 3.3 of the Sherwood plan (“Enhance the city’s land use regulations and development review processes”) could be
revised to add a policy incorporating LRAFB’s input into its zoning and review procedures.
Similarly, Goal 8 of the North Little Rock plan (“Promote and sustain a progressive and positive planning process for North Little
Rock”) could be supplemented by noting the CUS’s recommendations related to LRAFB input, particularly on matters related to
height and obstruction concerns.
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Alternatively, Sherwood and North Little Rock also could create separate chapters, sections, or addenda to their plans that address
military-related land use issues specifically and, as applicable, cross-referencing the 2020 CUS.

A.3. Prepare Updates to Other Policy and Planning Documents (Medium Priority)
As noted above and in Chapter 5, the CUS participating jurisdictions have prepared a range of planning and policy documents
related to transportation corridors, economic development, hazard mitigation, bike and pedestrian planning and the like. During
the CUS Implementation Phase, each of the local governments should identify current policy documents and plans impacted by the
recommendations of the 2020 CUS or which may simply benefit from being supplemented by the study findings.
By incorporating the findings of the CUS into the region’s policy and planning documents, the community meaningfully demonstrates
its awareness of the impact LRAFB has on many of the areas of land use each jurisdiction addresses.

B. Zoning and General Code Provisions
Both Sherwood and Jacksonville have adopted military-based zoning that applies within each of their corporate jurisdictions, as well
as portions of unincorporated Pulaski County. Both cities reference authorities provided in A.C.A. 14-56-201, -301, 401, and 413(a)(I)
(A), as well as 14-56-426 in their AICUZ zoning overlays.
During the course of developing the 2020 CUS, the Policy and Technical Committees put a great deal of effort into evaluating the
scope of municipal and county authority regarding not only military-related land uses, but zoning and land use in general.
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In fact, the Policy Committee appointed an ad hoc subcommittee to work with the consultant
team to identify areas of current state legislation that might be updated to clarify the scope of the
local governments’ powers. Based on the feedback of the subcommittee, the Policy Committee
concluded the scope of open legal and statutory questions was significant enough to warrant
taking up the matters during CUS implementation. And, in fact, the Committee included a
number of recommendations in this chapter facilitating clarification of statutory authorities and,
subsequently, implementation of corresponding CUS recommendations during implementation of
this study.
For context, note the CUS recommendations directly connected to these needed statutory
clarifications include all five recommendations under Section B, but also three important
recommendations under Section E, as well. Together, they are as follows:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

B.1. Prepare Updates to Existing AICUZ Overlay Boundaries in Sherwood and Jacksonville
B.2. Prepare Updates to Existing AICUZ Overlay Regulations in Sherwood and Jacksonville
B.3 Prepare AICUZ Regulations within Pulaski County, Lonoke County, and Cabot
B.4 Add Height and Interference Review to Local Development Review Processes
B.5. Include Review of Military Impact During Consideration of Annexation Applications
E.3 Prepare a Memorandum of Understanding (MOU) for Regional Coordination with LRAFB
E.4 Propose Legislative Revisions to Clarify Scope of Local Government Authorities
E.5. Prepare GIS Layers Illustrating Extent of Local Government Regulatory Authorities
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The Current Environment
The Cities of Sherwood and
Jacksonville have adopted
zoning overlays protecting
properties from some impacts
associated with LRAFB’s
mission and operations.
The cities apply the overlays
within Sherwood’s and
Jacksonville’s corporate
boundaries, as well as beyond,
within APZ and CZs.
Additional impacts associated
with noise and potential
airspace intrusions also have
been documented, but are not
yet addressed fully, according
to current Air Force guidelines.
There are varying
interpretations of the scope of
authority local governments
have with regard to militaryrelated, zoning, under A.C.A
§ 14-56-301, -412, and -426,
which need to be reconciled
to fully implement the
recommendations set out here.
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B.1. Prepare Updates to Existing AICUZ Overlay Boundaries in Sherwood and Jacksonville (High Priority)
The AICUZ overlays adopted by the Cities of Jacksonville and Sherwood each address
clear zones, accident potential zones, and, to a degree, potential airspace interference.
However, neither overlay maps the imaginary surfaces and flight tracks associated with
LRAFB, which could be impacted by new land uses and structures, and neither includes
noise zone impacts, which each experiences in both their corporate and extraterritorial
jurisdictions.
Therefore, the Policy Committee recommended the AICUZ boundaries for Sherwood and
Jacksonville be augmented by other documented impact areas shown in the 2011 AICUZ
Study, based on the compatibility analysis in Chapter 3 of the 2020 CUS.
However, it also is important the cities update the regulations implemented within the
overlay boundaries, which is discussed in the following section.

B.2. Prepare Updates to Existing AICUZ Overlay Regulations in Sherwood and
Jacksonville (High Priority)

Clarification of the scope and nature
of the land use and zoning authorities
of the jurisdictions in the CUS Study
Area may involve amendments to the
Arkansas Statues, discussions between
the local governments, and inter-local
agreements, or all three.
The five recommendations in
Section B will necessarily build on
the recommendations related to
an MOU for regional coordination
(Recommendation E.3.) and/or
revisions to Arkansas statutes related
to the allocation of land use and
zoning powers of local government
(Recommendation E.4)

Jacksonville and Sherwood adopted their AICUZ overlays in 1999 and 2007, respectively.
Since that time, not only was a subsequent AICUZ Study prepared for LRAFB, but the Air Force also has updated its guidance
regarding land use compatibility with noise impacts and accident potential. Though noise-related compatibility standards would be
new in these jurisdictions, current regulations related to accident potential and safety lack complete consistency with AFH 32-7084
and AFI 32-7063, most recently updated in December 2015.
For example, the AICUZ overlay district adopted by Sherwood in 2007, currently permits one “residential structure” per acre, within
the Clear Zone, APZ 1, and APZ 2. AFI 32-7063, on the other hand, recommends no residential uses be permitted in the clear
zones or APZ 1, and only limited single-family development of not more than two units/acre in APZ 2. So, in some cases, the local
overlays are more restrictive than current Air Force Guidance and in others less restrictive. Therefore, the CUS Policy Committee
recommended both Sherwood and Jacksonville update their AICUZ regulations—in addition to their boundaries—during the
Implementation Phase of the CUS.
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B.3. Prepare AICUZ Overlay Regulations within Pulaski County, Lonoke County, and Cabot (High Priority)
Overlay zones are a commonly used zoning tool that add specific regulations to lands in a certain geographic area beyond those
required generally by the underlying zoning district. They already are being used locally, as noted above. Military overlays serve
several purposes.
First, they may indicate areas within which notice and coordination between the Air Force and the local governments will occur,
providing a means of implementing the recommendations in Section E, Inter-Local Cooperation. This type of overlay might indicate
only those areas within which coordination would occur and would not govern allowable land uses in the area. This may be
appropriate where land use compatibility is not as urgent a concern, but where potential conflicts, including those related to Air
Force airspace, may still present themselves on a case-by-case basis.
Second, an overlay zone could limit the allowable land uses within them to those that are compatible with the Air Force’s mission.
This approach would be aligned with the existing zoning or general codes for the adopting jurisdiction and would identify any
conditional, discretionary, or special uses that would be appropriate given a proposed development’s proximity to an LRAFB
installation or impacts from Air Force operations. In this regard, the overlays would be similar to the initial overlays adopted in
Sherwood and Jacksonville.
In order to fully implement a regional regulatory framework, at least in the jurisdictions most heavily impacted by LRAFB operations,
the CUS Policy Committee recommended, in addition to Jacksonville and Sherwood, that Pulaski County, Lonoke County, and Cabot
also adopt limited AICUZ zoning to address the compatibility issues identified in Chapter 3.
In addition to coordination protocols, new overlays in these jurisdictions would relate to noise (unincorporated Pulaski County
and Cabot), accident potential (unincorporated Pulaski County, but within Cabot’s one-mile planning jurisdiction), and airspace
interference potential (unincorporated Pulaski County, Lonoke County, and Cabot) associated with LRAFB operations at the base as
well as the Camp Robinson All-American Landing Zone.
Given the proximity of these three jurisdictions to LRAFB installations and operations, the Committee gave this recommendation high
priority and recommended they be adopted during the CUS Implementation Phase.
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B.4. Add Height and Interference Review to Local Development Review Processes (High Priority)
As shown on Maps 3.19 and 3.20 in Chapter 3, the imaginary surfaces and flight tracks associated with LRAFB operations at the main
base, the All-American Landing Zone, and the Blackjack Drop Zone impact each of the jurisdictions participating in the CUS, except
the City of Lonoke. Therefore, in most jurisdictions there is the possibility of a structure (like a communications tower) or a land use
(like a landfill or electromagnetic device) being established that interferes with Air Force airspace.
The only jurisdictions at the time of the CUS that addressed this potential
incompatibility were Sherwood and Jacksonville, as is discussed above. In
each case, the cities appear to apply airspace protections throughout their
one-mile extraterritorial “planning jurisdictions” (see section 14.09.02(F),
City of Sherwood Zoning Code; section 15.20.01, Sherwood Subdivision
Regulations; and section 18.66.050, City of Jacksonville Zoning Code, Title
18).
However, as noted above and discussed in detail in Recommendation E.4.,
A.C.A. § 14-56-426 also appears to extend the extraterritorial powers of
most of the CUS jurisdictions to up to five miles for purposes of regulating
documented military impacts, like Air Force airspace. And, of course,
this airspace is impacted by the land use decisions of most of the local
government jurisdictions.

No One-Size-Fits-All Solutions
The members of the CUS Policy Committee
recognized each local government jurisdiction is
unique and that the solution or recommendation that
works for one, may not work for all.
For example, some jurisdictions are more urbanized,
while others are largely rural. Some have full zoning,
while many do not. Some are more heavily impacted
by base operations, while the impacts on others are
less frequent or less intense.
The recommendations in the 2020 CUS reflect
the unique nature of each jurisdiction and agency
participating including LRAFB.

Therefore, in conjunction with the other four recommendations in Section B
and Recommendations E.3., E.4., and E.5., the Policy Committee recommends that each participating local government adopt
measures to mitigate potential impacts on the Air Force airspace above their jurisdictions. These measures will likely be regulatory
in jurisdictions that have zoning and are closest to an installation boundary, but may be non-regulatory, voluntary, or by inter-local
agreement in jurisdictions that do not have zoning and are further from the installations.
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B.5. Include Review of Military Impacts During Consideration of Annexation Applications (High Priority)
Building on its analysis of extraterritorial jurisdictions, the Policy Committee also felt it important for municipalities and landowners
to take into account military impacts within an area planned for annexation. Indeed, annexations are an important component in the
land development process, as seen at the largest scale recently in 2008 with Sherwood’s annexation of the Gravel Ridge community,
which nearly double the city’s size.
First, property owners may not be aware at all that their unincorporated lands are subject to documented military impacts or that
a planned future use of their property could negatively impact base operations. Annexation is, after all, the first step rural property
owners may take to develop property.
The Policy Committee recommendation, therefore, is twofold.
First, during the planning process or during the next comprehensive plan updates, municipalities should add consideration of military
impacts to their planning models and policies. For example, the Sherwood Vision 2040 comprehensive plan calls for an Annexation
Plan to identify future annexation areas and Annexation Analyses prior to voluntary annexation.1 Both the eventual plan and analyses
should include consideration of LRAFB impacts, as shown in Chapter 3, and any subsequent AICUZ studies prepared for LRAFB.
Second, when a site-specific annexation is under consideration, the Committee recommends that ordinances and internal protocols
require consideration of the impact, if any, the annexation, if approved, could have on LRAFB or, conversely, LRAFB operations could
have on future development and property owner expectations about buildability in the area. For example, note that Policy 3.4.4. of
Vision 2040 requires annexation as a condition of utility extension. These extensions, not to mention the cost and time required to
finalize the annexation, will bring expectations of a return on investment. It is best, of course, if property owners are made aware
through pre-planning processes of whether military impacts are present on lands under consideration for investment.
Recommendation B.5. may be accomplished in part, as noted above, through preparation of site-specific Annexation Analyses
in the case of Sherwood, but also should be made part of also the annexation process and regulatory framework for each of the
municipalities.

1^ Sherwood Vision 2040, p. 46
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C. Subdivision Regulations
C.1. Prepare Regulatory Requirement for Plat Acknowledgments (High Priority)

The Current Environment

Consistent with the theme of the recommendations in Sections B and D, the Policy Committee
recommended local governments exercising subdivision authorities revise their regulations to require
acknowledgment on newly approved plats that impacts from Air Force operations may be present on
the lots on the plat and that future purchasers are encouraged to inquire with local agencies or local
installation officials.

The following jurisdictions
currently regulate
subdivisions of land:
Cabot
Jacksonville
Lonoke

For example, regulatory language could read as follows:
“Property owners should be aware that (i) parcels in this subdivision and its subsequent occupants
could experience Air Force operational impacts, including impacts related to noise, vibration, odors,
flight safety hazards, and other impacts related to operations associated with Little Rock Air Force
Base; and (ii) the property may be subject to regulatory limitations on development due to the
property’s proximity to an Air Force installation.”

Maumelle
North Little Rock
Sherwood
Ward

The language developed during the CUS Implementation Phase may vary, of course, following discussions and input by each
participating jurisdiction. Note too, this recommendation would run in tandem with Recommendation D.1. related to similar permitting
acknowledgment for zoning and land use applications.
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D. Notice to Property Owners and Occupants
It is important for a number of reasons that property owners and other occupants of
land be aware of the impacts they may experience associated with nearby military
activities. So too it is important that they be aware of any limitations—regulatory or
otherwise—on the expected use of their property as early as possible in the process
of development, purchase, or lease.
First, of course, is the element of fairness. Some moving into the area may not be
familiar with the extent of the bases’ importance and influence in the region. Others
may be unaware of the extent of military impacts and, in particular, of the distance
from the installations’ actual boundaries where a land use could negatively impact
US military operations.
Second, many communities have found a correlation with military awareness of
impacts and tolerance of those impacts. In other words, where the population is
stable and the presence of the military installation is long-term, there may be fewer
complaints of those impacts, since the history and importance of the local military
installation in the community is well known.
Therefore, the Policy Committee identified three recommendations related to
property owner and occupant awareness.
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Communicating Early & Often
Members of the Policy and Technical
Committees pointed out the importance of the
base officials and local planning and zoning
officials communicating early and often when
a proposed land use or infrastructure plan
could impact LRAFB operations.
If a local jurisdiction has begun informal
discussions with a landowner regarding a
development near an Air Force installation,
the jurisdiction would communicate this to the
designated Air Force liaison, perhaps sooner
and more broadly than may be required by an
ordinance, MOU, or statute, so site planning
may be finalized in consideration of any
preliminary base comments.
Similarly, if a proposed Air Force operation or
land use near a base boundary could have an
off-base impact, the Air Force would consult
the neighboring jurisdiction to ensure the
project meets the land use and operational
goals of both parties, even where state or
federal law may not require coordination
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D.1. Provide Notice on Local Permit Approval of Potential Military Impacts on Property (High Priority)
Consistent with Recommendation C.1., the Committee recommended that all building, zoning, and land use approval documents
include a notation or even the applicant’s acknowledgment that the property and its eventual occupants may experience noise,
safety, or other impacts associated with Air Force operations at the LRAFB installations.
Approvals including such an awareness statement may include building permits, rezonings, annexations, certificates of occupancy,
site plans, conditional/special uses, and planned developments.
The language would be determined by each local government during the CUS Implementation Phase, and may be similar to that set
forth in Recommendation C.1.

D.2. Prepare Purchaser and Tenant Awareness Disclosures (High Priority)
The State of Arkansas does not currently require a residential real estate disclosure at time of closing. However, the Arkansas
Realtors Association does recommend agents representing sellers encourage them to complete a standard disclosure form that
includes known impacts from noise and other nuisances.
The Policy Committee considered recommendations for providing supplemental voluntary real estate disclosures related specifically
to military impacts in the vicinity of Little Rock AFB, All-American Landing Zone, and Blackjack Drop Zone to local realtors in the
area. However, after evaluating mandatory military disclosures used in other states, the Committee elected to recommend seeking a
statutory revision that would require disclosure of military impacts. And, only if that effort were not successful, to develop a standard
voluntary form for local real estate agents and business community members to provide to potential purchasers, tenants, and
investors. If possible and deemed effective, the Committee indicated a preference that disclosure be achieved through revisions to
current disclosure forms instead of additional new forms.
During the CUS Implementation Phase, the Committee recommended that the communities and real estate professionals evaluate
disclosure options and other means of notifying potential purchasers of military impacts and to work with the local legislative
delegation to develop a revised statute for consideration as soon as possible. Input and involvement of the Arkansas Realtors
Association and the North Pulaski Board of Realtors during CUS implementation was also recommended.
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D.3 Street Signage
Many communities have used street signs as a means of not only creating awareness of the immediate presence of military impacts
and operations along a given portion of roadway, but also generalized awareness in the community as a result of the signs.
For example, the photo to the left shows a sign near Grissom Air Reserve Base, alerting
travelers along State Highway 31, which passes through an off-base portion of the clear zone,
to refrain from congregating in the area, consistent with Air Force guidance discouraging
gatherings of population in the CZs.

Similarly, the sign in th is photo puts current and future residents of a subdivision near Shaw
Air Force Base on notice of the potential to experience jet noise associated with that air
installation.
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E. Inter-Agency Cooperation
Effective coordination among CUS participants already is occurring, even where processes
have not been formalized or adopted by local ordinance, including, but not limited to,
development and infrastructure projects that had the potential for impacts on both sides of
the fence. Also, as noted in the discussion of Recommendation E.4., the Arkansas statutes
do not currently require military–local government coordination prior to development
permitting and approvals or even rezonings, which will in some cases impact LRAFB
operations or may be impacted by them.
The Committee, therefore, recommended that LRAFB and the local governments formalize
coordination efforts through an MOU for regional cooperation, perhaps in support of any
overlay regulations that also require coordination, where applicable. See Recommendations
B.1. through B.4.
This section describes additional recommendations the CUS Policy Committee made as
a result of its work during the 2020 CUS process related specifically to formalizing the
informal, though effective, nature of coordination between LRAFB officials and civilian
community stakeholders. Doing so was important to the Committee for several reasons.

The Current Environment
Little Rock Air Force Base has
existed since 1955. It has been and
remains an integral part of what
make this community unique.
Over the last 65 years, civilian
leaders and local officials have
interacted with military leaders
to keep lines of communication
open and, as a result, the base
and the community remain good
neighbors, with few areas of land
use incompatibility.

First, as noted in Chapter 2 and in several local plans, growth in the communities around LRAFB installations is expected to continue.
For example, the City of Sherwood alone projects 13,000 to 20,000 additional residents by 2040. See Sherwood Vision 2040, p. 19.
Second, as the Committee found during the CUS compatibility analysis, detailed in Chapter 3, some potential incompatibilities
exist with current and zoned land use near LRAFB. For example, the study found existing land use incompatibilities in APZ 1 and
the potential for current zoning to allow additional ones. See Maps 3.16 and 3.17. It is therefore critical that the regulatory tools
recommended in Section B be supplemented by a formalized coordination effort to ensure proposed future land uses do not
negatively impact operations at LRAFB.
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Implementation of the inter-agency cooperation recommendations begins with the establishment of a CUS Implementation
Committee that will oversee the implementation of the high priority recommendations in this chapter. In fact, the CUS project
manager began assembling the Implementation Committee as the study was being completed in the Fall of 2020.

E.1. Appoint CUS Implementation Committee (High Priority)
A CUS Implementation Committee will oversee CUS Phase II and the development of the tools and work products recommended
in this chapter, according to priority. The duration and cost of Phase II will depend, in part, on which recommendations the
Implementation Committee elects to pursue first. During its final discussions, the Policy Committee indicated a preference to pursue
implementation of the high priority recommendations within the first year to 18-months following completion of the CUS.
Therefore, as Phase II of the CUS process begins, the administering local agency, likely the City of Jacksonville, will finalize the “CUS
Implementation Committee” in late 2020 or early 2021. This Committee will consist of members of the jurisdictions involved in the
CUS itself, other impacted levels of government, and affected stakeholder groups.
Based on the experience of the Policy and Technical Committees during development of the CUS, the recommendation is to include
both policy and technical expertise on a single CUS Implementation Committee to continue the efficient and informed work that
began with the CUS.
Upon initiation of the CUS Implementation Phase, the Committee will meet periodically (virtually or in-person) and, as needed, call
upon staff members of the participating agencies to provide technical support.
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E.2. Seek Funding from State Military Affairs Grant Program (High Priority)
The Military Affairs Grant Program (MAGP), administered by the Arkansas Economic
Development Commission (AEDC), provides funding for projects that sustain and strengthen
military installations in Arkansas. The first grant awarded by through the MAGP, in 2018,
provided funding to the City of White Hall to develop a CUS for Pine Bluff Arsenal.1
Also in 2018, the AEDC awarded over $375,000 in MAGP funding to the LRAFB Community
Council and Jacksonville High School to develop a first-of-its-kind cybersecurity training
curriculum.2 This partnership exposes students to the field of cybersecurity, a rapidly
expanding career field in both military and civilian contexts. Students have opportunities
to work with LRAFB cybersecurity personnel, as well as educators from Arkansas State
University-Beebe.

The Association of Defense Communities
named the Central Arkansas region
to the 2020 class of Great American
Defense Communities, due in part to
the innovative cybersecurity training
curriculum. This program received MAGP
funding in 2018.

Applicants eligible for MAGP funding include counties, cities, economic development
agencies, military community councils, military installations, and state agencies.3 The
program operates on a quarterly grant cycle, subject to available funding (which is
appropriated by the state legislature). The FY20-21 state budget authorized $500,000 for the program. At the time of this writing, the
anticipated program budget for each of the next two fiscal years (FY21-22 and FY22-23) is $750,000.4
In Phase II, the community should identify components of the CUS Implementation Plan, particularly any high-priority
recommendations, that could be funded by the MAGP. According to AEDC, the grant program typically funds multiple smaller
projects during a budget year, rather than one large project that utilizes the entire budget appropriation. Many of the high priority
recommendations in this chapter have moderate associated costs (estimated at less than $25,000). Thus, the MAGP represents a
potential source of significant funding to help advance the CUS recommendations.
1^ https://www.arkansasedc.com/news-events/newsroom/detail/2018/04/09/governor-aedc-announce-first-military-affairs-grant-award
2^ https://www.arkansasedc.com/news-events/newsroom/detail/2018/05/14/governor-aedc-announce-$377-812-military-grant-for-cyber-training-at-jacksonville-high-school
3^ AEDC Military Affairs Grant Program Rules, May 2017, available: https://www.arkansasedc.com/docs/default-source/community-resources/military_affairs_grant_program_rules.
pdf?sfvrsn=daee83fa_4
4^ Arkansas State Legislature Budget Hearing Information (2021-2023 Biennium), Volume 02 – Department of Parks, Heritage & Tourism, DFA and Department of Commerce, Summary
Budget Information, p. 338, available: https://www.arkleg.state.ar.us/Committees/Document?type=pdf&source=2019%2FSummary+Budget+Manuals&filename=Volume%202%20–%20
Dept%20of%20Parks,%20Heritage%20and%20Tourism,%20DFA%20and%20Dept%20of%20Comm (last accessed November 2, 2020)
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E.3. Prepare a Memorandum of Understanding for Regional Coordination with LRAFB (High Priority)
As is discussed in greater detail under Recommendation E.4., most of the high-priority recommendations of this study will benefit
from a deliberate and facilitated effort to define and then articulate the roles each local government, the base, and the state will play
in the future to maintain compatibility between Air Force and civilian land uses.
A.C.A. § 14-56-426 was passed in 1995 to require local governments near an Air Force
base to take specific steps to advance compatibility. In fact, the legislature was one of
the first states to take such a step. The Policy Committee has recommended this section
be updated to reflect the current regulatory and land use environment in the CUS Study
Area to provide a clear and solid foundation for full CUS implementation.
And, further, a Memorandum of Understanding (MOU) should be developed to lay
out the framework for ongoing planning activities (see Recommendation G.2.) and to
establish a consensus view of where the authority to regulate, plan, and coordinate
stops and starts for each local government.
Therefore, the Policy Committee recommended that CUS implementation begin with
and be built around the development of an MOU early on. The Committee envisioned
the development of the MOU to include the following:
•

•
•
•

Regional Coordination Area Designated
Because participating CUS jurisdictions
vary so widely with respect to their
proximity to LRAFB installations, their
use of zoning or planning tools, and
their development densities the CUS
Implementation Committee should
consider designating a “regional
coordination area” within which parties
to the MOU, including LRAFB, agree to
coordinate on major land use changes.
Coordination triggers may include major
rezonings, adoption of new zoning or
planning provisions, and development of
new growth-inducing infrastructure, like
roads, water, and wastewater.

An initial statement of the current legislative framework and settled areas of
law related to municipal and county land use powers, including those related to
military impacts
An inventory of areas of uncertainty as to local government authority
A survey of the manner in which other communities in Arkansas and other states are addressing compatibility and coordination
in the modern military context
A series of one-on-one focus group meetings with local governments, the base, and other stakeholders identified by the CUS
Implementation Committee to ensure a complete understanding of the interests and needs of each for the resulting MOU
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•

One or more joint meetings of the parties to finalize an MOU that accomplishes the following:
1. Sets out a consensus view of the best regulatory approach to ongoing planning and zoning in the CUS Study Area longterm
2. Defines the scope of authority the parties to the MOU agree best meet those needs
3. Clarifies the locations in which regulations are most appropriate versus those where non-regulatory approaches are most
feasible and are sufficient to meet compatibility objectives
4. Maps these locations and provides GIS data for local use
5. Delineates the geographic extent of agreed-to authorities and boundaries
6. Any other matters the Implementation Committee deems feasible and appropriate

In addition, the MOU likely will address, among other things:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Ongoing coordination
The operational protocols of a standing Military Planning & Coordination Committee (see Recommendation G.1.)
The maintenance of a dedicated military planning and coordination website or webpage (see Recommendation F.2.)
The manner in which local regulations and state legislation (current or as revised on the recommendation of the CUS
Implementation Committee) work together to achieve a comprehensive approach to compatibility long-term
How notice will be provided and comments received when cooperation between the base and local governments is needed
How cooperation between LRAFB and the local governments will occur as to lands that are not subject to zoning regulations,
but that may be affected by military impacts
Procedures for regular updates by the base to local governing bodies
Notice or expected changes in military missions (temporary or permanent)

The MOU will be coordinated and consistent with any adopted overlay zoning, as discussed with respect to Recommendations B.1.
through B.5. as well as any proposed changes to Arkansas state legislation, discussed in Recommendation E.4.
At the time the CUS was completed, the Policy Committee believed full implementation of the CUS recommendations may also
depend on key clarifications to state legislation. However, the Committee also recognized that local stakeholders may arrive at
an agreed-to set of legislative changes through the initial discussions that lead to the eventual development of a complete MOU;
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and, also, that the MOU eventually may need to reflect the final version of any legislative revisions, which may follow adoption of
legislative changes.
Once the parties to the MOU reach agreement on the threshold issue of jurisdiction, however, the legislative revisions discussed in
Recommendation E.4. should be undertaken as quickly as possible.

E.4. Prepare Legislative Revisions to Clarify Scope of Local Government Authorities (High Priority)
The Policy Committee recommends the CUS Jurisdictions work collaboratively to prepare and seek legislative support for revisions
to A.C.A. § 14-56-426 and other affected statutes regarding the scope and nature of local government regulatory jurisdiction over
areas impacted by LRAFB operations; particularly as the statutes relate to extraterritorial powers and overlapping areas of authority
and impacts.
The subcommittee found, however, the statutes could benefit from clarification
of the scope of municipal authority in territorial jurisdictions subject to
A.C.A. § 14‑56‑426. The subcommittee also identified other potential revisions
to A.C.A. § 14‑56‑426 that would help clarify the scope of regulation and make
the legislation consistent with modern statutes in other states, including:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

The Scope of LRAFB’s Review and Comment of
Local Development Actions
While it is important that LRAFB receive notice of
pending land developments presenting real threats
to compatibility it also is in all parties’ interest to
avoid coordination on minor developments not
likely to impact base operations.

Requiring notice of and coordination with LRAFB prior to major land use
decisions in the impact areas;
The base and local governments will define an
Clarifying whether or to what extent section -426 requires counties to
effective balance during CUS implementation,
regulate or zone for military uses;
based on project size (acres, units, square footage),
The applicability of future AICUZ and other studies updating impact
distance from the installations, or land use types.
areas and guidelines;
Applying the requirement to permit single-family residences in
appropriate areas only, based on current Air Force guidance;
Requiring action on any new statutory mandate by local government within a fixed timeframe, with the requirement for a
recurring review period to address changed conditions or guidelines;
Clarifying, if needed, the distinctions between zoning and other statutory powers;
Clarifying or exploring the applicability of the statutes to other Arkansas military, guard, and reserve installations.
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Ad Hoc Legislative Subcommittee
During development of the CUS, the Policy Committee appointed an ad hoc legislative subcommittee to review the current statutory
requirements for land use controls in military impact areas. The subcommittee worked with the consultant planners and attorneys to identify
areas of current state legislation that might be updated to clarify the scope of the local governments’ powers.
The subcommittee focused on the relationship between two Arkansas statutes that authorize municipalities to act outside their corporate
boundaries: A.C.A. § 14-56-413 and §14-56-426.
A.C.A § 14-56-413 authorizes municipalities to adopt planning ordinances (distinct from zoning ordinances) within their territorial jurisdictions.
These territorial limits range from one to two miles, based on a municipality’s population. The statute authorizes “zoning ordinances only in
territorial jurisdictions of cities with a population of 8,000 or more that are situated on a navigable stream.”
A.C.A §14-56-426 requires first-class cities within five miles of a military installation to restrict or prohibit land uses “that might be hazardous
to aircraft operation.” In the vicinity of Little Rock Air Force Base, this results in four cities (Cabot, Jacksonville, North Little Rock, and
Sherwood) with significantly overlapping jurisdictions. In addition, portions of LRAFB’s documented impact areas fall outside these territorial
limits, in unincorporated areas of countries without jurisdiction-wide zoning regulations.
The subcommittee found the statutes could benefit from clarification of the scope of municipal authority in territorial jurisdictions subject to
A.C.A §14-56-426. The subcommittee also identified other potential revisions to the statute that might clarify the scope of regulation and the
process for review of potentially incompatible land uses.
Based on the feedback of the subcommittee, the Policy Committee concluded the scope of open legal and statutory questions
was significant enough to warrant taking up the matters during CUS implementation. The Policy Committee included a number of
recommendations in this chapter facilitating clarification of statutory authorities and, subsequently, implementation of corresponding CUS
recommendations during implementation of this study.

174

Little Rock AFB Compatible Use Study
Chapter 7: Compatible Use Study Recommendations

Other sections of the Arkansas Code may be relevant for consideration or proposed revisions, during this process, including A.C.A.
14-56-413, and -301, et seq.
Based on the work of the legislative subcommittee and the need for a facilitated regional effort, the Policy Committee ultimately
concluded the scope of open legal and statutory questions was significant enough to warrant taking up the matters during CUS
Implementation (see callout box, next page). Several overarching guiding principles during that process would include:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

That the authorities addressed by the CUS Implementation Committee be limited solely to military-related land uses (i,.e.,
accident potential, noise, and hazard surfaces), not zoning or land use powers unrelated to military impacts;
That the authorities addressed by limited geographically to those lands included in a documented military area of impact only;
The preference that cities regulate within their corporate jurisdictions and extraterritorial areas, which include documented
impact areas;
The ability for counties to decide whether the regulate unincorporated areas or to defer by agreement to the extraterritorial
jurisdiction of a city;
Impacts impacting more than one jurisdiction, should be addressed by a city to which the area of overlap is most logically
located (i.e., avoid “leap-frogging”);
That accident potential and noise impacts are most appropriate impacts for mandatory restrictions or zoning; and
Rural areas and certain areas subject to less restrictive imaginary surfaces may be appropriately addressed through
coordination, public awareness, and other non-regulatory tools.

Since the Arkansas Legislature meets only every two years for legislative business, the Policy Committee recommended that the
CUS Implementation Committee undertake legislative revisions as soon as the parties come to an agreed to jurisdictional framework
in Recommendation E.3 – hopefully in the spring of 2021 before that session of the legislature adjourns. The Committee further
noted that a common jurisdictional framework was the key prerequisite to preparing legislation, even if completion of the full MOU
extended beyond.
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E.5. Prepare GIS Layers Illustrating Extent of Local Government Regulatory Authorities (High Priority)
Due to the number of local government jurisdictions within LRAFB impact areas, the various territorial jurisdictions (discussed in
Recommendation E.4.), and the existing AICUZ overlay zoning districts in Jacksonville and Sherwood, mapping the extent of local
government regulatory authorities is an important component of the CUS Implementation Plan.
Mapping extraterritorial areas that are both authorized and active under state statute will allow CUS Jurisdictions, citizens, and
stakeholders to be readily aware of the geographic extent of zoning and planning powers currently being exercised. It also informs
development of the MOU (see Recommendations E.3. and G.2.) and helps illustrate the need for the legislative revisions discussed
in Recommendation E.4. Therefore, the Committee recommended either that a regional GIS database be established to reflect the
legislative authorities and jurisdictions clarified following completion of Recommendations E.3. and E.4. or that the GIS database of
an existing jurisdiction be expanded or updated to include all areas within the CUS Study Area and/or CUS regional coordination
area. As noted above, the CUS Implementation Committee may determine whether Pulaski County has the capacity and resources to
fulfill this role or whether the CUS Implementation Phase should include establishment of an independent database.

E.6. Facilitate LRAFB Input Prior to Local Approvals of New Growth-Inducing Infrastructure (High Priority)
The need to coordinate on land use matters may go beyond those necessarily captured in the local planning and zoning context.
For example, expansions to growth-inducing infrastructure initiated by local governments or other agencies may be coordinated with
LRAFB to ensure infrastructure extensions are not setting up encroachment vulnerabilities for the future.
For example, a proposed road extension into an APZ 1 area does not, by itself, create an incompatibility with Air Force accident
potential guidance. However, dense residential development that naturally could be expected to result from the road extension may
well create an incompatibility.
The objective of coordinating early and often will best be met—along with property owner expectations—where even these types of
infrastructure expansions are coordinated prior to approval, through regulatory, MOU, or other mechanisms developed during CUS
implementation.
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E.7. Monitor Defense Community Infrastructure Program for Funding Opportunities in the Region (High Priority)
Title 10 US Code § 2391(d) authorizes the Secretary of Defense to provide grants to “address deficiencies in community infrastructure
supportive of a military installation” through the Defense Community Infrastructure Pilot Program (DCIP). Congress authorized the
DCIP for ten years following enactment of the National Defense Authorization Act for Fiscal Year 2019, but did not fund the program
in FY2019. Fiscal Year 2020 marks the first time funding has been available for the DCIP.
In September 2020, the DoD announced
the first grants awarded through the
Defense Community Infrastructure
Pilot Program. These 16 grants, totaling
approximately $50 million, leverage an
additional $45 million in non-federal funds.
Funded projects include recreational and
sports complexes, educational facilities,
emergency medical facilities, and utility
infrastructure improvements.
In November 2020 the US Senate released
its proposed FY2021 spending package,
which proposes a $100 million increase in
funding for the DCIP.

The DCIP focuses on three priorities established by the Secretary of Defense: military
family quality of life, military resilience, and military value.
The statute defines “community infrastructure” as a product or facility that is located
off of a military installation and is owned by a state or local government or not-forprofit, member-owned utility service.5 Thus, eligible applicants for DCIP funding
include only state and local governments and not-for-profit, member-owned utility
services.
The Final Federal Funding Opportunity (FFO) for the FY2020 DCIP identifies other
eligibility and programmatic requirements, including those discussed below, which
may or may not be the same in subsequent funding years.

Individual awards range from $250,000 to $25 million. Unless the project location is
in a rural area or for national security reasons, grantees must provide a non-federal
funding match totaling at least 50% of project costs per the FFO (note 10 U.S.C. § 2391(d)(2) requires a minimum 30% match for nonrural projects). The FFO defines “rural area” as a city, town, or unincorporated area with a population of 50,000 or less. An applicant
proposing a project in a rural area must specifically request a waiver of the matching requirement.

5^ 10 U.S.C. § 2391(e)(4)
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The FFO defines eligible community infrastructure projects
as “any complete and usable transportation project, school,
hospital, police, fire, emergency response, or other community
support facility; or water, wastewater, telecommunications,
electric, gas, or other utility infrastructure project, that:
•
•
•
•

•

Support a military installation;
Are owned by a state or local government or a not-forprofit, member owned utility service;
Will enhance military family quality of life, resilience or
military value at the supported military installation;
Are endorsed by the local installation commander
representing the installation benefiting from the proposed
project; and
Are construction-ready.”6

The Jacksonville Little Rock AFB University Center offers educational
programs for both military and community members.

Further, at least 50% of the beneficiaries of a project funded by
the DCIP must be active-duty military service members and their families.

A key requirement is that the proposed construction can begin within twelve months of the grant award. This requires “all necessary
final design and planning, federal and state/local environmental planning, and local permitting actions” to be “substantially
complete.”7 As with other federal funding, compliance with the National Environmental Policy Act is required.
The CUS Implementation Committee should monitor the DCIP for potential funding opportunities in FY2021 and beyond. The
community could use funding in a variety of ways to support the three DCIP priorities.
For example, LRAFB has a legacy of supporting education, including through establishment of the University Center, a degree center
of Arkansas State University-Beebe. The Jacksonville Little Rock AFB University Center offers educational programs for both military
and community members.
6^ FFO, Section C.3., p. 3
7^ FFO Questions and Answers, Part I, Section A, Questions 27 and 56; June 4, 2020
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The City of Jacksonville contributed $5 million to the construction of a new facility, located just off-base, in 2011. This location allows
community members to use the facility without special security or access requirements. Improvements to this facility could be
eligible for DCIP funding.
The City of Jacksonville provides water service to and treats wastewater from LRAFB. In addition, LRAFB has developed a
strong partnership with Entergy, the local utility, to improve energy efficiency and reduce costs.8 Improvements to these critical
infrastructure systems also could be eligible for DCIP funding.

E.8. Evaluate Opportunities with the Air Force Community Partnership Program (Medium Priority)
While the DCIP is an opportunity for military communities and the Department of Defense to share in the costs and benefits of
capital/infrastructure projects, the Air Force Community Partnership (AFCP) program facilitate partnerships built on shared resources
and capabilities beyond infrastructure.
The Air Force Community Partnership program brings together community and Air Force leaders to identify opportunities for and
engage in mutually beneficial partnerships. These partnerships often result in reduced operational costs and improved service
delivery and, perhaps more importantly, strengthen relationships between a military installation and the surrounding community.
The AFCP program facilitates coordination at the local level on initiatives as varied as the participating communities. Examples
include the following:
•
•
•
•
•

Shared firing ranges
Cooperative medical/EMT training
Shared refuse management services
Cooperative educational programs
Shared water and wastewater treatment facilities

8^ Utility Services Case Study: Energy Efficiency Upgrades for Little Rock AFB, Federal Emergency Management Program, November 2000, available: https://www.nrel.gov/docs/
fy01osti/26811.pdf
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The AFCP process involves three groups: a leadership committee, consisting of key decision makers; work groups, consisting of Air
Force and community members with expertise related to the potential partnerships; and stakeholders/participants representing a
broad range of community members.9
LRAFB was an early participant in the AFCP program, which has resulted in several local partnerships, including a memorandum
of agreement with the Central Arkansas Library System (CALS) in which CALS provides staff for events at LRAFB to support base
library staff. The CUS Implementation Committee, LRAFB, and the CUS Jurisdictions should evaluate opportunities for continued
engagement with the AFCP program, including an assessment of potential new partnerships to address common issues and
leverage resources.

E.9. Increase Statewide Coordination (Medium Priority)
This study recommends that the standing Military Planning and Coordination Committee (see Recommendation G.1.) work to increase
statewide coordination efforts related to mission sustainment and military value and encroachment-related matters.
This could include coordination with the Commanding Officers of Arkansas military installations and with the Arkansas Economic
Development Commission’s Military Affairs office as well as consideration of statewide legislation or inter-agency agreements to
facilitate the development of statewide military planning tools and coordination frameworks.
The CUS Implementation Committee also should explore recommending regular meetings of the Commanding Officers from around
the state. Other states like Florida, for example, have a formalized means of coordination among high-ranking military officials and
state officials to ensure communication between these levels of government.
Finally, the Policy Committee also discussed the benefits of having a designated state-level grant writing subject matter expert to
ensure Arkansas installations are fully availing themselves of available resources and programs, particularly those at the federal
level.

9^ Air Force Community Partnership Program, Groups and Roles, available: https://community.apan.org/wg/airforcepartnerships/p/aboutus
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E.10. Perform Strategic Planning to Stand Up a Readiness and Environmental Protection Integration Program with Conservation
and Community Partners (Medium Priority)
The Little Rock AFB Installation Complex Encroachment
Management Action Plan (ICEMAP) provided recommendations
for the installation to engage with community partners to develop
a REPI program to identify partnership conservation solutions
to help mitigate the impacts of off-base land uses that are
potentially incompatible with military training and operations
through 10 U.S.C. §2684a and 16 U.S.C. §670c-1.
These authorities allow Little Rock AFB to enter cost-sharing
partnerships with willing property owners that protect compatible
land uses and address regulatory restrictions that inhibit military
activities on non-DoD properties in the vicinity of installations.
Through proactive work with conservation partners, a Little
Rock AFB REPI program can provide win-win-win solutions
that support the community, preserve agricultural and natural
lands, and most importantly, protect and enable current and
This excerpt from a DoD presentation on the REPI program identifies
future military training and operations. During the CUS process,
keys to REPI program success.
multiple stakeholders shared an interest in establishing such
a program after the completion of the CUS. However, developing and standing up a successful REPI program requires a thorough
understanding of unique tools available under federal authorities, as well as an understanding of the collaborative interests of
potential compatible land use partners that may include private conservation organizations and local communities.
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Therefore, the Policy Committee recommended the base work with conservation and community partners to stand up a local REPI
program, which may include the following steps:
•
•
•
•
•

Seek specialized expertise and obtain education on REPI program fundamentals and best practices, including information on
project planning and real estate execution requirements.
Identify initial and ongoing leadership structure and personnel needs for installation stakeholders to provide input, identify
metrics, and execute the program.
Engage with potential eligible entity community partners to identify interest in the program, geographic focus areas, and
collaborative funding opportunities.
Engage with installation stakeholders and develop GIS maps that prioritize partner focus areas and locations that support
military readiness.
Develop a written REPI five-year plan that identifies mission capabilities, encroachment threats, a holistic encroachment
mitigation strategy, a desired end state, and the expected strategic benefit.

Little Rock AFB should seek specialized expertise and perform strategic planning to stand up an installation REPI program. Strategic
planning may include obtaining education and identifying best practices, identifying leadership and personnel requirements,
engaging with potential community partners, performing a GIS analysis to identify priority areas of mutual interest, and developing a
written REPI five-year plan. To start this process, the installation should engage with the Air Force Civil Engineering Center (AFCEC/
CIUB), which leads USAF REPI programming, to understand potential frameworks, procedures, and Air Force guidance for the
program. Additional strategic planning could occur with installation staff or with support from AFCEC or specialized consultants.
These efforts should be designed to work with and support CUS goals to promote collaborative military and community conservation
solutions.
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E.11. Formalize Protocol for Periodic LRAFB Updates to Local Governments and the Community (Medium Priority)
As noted throughout this study, there currently is a significant amount of informal coordination amongst the CUS Jurisdictions and
LRAFB. For example, the City of Jacksonville’s mayor briefs newcomers on-base every month, and LRAFB personnel briefs the
Jacksonville City Council as needed.
However, the Policy Committee recommends increasing this type of interaction between LRAFB and local governing bodies as well
as the community.
First, regularly scheduled updates by LRAFB representatives to local governing bodies and planning commissions would address
ongoing or anticipated future activities at LRAFB, Blackjack Drop Zone, or the All-American Landing Zone. These updates should
be consistently made and formalized, perhaps as part of the Memorandum of Understanding (see Recommendations E.3. and
G.2.). Written communications may augment in-person presentations or may be provided in lieu of meeting in person, if issues
appropriately allow. Written updates also could be posted on the dedicated military planning and coordination website (see
Recommendation F.2.).
Second, the Committee recommended the CUS Implementation Committee explore the possibility of the base holding “State of the
Base” briefings either annually or biannually to welcome the community onto LRAFB and offer the chance to hear the latest news
and plans for the Air Force locally directly from base command. One possibility would be to hold a State of Base address during the
recurring air shows on-base.
Other CUS communities have found this connection augments relationships between the community and the military and helps to
mitigate the risk of misinformation being disseminated.

E.12. Continue to Pursue Initiatives for Improved Quality of Life for Military Families (Medium Priority)
Access to quality public education remains one of the most important quality of life issues for military families. Little Rock AFB can
continue to support educational programs and initiatives by leveraging installation resources and partnerships with local schools,
including the continued participation of senior Air Force personnel on the local school board. As part of an overall effort to reduce
challenges for military families, public educational opportunities can influence future basing decisions.
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The Arkansas Department of Education provides the Purple Star School Award to recognize military-friendly schools, and both Cabot
and the Jacksonville-North Pulaski School Districts have multiple schools recognized as Purple Star Schools. These include:
In the Jacksonville-North Pulaski School District
Jacksonville Middle School
Pinewood Elementary
Bobby G. Lester Elementary
In the Cabot School District
Central Elementary
Northside Elementary
Southside Elementary
Eastside Elementary
Westside Elementary
Magness Creek Elementary
Mountain Springs Elementary
Stagecoach Elementary

Ward Central Elementary
Cabot Middle School North
Cabot Middle School South
Cabot Junior High School North
Cabot Junior High School South
Cabot Freshman Academy
Academic Center of Excellence
Cabot High School

Continuing to expand the number of awarded schools in the area and prioritizing resources and programming that serve the needs
of military families significantly improves quality of life. Little Rock AFB can also build on its relationships with the local community
colleges and universities to provide enhanced opportunities, including special programs and discounted tuition rates, for military
personnel and their dependents. Little Rock AFB and the City of Jacksonville have already established a joint university center that
facilitates education opportunities for the military population and local community. Jacksonville Lighthouse Charter School–Flightline
Upper Academy provides an on-base public education option for 5th through 8th grades.
In addition, working with the Community Council, Jacksonville-North Pulaski School District (JNPSD), community members, and
AEDC Military Affairs, the Jacksonville Economic Development and Cultural Alliance was awarded a cybersecurity grant that funded
the development of a cybersecurity education program for the JNPSD. This program includes collaboration with the University of
Arkansas, Arkansas State University, and the University of Central Arkansas, and contributed to LRAFB’s receipt of two national
awards for community relations. This program is unique and prepares certified entry-level cybersecurity specialists right out of high
school.
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In a 2020 Department of the Air Force assessment of public education quality in school districts serving Air Force installations,
the following areas were identified for Little Rock AFB as requiring additional support: student learning rate, suspension rate, and
chronic absenteeism rate. Several policies could be adopted by school districts to improve public education support for military
families.
One option is to expand school choice by requiring home school districts to release military children if they have been accepted into
another district. If a military family who lives in on-base housing moves to off-base housing in another school district, the students
should be allowed to remain in their current school district. This policy change would help improve student learning and graduation
rates by allowing students to remain with the same school system.
Another option would be to allow children of an active duty military member who is transferring to a military installation to complete
early remote registration with the chosen school. By the time a military family receives PCS orders, certain classes or extracurricular
activities may already have been filled for the academic semester or year. Note all school districts in the vicinity of Little Rock
AFB must operate under the State’s Public School Choice Act, which essentially states that as long as the student submits an
application on time (with some qualifications), the transfer will be considered. Military children and families must operate by the same
regulations—though a family that transfers in mid-year can apply for a transfer within 15 days of arrival on base and is not bound by
the application deadline specified in the statute.
Another opportunity to improve military family quality of life and stability is through improving license portability for military spouses
who work in occupations, including health care and teaching, that require licenses. When moving to a new state as part of a
permanent base change, spouses with professional licensure requirements face more significant barriers to employment due to

LRAFB Community Council
The Little Rock Air Force Base Community Council, a civilian non-profit organization that works to support the base, its mission, and its
people, has played an important role in connecting the base with the community.
The Community Council promotes, plans, and carries out functions and events supportive of the community and the base mission,
including, for example, the annual air show. LRAFB leadership and other personnel often attend quarterly Community Council meetings. The
Community Council membership includes representatives from the Jacksonville-North Pulaski School Board and the Jacksonville community.
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lengthy, complex processes to obtain licensure within the new state. In 2019, the State of Arkansas passed Act 820, which enabled
military personnel, veterans, and their spouses to automatically be granted a professional license in Arkansas if they held an
equivalent license issued by another state or territory. To build on that improvement, a military spouse liaison could be established at
the installation level to assist spouses who are seeking employment or who are underemployed. Little Rock AFB and its community
stakeholders should continue to understand potential limiting factors to military family quality of life and work together to advocate
for and pursue solutions.
Little Rock AFB could also consider establishing an innovation lab for on-base and community benefits. Numerous Air Force
installations across the country are standing up innovation labs that are designed to provide a collaboration space equipped with 3D
printers, virtual reality equipment, and other technology to cultivate innovative ideas. An on-base innovation lab could also support
entrepreneurs and entrepreneurial initiatives within the community through partnerships with Little Rock AFB. These combined
efforts help create a stronger, more resilient community and enhance base–community partnerships.

F. Public Outreach and Communication
Communities that host military installations benefit from frequent outreach and communication from officials at the installation on
matters that impact their lives, businesses, and quality of life. Indeed, that level of communication by Little Rock AFB has been very
good over the years.
While communication may not initially appear to be related to encroachment and
land use compatibility, generally speaking, it promotes cooperation when matters
directly impacting compatibility arise. This allows a more expedient and fair
response from all parties, thereby reducing the potential for encroachment that
would threaten base mission or the communities’ quality of life.

F.1. Community Noise and Impact Reporting (High Priority)

The Current Environment
In the public survey (see Appendix A) 77% of
respondents characterized communications
between the Air Force and the community as
good (50.2%) or fair (26.8%).
Respondents also indicated a preference for
communication from Little Rock AFB via social
media and via the LRAFB website.

In the public survey conducted at the beginning of the CUS process, a majority
of respondents (77%) characterized communications between the Air Force and
the community as good (50.2%) or fair (26.8%). Slightly fewer than half of respondents (44.8%) know who to contact at LRAFB if

186

Little Rock AFB Compatible Use Study
Chapter 7: Compatible Use Study Recommendations

they have a question or a concern, although 77.5% of survey
respondents have never needed to contact the base.
Community members should be able to easily determine how
to ask a question or report a concern to LRAFB, and community
inquiries related to noise or other off-base impacts from Little
Rock AFB should be handled in a consistent manner. Procedures
should be maintained, if they are not already, to ensure inquiries
are responded to in a timely manner and that the resolution of
each inquiry is documented and retained in a consistent way.
The Policy Committee recommends supplementing existing
protocols regarding public reporting of noise and other impacts
from LRAFB by including on LRAFB’s website the installation’s
point of contact, policies, and time frames for responding to
inquiries. This would clarify the process for the public, help
manage community expectations, and further demonstrate
LRAFB’s long-standing commitment to working with the
community.

Marine Corps Air Station Beaufort has a link on its home page for
Operations & Noise Inquiries, as well as a list of frequently asked
questions related to noise and a Community Resources page with
additional information.
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F.2. Set Up Military Planning & Coordination Website
(High Priority)
The first source of information for many people today
is the internet. The Policy Committee, therefore,
recommended establishment of a dedicated military
planning and coordination website to facilitate public
engagement and provide a single source of reliable
and current information about the CUS implementation
process.

Prince George’s County, MD maintains military overlay zone information on its
Planning Department’s website.

The website could be a page on an existing agency
website, likely the City of Jacksonville, or a standalone
website. The Committee anticipated that Pulaski County’s
GIS staff would assume an important role in creating the
website if parcel-level information can be made available
to public users.

It would serve as a central location for information related to land use and military planning in the area, including topics such as:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

The 2020 CUS and related materials
Anticipated changes in mission at LRAFB, when applicable
GIS layers available to citizens to easily identify applicable regulations
Downloadable brochures identifying regulations, policies, impact areas, and points of contact
How to avoid land uses and land use activities (like drone use or radio frequency interference) that would negatively impact air
operations at LRAFB or All-American Landing Zone
A story map feature that presents a cohesive, easy-to-follow story of LRAFB’s relevance to the community and the importance
of the community’s ongoing coordination with the base related to land use matters
Frequently Asked Questions (e.g., “What is the economic impact of LRAFB in our community?” “Are there limitations on the use
of my property based on LRAFB operations?”)
Contact and reporting information for LRAFB
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Regardless of the final location and management responsibility of the website, all CUS jurisdictions would be linked and would
participate in its content and functionality. The structure and management of the website or webpage would be addressed in the
Memorandum of Understanding described in Recommendation E.3.

F.3. Prepare Public Outreach Materials on Civilian UAS Regulations and Risk Areas, Including Street Signs (High Priority)
The CUS process revealed few current concerns with the civilian use of unmanned aerial systems (UAS), or drones, in the vicinity of
LRAFB. However, drones continue to increase in popularity for personal, commercial, and government use. As noted in Chapter 3,
while the FAA regulates the operation of UAS by civilians and has imposed altitude restrictions and defined certain areas as offlimits for their use, a review of the current UAS restrictions in the CUS Study Area revealed the potential for conflict, and thus hazard,
in areas that are critical for military aviation but are not yet subject to FAA regulation. There are national security restrictions over
LRAFB and a portion of Camp Robinson, as well as off-base restrictions, but there are no restrictions over All-American Landing Zone
(see Map 3.19).
The Policy Committee recommended that steps be taken to ensure the public is aware of restrictions on the use of drones near
LRAFB and AALZ and of their potential danger to Air Force operations in the area.
These steps should include publicization by the CUS Jurisdictions and LRAFB of federal requirements and FAQs (including website
links for FAA and other relevant federal agencies) related to the use of “drones” in the vicinity of LRAFB and AALZ. In particular,
the community should seek to increase public awareness of how to notify LRAFB of proposed drone use within federally protected
areas. The community should also evaluate the need for signs near the installation to notify the public about federally protected
airspace.
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F.4. Prepare Public Outreach Materials for NLR Construction Standards (Medium Priority)
Although noise from Little Rock AFB, Camp Robinson, and
the Blackjack Drop Zone is present in the community, most
respondents to the CUS public survey either do not find the
noise disruptive (64.8%), or do not experience noise impacts from
operations at all (28.5%). However, one respondent finds the
noise severely disruptive, and two respondents characterize the
noise as so bad they wish they could move.
The local jurisdictions within documented noise zones should
make noise level reduction (NLR) construction standards available
to citizens, builders, and developers. NLR helps mitigate noise
associated with military air operations and training. These would
be available for use voluntarily for residential or non-residential
developments, but would not be mandatory or required by code.
Examples of NLR techniques include:
•
•
•

Using fixed or casement windows with weather-stripping,
rather than sliding, pivoting, or double-hung windows;
Using solid-core wood exterior doors with vinyl seal around
the edges; and
Increasing the amount of insulation in walls and ceilings.

In the late 1980s , the Department of the Navy and the FAA jointly
commissioned the preparation of Guidelines for Sound Insulation of
Residences Exposed to Aircraft Operations. In 1992, the document
was published more broadly by the US Department of Transportation.
The Guidelines were updated in 2005, and remain a widely used
resource for NLR in residential buildings
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G. Ongoing Land Use Planning Activities
Land use compatibility can be maintained and strengthened through
effective coordination between military installations and the communities
surrounding them. This section, therefore, identifies two strategies for
ongoing, long-term coordination.
The history of pre-planning and coordination already in place has
created an environment that is relatively free of significant encroachment
concerns.

G.1. Establish a Standing Military Planning and Coordination Committee
(High Priority)
Once the recommended CUS tools have been developed and full
implementation has begun, the CUS Policy Committee recommends the
establishment of a standing committee to facilitate ongoing planning and
coordination in the region.

The Current Environment
LRAFB and the surrounding CUS Jurisdictions have
a long history of working together to avoid land use
incompatibilities. As demonstrated in Chapter 3, this
practice has paid off, as there are very few major threats
to land use compatibility at this time.
Nonetheless, the CUS Policy Committee has
recommended a complete toolbox of strategies to
protect the current operating environment over the long
run including the strategies for continued coordination
discussed in this section.

The committee, perhaps designated as the “Military Planning and Coordination Committee” or “MPCC,” would meet on a regular
basis, or simply would be convened by its members as circumstances warrant. The MPCC would serve as a clearinghouse for
issues and information related to military-related planning in the region and may adopt bylaws to guide its structure and protocol.
The primary objective is to ensure that the Air Force, local jurisdictions, and citizens have a designated agency to which they may
address military compatibility issues.
If an MOU is developed for purposes of ongoing military–civilian coordination (see Recommendations E.3. and G.2.), the MPCC
would be responsible for ensuring its provisions are met and for overseeing changes to the agreement. The organizational structure
of the MPCC could be formalized into the MOU, but a separate set of formal or informal bylaws may be more fitting.
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G.2. Maintain Updated MOU for Continued Community-Wide Coordination (High Priority)
Once the community develops the tools recommended here, in Phase II, the question arises of what framework will remain in place
to monitor the implementation of those tools. This will be the final and ongoing phase referred to as Phase III in the next section, The
Next Phases: CUS Implementation & Tools Adoption. The CUS Policy Committee recommended consideration of a Memorandum of
Understanding to memorialize this local coordination framework for the purpose of maintaining the current positive encroachment
environment.
As discussed in Recommendation E.3., the Policy Committee recommended
the CUS Implementation Committee consider keeping the MOU in draft form
until a legislative solution is settled upon (see Recommendation E.4.). This
would ensure the MOU is finalized consistent with the final legislative and
local regulatory framework.
Once the MOU is finalized, it will guide the continuing work of the MPCC (see
Recommendation G.1.) and other community stakeholders in matters related
to military land use planning, after the recommended CUS tools have been
implemented in Phase II.

The CUS Implementation Committee
As discussed in Recommendation E.1., a CUS
Implementation Committee will oversee CUS Phase
II and Development of the tools and work products
recommended in this chapter, according to priority.
The Committee will be established in late 2020 or
early 2021, and will consist of representatives from
CUS Jurisdictions, LRAFB, other impacted agencies,
and affected stakeholder groups.

G.3. Support the Jacksonville Economic & Cultural Alliance as the
Coordinating Agency for Ongoing Inter-agency Coordination (High Priority)
The City of Jacksonville’s Economic and Cultural Alliance served as the lead agency and program manager for the 2020 CUS
and was anticipated to serve the same role during the CUS Implementation Phase to follow. In order to build on its base of
experience, and given LRAFB’s location within the Jacksonville city limits, the Policy Committee recommended that the MOU
discussed in Recommendation E.3. designate the City of Jacksonville as the coordinating agency on regional military issues moving
forward. Accordingly, so long as the City is able, it would continue to provide staff support to the CUS Implementation Committee
and (following CUS implementation) to the standing Military Planning and Coordination Committee established pursuant to
Recommendation G.1.
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IV. The Next Phases: CUS Implementation & Tools Adoption
Compatible Use Studies are similar to other planning processes our local communities regularly engage in. There typically are three
general phases:
•
•
•

The planning process, which assesses needs and identifies recommendations to address those needs
Development of implementation tools recommended during the planning process
Adoption and implementation of those tools

This report is the result of the Phase I planning process and is similar in nature to the comprehensive or area planning process
undertaken by Sherwood, North Little Rock, and Pulaski County in recent years.
In Phase II, a CUS Implementation Committee, similar to the CUS Policy and Technical Committees, will implement the highestpriority recommendations described in this chapter, including preparation of implementing documents, ordinances, agreements,
comprehensive plan policies, and the like.
CUS implementation is commonly funded with a matching grant from the Office of Economic Adjustment. That funding, however, is
contingent upon availability and is not a prerequisite to effective implementation.
In the third phase, the tools developed in Phase II are presented to implementing agencies (e.g., local governments, state agencies,
and the LRAFB) for adoption and application. This is similar in nature to the implementation of a zoning ordinance or inter-local
agreement after adoption or execution.
The following table illustrates the three phases of a CUS.
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Phase Objective
Oversight
Funding Eligibility
Memorandum of Understanding
(MOU)

PHASE I

PHASE II

PHASE III

CUS

CUS Implementation

Tools Adoption

Needs Assessment Tools
Identification

Tools Development

Tools Adopted, Effective,
Amended as Needed

Policy Committee Technical
Committee

CUS Implementation
Committee

Military Planning and
Coordination Committee (MPCC)

OEA-Eligible

OEA-Eligible

Local Funding, as Needed

MOU Recommended

MOU Drafted

MOU Adopted and Effective
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Observa�ons of responses to ques�ons in each category, as well as a general summary of the comments provided at the end of the survey, are shown below in “Key Observa�ons”. Charts and graphs are also included for
select ques�ons. The raw data for each ques�on, including responses and comments provided, can be found in
“Survey Results”.

Addi�onally, survey par�cipants were given the opportunity to provide general comments, ques�ons, or other
statements regarding the Li�le Rock AFB at the end of the survey.








A total of 270 survey responses were completed and collected – 260 online surveys and 10 paper copies were
received. The survey ques�ons can be divided into six main categories:

There were two main op�ons for the public to provide informa�on via the survey: they could complete the survey online, or they could download a paper copy of the survey from the project website and complete it by hand.
Surveys completed online were collected automa�cally. Paper copies of the survey could be delivered via email
to tsmith@planningandlaw.com.

The purpose of the Compa�ble Use Study is to encourage local governments, together with the state, to work
closely with Li�le Rock AFB to implement measures that promote compa�ble development in the areas surrounding our military installa�ons, but that also preserve the public health, safety, and welfare of those living
and working near Li�le Rock AFB. The Compa�ble Use Study will also evaluate ways to enhance communica�on
and coordina�on among local, regional, and state stakeholders. This short survey is designed to help the Compatible Use Study project team gain insights into community percep�ons and opinions rela�ng to the presence and
ac�vi�es of Li�le Rock AFB, Camp Robinson, and the Blackjack Drop Zone.

The 2020 Li�le Rock Air Force Base (AFB) Compa�ble Use Study is a coopera�ve planning eﬀort conducted as
a joint venture between Li�le Rock AFB and Pulaski County, White County, Lonoke County, Cabot, Jacksonville,
Sherwood, Lonoke, Maumelle, North Li�le Rock and other jurisdic�ons and stakeholders in proximity to the
base. In addi�on to the Li�le Rock AFB, the Study also includes lands near Camp Robinson and the Blackjack
Drop Zone, which are used by the Air Force as well. The City of Jacksonville is the Compa�ble Use Study project
sponsor and coordina�ng oﬃce.
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Figure 1. LocaƟons of Residence Across Respondents

Over half of respondents (55.2%) live in either the City of Cabot (29.5%) or the City of Jacksonville (25.7%), while
the rest of the respondents (44.8%) are spread across 23 other locaƟons (see Figure 1). The majority of respondents have lived within Central Arkansas for more than 20 years (76.2%) (see Figure 2). Most respondents are
homeowners that live in the region and do not own a business (87.6%) (see Figure 3). The plurality of respondents idenƟfy as reƟred (30.6%). The rest of the respondents idenƟed as either employed by the Department
of Defense, healthcare or medical enƟty, or self-employed (combined 19.5%). Federal, state, or local government
also employed a large porƟon of respondents (16.4%) (see Figure 4).
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Figure 3. Respondents That Own A Business in Central Arkansas

Figure 2. Respondent Residency DuraƟon in Central Arkansas
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While very few respondents are currently on acƟve duty (1.1%) and nearly half do not have a direct personal
connecƟon to the armed forces (45.7%), most respondents have visited LiƩle Rock AFB for one reason or another (92.6%). Most respondents live more than ve miles away from LiƩle Rock AFB (54.1%) (see Map 1), Camp
Robinson (75.6%) (see Map 2), and the Blackjack Drop Zone (96.2%) (see Map 3). And although only 45.9% of
respondents live within ve miles of LiƩle Rock AFB, many have visited the base for reasons other than work,
including recreaƟonal acƟviƟes, like the gym and bowling, and to watch air shows. On the other hand, 73.4% of
respondents are not aware of the land use regulaƟons at local jurisdicƟons that encourage compaƟble development near LiƩle Rock AFB, Camp Robinson, and Blackjack Drop Zone.

ConnecƟon and Familiarity with LiƩle Rock AFB

Figure 4. Respondent Industry of Employment
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Map 1. Respondents’ Proximity to LiƩle Rock AFB
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Map 2. Respondents’ Proximity to Camp Robinson
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Map 3. Respondents’ Proximity to the Blackjack Drop Zone
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Figure 5. Respondents’ InformaƟon Pathways Regarding LiƩle Rock AFB

The Ɵes between LiƩle Rock AFB and the community are apparent, as a large porƟon of respondents get most of
their informaƟon about LiƩle Rock AFB from someone who works or trains there (39.8%) (see Figure 5). However, there is sƟll a large porƟon of respondents that receive informaƟon about LiƩle Rock AFB from social media
(40.1%), and especially newspapers, radio, and television (49.8%) (see Figure 5). Regardless of the communicaƟon medium, only 16.4% of respondents said that they don’t receive any updates or informaƟon about LiƩle
Rock AFB (see Figure 5). The vast majority of respondents (77%) characterized communicaƟons between the Air
Force and the community as good (50.2%) or fair (26.8%). However, 13 respondents feel that the communicaƟon
between the Air Force and the community could be improved (see Figure 6). A liƩle less than half of respondents (44.8%) know who to contact at LiƩle Rock AFB if they have a quesƟon or a concern. Many respondents
do not know who to contact, but 77.5% of respondents have never needed to contact LiƩle Rock AFB to inquire
about more informaƟon or express a concern (see Figure 7).
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Figure 7. Percent of Respondents That Have Contacted LiƩle Rock AFB

Figure 6. Respondents’ Opinion on Air Force CommunicaƟon

Little Rock AFB Compatible Use Study
Survey Results

Little Rock AFB Compatible Use Study
Appendix A: Public Survey Results

208
10

Figure 9. Respondents’ Opinions on Quote “The local community must conƟnue to take necessary steps to ensure the Air
Force’s contribuƟons to our economy are sustained and enhanced.”

Figure 8. Respondents’ Opinions on the Air Force’s ContribuƟon to the Regional Economy

The majority of respondents (80.2%) agree that the Air Force’s contribuƟon to the regional economy is very
substanƟal, with only ve respondents classifying the Air Force’s contribuƟon as minimal (see Figure 8). The
majority of respondents (85.5%) also believe that the local community must take the necessary steps to sustain
and enhance the Air Force’s contribuƟons to the local economy (see Figure 9).

PercepƟon of LiƩle Rock AFB in the Community
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Traﬃc delays associated with Li�le Rock AFB, Camp Robinson, and the Blackjack Drop Zone are of less concern
to the community. Over half of respondents (55%) said that they have no concern towards and experience no
impact from traﬃc delays caused by or near Li�le Rock AFB, Camp Robinson, or the Blackjack Drop Zone (see
Figure 11). Of those that did experience a traﬃc delay (60.9%), 24.4% experienced a delay of less than ve minutes. Only three respondents experienced a delay of over 20 minutes (1.1%).

Figure 10. Noise Impacts on Respondents

Noise associated with Li�le Rock AFB, Camp Robinson, and the Blackjack Drop Zone, notably aircra� noise, has
a signicant presence in the region. Aircra� noise from Li�le Rock AFB can be heard at least weekly by 60.2% of
respondents and 47.2% of respondents hear aircra� noise daily. Aircra� noise from Camp Robinson is only heard
weekly by 16 respondents (6%). The Blackjack Drop Zone seems to produce the most minimal noise impacts
with 59.5% of respondents saying they never hear aircra� noise from the training area, and only 12 respondents
(4.6%) saying they hear aircra� noise daily from the training area. Other types of noise are also present, as
16.0% of respondents hear non-aircra� noise at least weekly. Other types of noise noted by respondents include
bombing exercises at Camp Robinson, rearm training, and the Giant Voice system that plays reveille, taps, and
the Na�onal Anthem. However, most respondents either rarely (27.1%) or never (34.2%) hear other types of
noise from Li�le Rock AFB, Camp Robinson, or the Blackjack Drop Zone. Although noise from Li�le Rock AFB,
Camp Robinson, and the Blackjack Drop Zone is present in the community, most respondents either do not nd
the noise disrup�ve (64.8%), or do not experience noise impacts from opera�ons at all (28.5%) (see Figure 10).
However, one respondent nds the noise severely disrup�ve, and two respondents characterize the noise as so
bad they wish they could move (see Figure 10).

Impacts of Li�le Rock AFB in the Community
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Overall, most respondents (77.7%) indicated that Li�le Rock AFB has an impact on their quality of life. A combined (0.8%) of respondents feel the impact is nega�ve (0.4%) or highly nega�ve (0.4%). The overwhelming
majority of respondents feel the impact is posi�ve (36.6%) or highly posi�ve (39.2%) (see Figure 12). Similarly,
98.9% of respondents noted that they are not aware of any issues or nega�ve impacts to the community caused
by Li�le Rock AFB, aircra� opera�ons at Camp Robinson, or the Blackjack Drop Zone opera�ons. Some of the
posi�ve quality of life impacts felt by the respondents include the impacts to the local economy and property
values, and the access to facili�es and medical. Noted nega�ve impacts include traﬃc and parking. Addi�onally,
52.3% of business-owning respondents feel that Li�le Rock AFB has either a posi�ve impact (33.3%) or a highly
posi�ve impact (19.0%) (see Figure 13). Only 7.2% of business-owning respondents feel the impact is nega�ve
(4.8%) or highly nega�ve (2.4%) (see Figure 13). Some of the posi�ve business impacts felt by the respondents
include increased customer inow and client diversity. A noted nega�ve impact was that niche small businesses
have experienced a decrease in customer inow since the opening of installa�on services, like the pharmacy.

Figure 11. Traﬃc Impacts on Respondents
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Figure 13. LiƩle Rock AFB’s Impact on Respondents’ Business

Figure 12. LiƩle Rock AFB’s Impact on Respondents’ Quality of Life
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Figure 14. Respondents’ Level of Concern Regarding Aircra� Opera�ons by Li�le Rock AFB, Camp Robinson, or the Blackjack
Drop Zone

Many respondents also feel that the Air Force oﬀers a sense of added safety and security for nearby communi�es
and families. Most respondents (68.3%) expressed no concern for community safety based on aircra� opera�ons
in approach and departure corridors and low-level ight opera�ons by Li�le Rock AFB, Camp Robinson, or the
Blackjack Drop Zone (see Figure 14). In addi�on, 91.4% of respondents indicated that they never feel unsafe due
to their proximity to Li�le Rock AFB or other local military installa�ons. The overwhelming majority (97.8%) of
respondents expressed no addi�onal concerns caused by Li�le Rock AFB, aircra� opera�ons at Camp Robinson,
or the Blackjack Drop Zone opera�ons.

Safety at Li�le Rock AFB, Camp Robinson, and the Blackjack Drop Zone
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Figure 15. Respondents’ General Comments

At the end of the survey, respondents were given the opportunity to provide general comments, quesƟons, or
other statements regarding the CUS. The comments, provided in full, are shown in the “Survey Results” secƟon.
Of the 270 survey parƟcipants, 52 provided general comments (see Figure 15). The graph below breaks them
down into general categories.
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Response Count
6
4
6
2
1
1
1
1
1
1
1

Other
Ward
AusƟn
Vilonia
Unincorporated Saline County
Camp Robinson
Pulaski/Lonoke County Line
Beebe
Bryant
Romance
Hot Springs
Searcy

16

Response Percent
2.2%
1.5%
2.2%
0.7%
0.4%
0.4%
0.4%
0.4%
0.4%
0.4%
0.4%

Response Count
69
2
7
10
79
0
8
27
2
0
14
19
5
1
25
268
2

Answer OpƟons
Response Percent
Jacksonville
25.7%
Conway
0.7%
LiƩle Rock
2.6%
North LiƩle Rock
3.7%
Cabot
29.5%
Sheridan
0.0%
Lonoke
3.0%
Sherwood
10.1%
Maumelle
0.7%
Mount Vernon
0.0%
Unincorporated White County
5.2%
Unincorporated Pulaski County
7.1%
Unincorporated Lonoke County
1.9%
Unincorporated Faulkner County
0.4%
Other
9.3%
Answered QuesƟon
Skipped QuesƟon

1. Where do you live?

The raw results and responses to each of the thirty ve quesƟons in the survey, as well as all comments provided, are detailed in this secƟon. Please note that the comments have not been edited or altered by Marstel-Day in
any way.

Full Survey Results
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Response Percent
92.6%
7.4%
Answered QuesƟon
Skipped QuesƟon

Response Count
249
20
269
1

215

17

Responses
LRAFB Community Council Member and current President
Work
Commissary
Air show and play golf
Visited shopping area and bowling alley with family member who is in military.
Council meeƟng recreaƟon
Air Shows
Shopping, pharmacy and veterinary services
I am a reƟred USAF Chief, my wife is reƟred TSgt, my oldest daughter is a Major in the 189th and
my middle daughter is the 189th Yelliw Ribbon Coordinator so we have several reasons to go to the
base.
ReƟred from the Air Base as an acƟve duty Air Force.
I’m part of a military ministry at my church so I assist with funcƟons we are helping with at LRAFB,
mainly with the 189th. Also, my son is in the military so we shop there when he is on leave.
Visitor
Worked there AD, veteran, spouse
ReƟred AF.. Use the medical faciliƟes and shop on base
Air show
Bowling 2x a week, commissary, pharmacy visits
Training
I lived there early 1960s and worked there 1974 to 1990.
Current Servicemember
Personal
Shopping
Civilian Adjunct Instructor, reƟred disabled veteran
Flew on the C130 to Wichita KS on a local leaders tour.
I am on the LiƩle Rock Airforce Base Community Council & the North LiƩle Rock Military RelaƟons
CommiƩee
Work meeƟng with for the AFB
My husband was enlisted. We used the commissary and other base resources.

If yes, please describe the general nature of your visit.

Answer OpƟons
Yes
No

2. Have you ever visited LiƩle Rock AFB?
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Guest
I re�red from the USAF at the Li�le Rock AFB. I use the facili�es there o�en
Base clinic, gym, commissary
Military
Work, kids baseball, air show
Base open houses
Commissary, BX, Hobby Shop, gym
Contractor - I layout the Combat Airli�er
Open house, commissary
Exchange & commissary plus pharmacy
Pharmacy , Commissary, Bx, Barber Shop Etc.
Played golf
Shopping at Commisary and Exchange. Get prescrip�ons and rells at pharmacy.
visi�ng friends who live on base; work as contractor
Air show, tour w/neighbor sta�oned @ training facility and register as service connected veteran
allowed to use base facili�es.
Re�red military - visit commissary, tness center, PX, inrmary
work, shopping, banking, medical
Pharmacy, BX, Commissary.
I was sta�oned at LRAFB and remained here a�er re�ring from ac�ve duty.
Pulaski County Sheriﬀ ’s Oﬃce in support of LRAFB
Re�re Air Force
I AM RETIRED MILITARY. I GO TO THE BASE FOR RETIRED AFFAIRS SUCH AS MEDICA, COMMISSARY,
EXCHANGE AND OF COURSE AIR SHOWS.
Wonderful!
I lived there, as a child, when my father was ac�ve duty. I’ve had numerous visits, since, for a myriad of reasons.
With friends
I work there
I work there
Clinic, Commissary, BX
Class Six, commissary, BX
Visited a friend that made rank, also air shows
Private Housing civilian
Golf, family sta�oned there and air shows
ID card and shopping
Lived on base while my husband was ac�ve duty (2012), a�end air show every year
Military Spouse
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I lived on that base for several years in late ‘50’s - Dad was sta�oned there. Later, my Daughter was a
military dependent, so we used the medical facili�es there, too. Went to community center about 10
years ago to discuss teaching a cra� class, but didn’t do it.
college (ASU)
Shooping- husband is re�red military
Bowling and commissary
Air Show, accompanied a family member who is a re�red veteran
Bowling, commissary, BX, LRAFB Pharmacy
Training
Military dependent
Air shows, visi�ng friends, shopping with re�red inlaws, took a class when it was on base and now
teach classes there but the campus has moved outside the gates
To take my parents to pharmacy/BX/commissary
Visited with service member friends and went bowling.
Working with Base Medical Group and Base Fire Department in their missions.
Lived on base ten years, worked on base 30+ years, shop on base.
Use of athle�cs facility, dining, air show
In 1988 when we were sta�oned there, friends/family that have lived on base since then.
work, shopping
air show
Recrea�on
BX, commissary, Air Shows
At one �me I taught classes on base and I have been to various airshows.
I am a military brat. I s�ll go to the base with my parents. In 1988, I lived on base here with my aunt/
uncle when my dad re�red & looked for civilian work
Re�red military dependent frequent visits to class vi ,commissary , and BX
A�emd college accoun�ng course.
I was assigned to LRAFB, as an NCO, at the PMEL lab in Maintenance Squadron. My wife re�red from
USAF and s�ll works at LRAFB in LRS as a civilian
Air show
Various reasons - formerly a member of the USAF
In my current posi�on as the Director of Military Aﬀairs for Arkansas and previously as a member of
the Air Force
air show
I was a child dependent
Re�red Military
most recently for the Air Show
Use BX/Commissary/hospital/Bowling Center/Class Six facili�es
Community Council, touring the base, change of command, re�rements, playing golf, and air shows
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To see the air shows and to visit friends that live on the base.
visit a friend who lived on base
Had access to commissary and hospital unƟl I turned 18 years old
Air Show Events
Taught classes on base
Previously worked on base for civilian contractor
AFCC MeeƟngs, Golf, Air Show
Social interacƟon, business meeƟng
Shop the exchange services
I worked for a company, Applied Land RestoraƟon, who did a stream restoraƟon project in conjuncƟon
with the runway expansion
To aƩend job fairs, give brieng, shopping, and pick up prescripƟons.
As a military reƟree, my family frequently uses many of the faciliƟes of the base - primarily the commissary, base exchange, library, and chapel.
ReƟred from AcƟve Duty at LRAFB
MeeƟngs
Shopping and aƩending LRAFB chapel
I work on the base
Assisted vendor at PX
ReƟred: Pharmacy; Commissary; BX
Visit Friends, Play Golf, Youth Ball Game
Air show
Work there
ReƟred Air Force
Commissary, PX, Class VI & car care, medical, golf before closed
military spouse lived on base shop,pharmacy,club, social at bowling alley
Husband is air force visited his unit
I Went with my daughter to buy her groceries and I went to a reƟrement ceremony.
former dependent, now visits are business related
Work
Lived, worked, and currently work
To go to the commissary, visit friends, etc.
I am community council Member
Fathers were staƟoned there
reƟred AF-BX, commisary, MWR
Chapel, Fitness Center, Community Support Center, BX, Commissary & ShoppeƩe
Commissary, BX, ShoppeƩe, personnel, chapel
AF civilian employee.
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I’m reƟred milirary and use the commissary, Exchange, and other services.
Work on base.
Several Ɵmes to air shows
Air show and tours
I lived on Base from 1974-1979 when my husband was on acƟve duty. Since his discharge, we have
aƩended various events open to the public.
Open house
I was a civilian employee there for 33 years in the CES squadron, (except for four years at Kadena AFB
Okinawa). Also I am reƟred from the army reserve so we visit the commissary, BX and hospital.
Community council member
Shopping. ReƟred AF Reserve
Have lunch with friends
LRABF Community Council member
My dad was reƟred air force and I was a dependent. Used to go on base all the Ɵme unƟl I aged out.
Have been several Ɵmes since then for events and the air show and shopping with military family
members
Airshow, Guest of friends
Visit a friend that lives on base
With my parents or my sister, to get Ɵckets for Disney.
Air Show
To play BUNCO
I am a dependent wife. I am always there. My husband is Ret USAF
AƩended Air Shows with my family.
Employee
Air show
Delivered owers from Double R Florist
air show
shopping and ID
using faciliƟes as a reƟree
Air show
To shop and see the airshows
Civil Air Patrol C-130 OrientaƟon Flight
Car shows , open house
ReƟred military, commissary BX, CBPO etc
Dependent
Worked for the Summer Youth Program on Base for 3 years.
Shopping

Little Rock AFB Compatible Use Study
Survey Results

Little Rock AFB Compatible Use Study
Appendix A: Public Survey Results

220

22

My brother-in-law took me out on a tour a year ago, *much* has changed!
Air show, commasary
Air show
Use to shop there with my parents.
Various Ɵmes. Birthday party, baby siƫng job, friend took me to the pool.
Visit friends
Member of the Community Council and other City business
special events, air show, open house
BX/Commissary and Class VI store.
Air Show
As a veteran, I use LRAFB for shopping, library services, and recreaƟon.
VisiƟng family on base
Use my privileges as a reƟred member
We lived there for several years. I now volunteer at the base thriŌ shop.
Going to the store and looking around
Air Force dependent
Boy Scout camping/BX visits
ReƟred military
We are reƟred military. Buy groceries, shop BX, have used the Base hospital.
We are reƟred military. Buy groceries, shop BX, have used the Base hospital.
I work on the base
Air Show as a child
I use the shoppeƩe.
Airshows. Brother’s ceremony.
Work
BX
VisiƟng a friend
9/11 memorial service, various events while on the Jacksonville Chamber of commerce, re works
show, Air Shows!, eat out with an acƟve duty airman.
“Thunder over the Rock” airshows, and also water system related work.
Pharmacy
USAF dependent
Open house
Military reƟree. We use the base almost daily for something. Clinic, chapel, commissary, BX. Please
consider bringing the golf course back. Thank you.
Commisary

When my dad was acƟve duty, we spent a lot of Ɵme on base, theater, bowling, box, commissary,
golf,etc.
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Used to take my Grandmother to the PX.
Worked at Arnold Dr School
As a re�ree I use many areas of the base, Exchange, Commisary.Library, Post Oﬃce, Gym, and Gas
Sta�on/Package Store
Grocery, BX, auto
Use base facili�es, military family member
Base Exchange and Commsary
Visit friends, go to the air show.
Medical group and commmissary
Re�red military and formerly government contract employee
Air show, cultural events
Shopping and medical supplies
Re�red USN using as many of the services as I can. Primarily med, commissary and Exchange.
I’ve been to the air shows
I went to the air show last year.
shopping at the commissary and BX
Air show 2016
Re�red Air Force use base o�en
Working for AR Dept Human services as case manager.
Air show
Community events or with my parents, my dad is re�red military.
I lived on the base in the mid 70’s and again in the 80’s. I volunteer at the Thri� Shop now.
BX, Class Six, Medical
I lived on Li�le Rock AFB from March 1984 to Nov. 1985.
base pharmacy and commisary
Use recrea�on supply, trailer storage, pharmacy, BX and commissary
I have visited friends on the base and a�ended mul�ple air shows.
Re�red veteren
business working on fuel dispensers
Commissary and BX shopping
As an Air Force family, ac�ve duty and now re�red I visit for the commisary, be and other privileges as
well as visi�ng friends who reside in base.
Re�rement benits and business.
None
Open House
Airshow
I went for chapel services
Exercising my re�ree privileges
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Answer OpƟons
Response Percent
Directly from someone who works
39.8%
or trains there
From friends who know people who
29.4%
work or train there
Other forms of community discus33.8%
sion and conversaƟons
Newspapers, radio, television
49.8%
Social media (Facebook, email, etc.)
40.1%
I don’t receive updates/informaƟon
16.4%
about LiƩle Rock AFB
Answered QuesƟon
Skipped QuesƟon

269
1

134
108
44

91

79

Response Count
107

3. Where do you get your informaƟon about LiƩle Rock AFB? [You may choose more than one]

Military spouse visiƟng the commissary 25 years ago
I actually worked at the Base for abour 5 years. But also aƩended welcome back party for my son in
law aŌer he returned from a deployment at tge base lake.
To see the air shows
ReƟred from there 1981, shop etc.
I aƩended SIU at Carbondale when it was on base. I took my children to the air shows.
ReƟred military
Tour of Simulator by LRAFB employee
Lived on LR AFB in base housing.
Lived on LR AFB in base housing.
Visit friend living on base.
Medical.
ReƟred military spouse- medical and commissary
Commissary and BX and Express
Gym, commissary, BX
Commissary
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Response Percent
50.2%
26.8%
4.8%
11.2%
7.1%
Answered Ques�on
Skipped Ques�on

Response Count
135
72
13
30
19
269
1
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Response Percent
22.5%
77.5%
Answered Ques�on
Skipped Ques�on

Response Count
60
207
267
3

25

Responses
To see how/if they promoted housing markets throughout the nearby area to new families moving to
LRAFB.
About current aﬀairs going on the base
Air show and front gate informa�on
The last �me was ques�ons concerning TRICARE at the new Cabot Emergency Hospital.
Current loca�on for f various things on base.
To speak with CPBO
N/A
Filed an online sugges�on on how to improve the bowling Center
Mutual aid.
Working with our local planning commi�ee on a mutual aid agreement for disaster drop zones.
N/A
Birds in ight pa�ern
I worked there.
to get informa�on on the protected birds roos�ng on the roof
Safety concern at FamCamp
Regarding pass.for caregiver; renew I d.

If yes, please describe the nature of why you contacted LiƩle Rock AFB.

Answer OpƟons
Yes
No

5. Have you ever contacted LiƩle Rock AFB about informaƟon or a concern?

Answer OpƟons
Good
Fair
Poor
Unsure
No Opinion

4. How would you characterize the way that the Air Force communicates with the community to share
informaƟon, build partnerships, and/or respond to quesƟons or comments?
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I contact the appropriate agency directly.
N/A
Why things are not keep up as it was
Discount �ckets
Medical
WE have numerous community events, asking for volunteers. Many, who work on LRAFB, live in Cabot
To no�fy base about a grass re we (re department) were responding to at the Blackjack Dropzone
Awards prepara�on
ac�vi�es at LRAFB, direc�ons, rules of federal military property, etc.
Veteran service info
EOD response, Surplus Property, K9 ac�vi�es
Pharmacy hours
Called the base directly for informa�on.
problem at front gate base closure due to weather ac�vi�es going on
various reasons
Informa�on
It was for AFB informa�on related to open/close �mes, �cket sales, etc.
Lost I’d cards for sr. Family members re�red
To protest the golf course closure
Outdoor recrea�onal equipment rental
Info about Air Shows or use of the Exchange.
Just talking to old friends who s�ll work there. Calling the public aﬀairs oﬃcer, maybe once every 10
years.
JLUS
Deers, ID
Closing of the base golf course
Survivor benets
Working with the Base on City Programs
My son is Army and was trying to get info for him as to see if he shop on the base
To learn where to go to renew our ID cards.
Construc�on, gate entry, events!
Boy Scout camping
Sought info regarding re�ree issues, renewed id cards,
Sought info regarding re�ree issues, renewed id cards,
To get hours of opera�ons.
Dona�ons to the First Sergeants fund. I am a Vietnam era veteran and inquired about living on the air
base. No one ever called me back
C130 ying low over my past
If I have a ques�on I try to contact the area I have a ques�on about. Some�mes it’s hard to reach, but
understandable since I may not have a need to know.
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Response Percent
47.2%
13.0%
21.9%
13.8%
4.1%
Answered Ques�on
Skipped Ques�on

Response Count
127
35
52
37
11
269
1

Answer OpƟons
Daily
Weekly
Some�mes
Rarely
Never

27

Response Percent
3.0%
6.0%
37.7%
32.5%
20.9%
Answered Ques�on
Skipped Ques�on

Response Count
8
16
101
87
56
268
2

7. How oŌen do you hear aircraŌ noise associated with Camp Robinson from your residence or workplace?

Answer OpƟons
Daily
Weekly
Some�mes
Rarely
Never

6. How oŌen do you hear aircraŌ noise associated with LiƩle Rock AFB from your residence or workplace?

Na
To conrm hours of opera�on of various facili�es
Trying to discover new services and benets on base for re�rees.
informa�on on housing
N/A
Requested tribute for WR II veteran
Was trying to locate some military coins
Contacted them over the ag on Vandenburg not being at half staﬀ.
hours of opera�on
Ques�oned the closure of the base gold course.
None
Issue with the perimeter fence
About their educa�on program and how a civilian could enroll.
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Response Percent
4.6%
3.1%
14.3%
18.5%
59.5%
Answered Ques�on
Skipped Ques�on

Response Count
12
8
37
48
154
259
11
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Response Percent
10.8%
5.2%
22.7%
27.1%
34.2%
Answered Ques�on
Skipped Ques�on

Response Count
29
14
61
73
92
269
1
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Responses
N/A, Mostly Commercial Air Traﬃc on approach at LIT
Air plane noise is a great sound I feel safe because of it
None
None to speak of
Just the C130’s ying overhead - it doesn’t bother me though. I appreciate them!
N/A
The aircra� noise does not bother me. They y over my house daily and I always look up I love watching
them. I am also glad our aircra� here are not jets as that would be very loud.
Fixed wing aircra�
None
N/A
I just hear and see the planes but they do not make a lot of noise. Also, they make me feel safe that
someone is watching our airspace.

Please describe any other kinds of noise related to Air Force training areas.

Answer OpƟons
Daily
Weekly
Some�mes
Rarely
Never

9. How o�en do you hear other kinds of noise (traﬃc, rearms shoo�ng range, engine run ups, etc.)
related to Air Force training areas from your residence or workplace?

Answer OpƟons
Daily
Weekly
Some�mes
Rarely
Never

8. How o�en do you hear aircra� noise associated with the Blackjack Drop Zone from your residence or
workplace?
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None
None
War game when they have them
Explosions
None
Engine approach for landing
None
None
none
Rare jet noise.
MOST NOISE IN MY AREA IS FROM WEEKEND DRILLS AT CAMP ROBINSON OR FROM CIVILIAN AIRCRAFT.
THE ONLY TIME ANY NOISE FROM THE AIRBASE IS NOTICEABLE BY ME IS DURING AIR SHOWS WHICH I
FREQUENTLY ENJOYING WATCHING.
I work on base, so everything
Weather warnings, and NaƟonal Anthem at 5
Firearms and engine run ups
Firing, sonic booms
Mortar
The planes y directly over our house in their regular ight paƩern but we don’t hear them. May have
just goƩen use to the sounds.
N/A
the loud speaker in morning an evenings
Camp Robinson training - booms & machine gun re
I hear booms regularly, I’ve always been told they are from training, but I’m not certain that’s true. The
base C130s y directly over my house daily.
None
None
SomeƟmes hear noise from gun range
load speaker during stormy weather , revely and stand down
Normal base noise
Distance to the air base is such that no noise whatsoever from the base is encountered.
AircraŌ y over my house to and from Blackjack DZ
shooƟng range, big voice, Taps & Reveille
Either way, it doesn’t bother me or my family. We totally support our military.
None noƟced love the sounds of aircraŌ overhead
Bombing not sure by C130 or ground depending on the day and Ɵme
Reveille and Taps
None
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None
Last �me i heard noise was for prac�ce for an air show
Sounds like bombs going oﬀ some�mes.
C130’s
None that I no�ce .
None
Fighter/Bombers passing through for refueling
Our house is directly in the ight paths, but our son is a colonel at Whiteman and we appreciate your
dedicated service.
Rarely, if any.
None!
Honestly, I don’t know because it becomes so second nature you ignore it. The wildlife don’t seem to be
aﬀected.
All noises are like music to my ears. I love hearing the C-130s even when they are ying lower and at
night. I o�en go outside to see them. It is pleasurable to see them while I am out walking.
No problem
I live under the local tarﬃc pa�ern, however I don’t see it as a problem as I was air crew on the C-130’s
for 5 years here and was part of the problem myself. I even enjoy the sound as the birds pass over my
home.
Reveille and retreat, love them
engine maintenance runs, take oﬀ of high performance transit aircra� andplus aircra� in local traﬃc plan
Camp Robensons big booms. Shake my windows.
The loud speaker on the ight line...lightening within so many miles, clear the ight line...also music at
certain �mes
There are �mes when my windows vibrate and ra�le due to the low ying airplanes
none
Training mission yover’s
Airplane noises and occasional bombs
Aircra� ying directly over my house all the �me day and night.
I can hear the C-130 take-oﬀ and landings as well as other military aircra� when they use the Li�le Rock
AFB airstrip. I can hear the “buzzing” of the C-130 engines when overnight training exercises or missions
are conducted.
I can hear the C-130 take-oﬀ and landings as well as other military aircra� when they use the Li�le Rock
AFB airstrip. I can hear the “buzzing” of the C-130 engines when overnight training exercises or missions
are conducted.
Bombs and such from on base training.
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267
3

15
1
2

173

Response Count
76

229

Response Count
8
34
79
148
269
1
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Answer OpƟons
Response Percent
Daily
4.5%
At least once a week
8.2%
Occasionally
46.5%
I’ve never no�ced traﬃc delays
40.9%
caused by the installa�on
Answered Ques�on
Skipped Ques�on

269
1

Response Count
12
22
125
110

12. How o�en do you experience traﬃc delays caused by or near Li�le Rock AFB, Camp Robinson, or the
Blackjack Drop Zone?

Answer OpƟons
Response Percent
Major concern or impact
3.0%
Moderate concern or impact
12.6%
Minor concern or impact
29.4%
No concern or impact
55.0%
Answered Ques�on
Skipped Ques�on

11. What is your level of concern or impact due to traﬃc delays caused by or near Li�le Rock AFB, Camp
Robinson, or the Blackjack Drop Zone?

Answer OpƟons
Response Percent
I don’t experience any noise impacts
28.5%
from Li�le Rock AFB, Camp Robinson, or the Blackjack Drop Zone
I no�ce the noise, but it is not dis65.0%
rup�ve
Noise is mildly disrup�ve
5.6%
Noise is severely disrup�ve
0.4%
Noise is so disrup�ve I wish I could
0.7%
move
Answered Ques�on
Skipped Ques�on

10. How would you characterize the current noise impacts associated with Li�le Rock AFB, aircra� opera�ons at Camp Robinson, or Blackjack Drop Zone opera�ons?
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4

Response Count
65
67
27
3
104

230

Response Count
3
12
70
183
268
2

Answer OpƟons
O�en
Some�mes
Never

32

Response Percent
0.7%
7.8%
91.4%
Answered Ques�on
Skipped Ques�on

Response Count
2
21
246
269
1

15. Do you ever feel unsafe due to your proximity to Li�le Rock AFB or other local military installa�ons?

Answer OpƟons
Response Percent
Major concern or impact
1.1%
Moderate concern or impact
4.5%
Minor concern or impact
26.1%
No concern or impact
68.3%
Answered Ques�on
Skipped Ques�on

14. What is your level of concern for community safety based on aircra� opera�ons in approach and
departure corridors and low-level ight opera�ons by Li�le Rock AFB, Camp Robinson, or the Blackjack
Drop Zone?

Answer OpƟons
Response Percent
Less than 5 minute delay
24.4%
5-10 minute delay
25.2%
10-20 minute delay
10.2%
More than a 20 minute delay
1.1%
I’ve never no�ced traﬃc delays
39.1%
caused by the installa�on
Answered Ques�on
Skipped Ques�on

13. When you experience a traﬃc delay near a military installa�on, how much addi�onal �me does it
normally take you for your travel?
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Response Percent
2.2%
97.8%
Answered Ques�on
Skipped Ques�on

Response Count
6
263
269
1

231
Answer OpƟons
Yes
No

33

Response Percent
44.8%
55.2%
Answered Ques�on
Skipped Ques�on

Response Count
120
148
268
2

17. If you needed to contact Li�le Rock AFB to ask for informa�on or express concerns with base ac�vi�es, would you know what oﬃce or person to reach out to?

Answer OpƟons
The noise of the aircra� is the sound of freedom
N/A
I have thought about what would happen if a plane crashed in our area or neighborhood. How the evacua�on process works and ge�ng in and out of our area. I thought that they would just tell us IF it happens. But is something to think about.
The base is very important to the area’s existence.
They’re not major concerns, but I do nd ar�llery training at Camp Robinson annoying; and when the
C-130s sound like they’re going to land on my house.
N/A
I am a3rd year volunteer re ghter at the Floyd Romance re district and the Blackjack Dropzone is en�rely in our district. I am concerned for our volunteers in the event of ight accident in our district due to
lack of funding for this type of training as well as the right equipment for this area
We normally leave town the weekend of the yearly air show. We get enough daily noise from planes
warming up, taking oﬀ, landing, y overs, etc., that we appreciate the general public interest and their
enthusiasm, however, my family is not enthusias�c about the show a�er 25+ years living underneath the
LRAFB ight line zone. That said, I can’t thank our military enough for all they do. Your service is much
appreciated.
None

If yes, please explain.

Answer OpƟons
Yes
No

16. Do you have any addi�onal concern caused by Li�le Rock AFB, aircra� opera�ons at Camp Robinson, or the Blackjack Drop Zone opera�ons?
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Response Percent
3.3%
3.9%
2.2%
0.2%
0.2%

Response Percent
10.4%
41.8%
44.0%
61.6%
7.5%
9.8%
Answered Ques�on
Skipped Ques�on
Response Count
16
19
11
1
1

Response Count
28
112
118
165
20
48
268
2

Response Percent
1.1%
98.9%
Answered Ques�on
Skipped Ques�on

Response Count
3
263
266
4

34

Answer OpƟons
N/A
N/A
ive always wondered why around li�le rock a� there has been more meth use then anywhere else in the
us since the 80s
Noise & smoke from Camp Robinson. It’s my understanding that people in other parts of Sherwood are
aﬀected by traﬃc related to the Air Force base
Home values due to turnovers in neighborhood
None

If yes, please explain.

Answer OpƟons
Yes
No

19. Are you aware of any issues or negaƟve impacts to the community caused by LiƩle Rock AFB, aircraŌ operaƟons at Camp Robinson, or the Blackjack Drop Zone operaƟons?

Other
Text
Email
Newspaper
LRAFB Base AP
An app

Answer OpƟons
Brochure
Television/Radio
Li�le Rock AFB Website
Social Media
Phone Call
Other

18. If you had your preference, how would you like to receive informaƟon from LiƩle Rock AFB? [You
may choose more than one.]
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Response Percent
1.1%
98.9%
Answered QuesƟon
Skipped QuesƟon

Response Count
3
265
268
2
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Response Percent
80.2%
12.7%
3.4%
1.9%
1.9%
Answered QuesƟon
Skipped QuesƟon

Response Count
215
34
9
5
5
268
2

Answer OpƟons
Strongly Support
Somewhat Support
No Opinion
Do Not Support

35

Response Percent
85.5%
7.4%
6.3%
0.7%
Answered QuesƟon
Skipped QuesƟon

Response Count
230
20
17
2
269
1

22. How strongly do you support this statement: “The local community must con�nue to take necessary
steps to ensure the Air Force’s contribu�ons to our economy are sustained and enhanced”?

Answer OpƟons
Very SubstanƟal
SubstanƟal
Moderate
Minimal
Unsure

21. How substan�al do you think the Air Force’s contribu�on to the regional economy is?

Answer OpƟons
The Local School Systems, it is being worked on but there is sƟll a percepƟon issue.
People building next to military bases and then complaining about noise and rumblings of windows.
N/A
N/A
Light noise at the leading edge of the DZ that limits the uƟlity of Night Vision Goggles on a run-in to the
DZ
None

If yes, please explain.

Answer OpƟons
Yes
No

20. Are you aware of any issues or nega�ve impacts to Li�le Rock AFB, aircra� opera�ons at Camp Robinson, or the Blackjack Drop Zone opera�ons caused by oﬀ-base community ac�vi�es?
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Response Percent
1.1%

Response Percent
39.2%
36.6%
0.4%
0.4%
22.3%
1.1%
Answered Ques�on
Skipped Ques�on
Response Count
3

Response Count
104
97
1
1
59
3
265
5
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Answer OpƟons
Ability to rent outdoor equipment, employment opportunity, general increase in local pedigree
Check on my Tricare insurance
It provides civilian jobs which in turn generates tax revenue for the local communi�es who use that money for parks, roads, municipal services, etc.
Lots of income and quality of people associated with the military.
Brings jobs to the economy and that is good for everyone that lives in central Arkansas
We have a posi�ve nancial impact by being able to shop tax free, receive our prescrip�ons for free and
receive low cost rou�ne veterinary care. As seniors on a xed income this is a tremendous saving.
The bases economic impact in the central Arkansas region is such that without the revenues generated,
the jobs and services provided, and the family par�cipa�on in our CBO’S, schools, etc., ci�es like Cabot
would not have the revenues to provide even the most basic necessi�es nor would we have the popula�on to employ alterna�ve means. Professionals would leave for greener pastures and privately owned
businesses, if they remained, would not be able to survive or sustain a city economy.
Over 40% of base employees live in Csbot, and a great percentage of our ci�zens are associated with military and depend to some extent on the base.
Cabot School District would lose many of its students, and the revenues to sustain quality educa�on. The
CTD Program would suﬀer greatly, and business partners in educa�on would seek richer places to invest
meaning not on would the educa�on system here suﬀer but poten�al and exis�ng jobs would disappear.
Bo�om line, Cabot is a thriving city, the 19th largest city in Arkansas, and the major economic generator
in Lonoke County, as well as a major economic player between Li�le Rock and Searcy. Cabot would dry
up, current residents would relocate, and Cabot would soon be a bankrupt city.
I enjoy coming to the base r various things.
This base is where my spouse works and where I worked for 9 1/2 years. It hold many jobs for our community and the community alliances are amazing support for our military members and community as a
whole!

Please describe any posiƟve, negaƟve, or other LiƩle Rock AFB impacts on your quality of life.

Other
Minimal Impact

Answer OpƟons
Highly Posi�ve Impact
Posi�ve Impact
Nega�ve Impact
Highly Nega�ve Impact
No Impact at All
Other

23. Does LiƩle Rock AFB have an impact on your quality of life?
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As a re�red military family I use the pharmacy and commissary regularly and bowl 2x a week at the bowling center. We chose to re�re here because of the LRAFB and its facili�es. It is disappoin�ng that the golf
course has shut down even though we dont golf and the bowling center doesn’t have more to oﬀer our
young airman sta�oned here since the Thomas Rec center is gone.
I’m an Air Force brat. I love living near a base.
As a �tle 10 Servicemember there are resources available at LRAFB that aren’t available elsewhere nearby. Posi�ve impact on local economy
Without the base, the economy would suﬀer.
Increases the popula�on with Airmen/women moving in and out of the area. We have diﬀerent cultures
that we encounter in our schools. They eat are our restaurants and visit local a�rac�ons. They are our
neighbors, family and overall rst line of security for our area.
I’m a Realtor, so it’s a constant turnover in property around the Base area communi�es.
I own Marshall Road Pharmacy and due to Express Scripts forcing recipients to mail out their prescrip�ons
I have lost approximately 50% of my total business. I am sure the other local pharmacies have had this
very nega�ve impact also.
In addi�on to strong nancial support in the community, the base is the rock of stability for the surrounding community. It imparts a sense of safety for us all.
Posi�ve/commissary convenient
The area we live in works harder to make improvements to appeal to Airmen and their families as they
move here which in turn trickles down to a higher quality community for all.
The base brings jobs and a lot of money to the community. If the base closed down it would have a nega�ve impact on the local community’s. The base needs to expand.
As a USAF re�ree, the base provides many benets & my wife & I use & appreciate those benets.
families sta�oned at LRAFB live in the Lonoke community, and we are glad to welcome them
We are a military community. As a veteran I do everything I can to support veterans (ac�ve & re�red) and
our local base fscili�es.
I’m re�red military. I get a lot of support from the base agencies. such as commissary, AAFES, base clinic
pharmacy and so on.
The LRAFB is a vital part of the Jacksonville, and regional community.
use Pharmacy,commissary bowling alley
THE AIR BASE IS CRITICAL TO THE LOCAL ECONOMY AND TO ME PERSONALLY ASI AM RETIRED NAVY.
AIRMEN ARE MEMBERS OF LOCAL COMMUNITY GROUPS. THEY PROVIDE A POSITIVE IMPACT BY THEIR
SERVICE TO THE COMMUNITY IN MANY OFF DUTY ACTIVITIES SUCH AS LIONS CLUBS, ROTARY, LITTLE
LEAGUE, CLEAN UP CAMPAIGNS. I FEEL THE BASE ITSELF AND IT’S PERSONNEL ARE CRITICAL TO OUR
COMMUNITIES WELL BEING AND STABILITY.
Posi�ve because of the contribu�ons the base personnel have on this community
Patrio�sm enhanced. Commissary access.
I wish the communi�es around the base would be more mindful of the base . Signs on the high way one
says Air Force have exit. The other sign has vandenburg Blvd . Be proud. Li�le Rock Air Force Base Exit. I
also think the base should work with Cabot an Jacksonville to x the intersec�ons to allow be�er traﬃc at
John harden dr an TP Wright
We have son in the airforce and navy, so we are a strong military family. We love living close to the airforce base. I love seeing and hearing the planes daily
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It gives me a sense of pride and safety to see so many military people in my community on a daily basis
and to be able to interact with them.
My husband works there, so LRAFB is very impacƞul!
I know many service people - some in my neighborhood. I enjoy the air shows, and of course, the economic boost they give to the communiƟes....
We love going to LR AFB for family acƟviƟes, shopping etc. We feel safe there at all Ɵmes.
SocializaƟon thru bowling. PrescripƟons at pharmacy. Use of commissary.
The use of Commissary and especially the LRAFB Pharmacy is posiƟve impact
Military spouse. The base makes the area thrive
New friendships for adults and children, essenƟal to our community nancially, I enjoy teaching there
It is close and convenient to take my parents for med rells/need ID cards. Many of my neighbors work on
base which keeps my property value up.
The LRAFB is a large driver of our local economy. This is common knowledge. Removing the LRAFB would
be devastaƟng for Jacksonville, but also for neighboring communiƟes such as Sherwood and Cabot. Service members frequent my place of work and their families are ingrained in our social circles.
I work for the City Fire Department and know that part of my salary depends on how many people live
and buy here in the City. Very posiƟve and upbeat about the base and show support anyƟme I can.
PharmaceuƟcal and shopping benets are fantasƟc!
Not aware of any direct impact
they took my familys land for the aĩ i just wonder how life would be had my great great grands been able
to stay where they chose to begin with
The money put into the community allows for local business to thrive. Without them I would have to
leave the community for about everything.
I enjoy living near a base.
Cultural diversity a posiƟve. Economic strength in surrrounding communiƟes due to high volume military
personnel and families
LRAFB doesn’t impact my quality of life at all.
I am employed by the City of Jacksonville; my son is a Federal employee on LRAFB
ReƟred Air Force and use faciliƟes
creates job, posiƟve business impact to central Arkansas, brings an excellent group people to central
Arkansas, aƩracts are large group of military reƟres to area, and creates a posiƟve naƟonal notoriety for
central Arkansas
security as a military base , keeping the populaƟon up in our community , keeping revenue coming in the
community.
Servicemen/AF Employees bring business to my company.
Great asset to the community
It is where I shop for my family and where I get prescripƟons and I feel part of the community.
The air base provides military reƟree benets not otherwise available in the civilian community.
My place of employment.
Helps tax base
We are USAF
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The base adds populaƟon and commerce to our community
Medical pharmacy, PX, Commissary
a widow lot of social life with friends bowling, club, church also shopping and pharmacy
I’m blessed to be near to our men & women that serve! It gives me a chance to put a face with prayers I
send up for our service men & women.
We are a family that is extremely proud of our air base..our fathers served there.
Impact has been posiƟve for the past 37 yrs since I served and have been a reƟred spouse
i’m reƟred military and visit the air base at lease four to ve Ɵmes a week for shopping and other business.
Strong economic impact in area, commissary, AAFES, pharmacy, recreaƟon faciliƟes (too bad the golf
course closed).
I’m reƟred USAF from LRAFB and now have a contractor job on the airbase.
The LRAFB is very important to all our communiƟes
Major posiƟve impact on the economy of my town. I enjoy seeing the many people from other places,
especially the young airmmen.
Quality people raising their families.
LRAFB is the best thing that ever happened to Arkansas, Pulaski county, LiƩle Rock, Jacksonville and
Cabot. Otherwise Arkansas would only be famous for the Central High School desegregaƟon crises. (I
grew up in Dardanelle Arkansas.)
BeƩer schools in Cabot, beƩer restaurants/retail
The airbase made Jacksonville what it is today.
Love the airshow, hate the parking
I work in jacksonville, i feel safer when I see military personnel around the city when i’m out and about
I’m a military brat and dependent wife. My husband and I both grew up on many military bases around
the world, including LRAFB. It’s where we met as kids! Our fathers both reƟred here and my mother is sƟll
civil service at CES. The value of a military insƟllaƟon to the community can’t be measured unƟl it is gone.
It would be very scary to think what would happen to this area without LRAFB. It is extremely vital to the
veterans and civil servants as well.
I’m a small business owner and have customers that work on these faciliƟes.
I enjoy shopping on base
Always good to see the men out with the public.
PosiƟve monetary impact to our city .
I have lived less than a mile from the front gate since 1958. I was three years old. My dad reƟred at
LRAFB in 1961 then worked in civil engineering there. I love the noise of the planes, the NaƟonal Anthem,
the ight line announcements, lightening warnings! They are comforƟng to me. I love LRAFB and my
country!
First. The friends it brings into my life and then there’s the horse pasture across the road. Its beauƟful to
see the horses graze and play. Makes it feel like I’m living in the country. I love hearing the planes, which
reminds me of our freedoms.
I feel safer with them nearby.
The LRAFB is a 1.2 Billion economic engine for our area and the economic environment impacts all our
communiƟes in a posiƟve manner
benecial to local business and economy, enhances local opportuniƟes, shopping, and services
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As a military veteran, I wholeheartedly support the US military bases and installa�ons in all of our American communi�es! Never must we go through another BRAC!
All day I her the sounds of Freedom!
Great installa�on with good people. Enjoy my visits.
I enjoy the diversity of folks from many areas of the country and world. I am a highly educated Arkansan
na�ve and enjoy the interac�on.
The training ensures the na�ons safety
LRAFB brings a sense of safety to our area. The inux of new and interes�ng people is a denite plus.
LRAFB has a great economic impact on our area.
Base Pharmacy
Makes me happy and proud to be around service members, like seeing them in uniform when in public. If
the air base ever needs any help, if I could, I would be there for them.
Base shopping and pharmacy
The Air Force is in our blood.
We value the opportunity to shop at the Commisary and BX. The Base is such a posi�ve inuence in Jacksonville in ways that are diﬃcult to ar�culate! We have many friends who are ac�ve duty and re�red from
LRAFB. They contribute in many areas of our community!
I feel the base brings not only a posi�ve impact on local economy but gives us the opportunity to meet
people of other cultures.
I rely on many things as listed in the areas of the base I use through out the week. It would greatly eﬀect
my quality of life if I were to loose them.
Knowing that we feel safer with the base nearby
Addi�on of disciplined, well-trained individuals to community is highly posi�ve.
I feel safer with base being here! I use base facilitys
Their support for Jacksonville, Pulaski County, and all of Central Arkansas is very benecial with the jobs
the contribute, and the safety they provide.
Former employment and re�rement services
Their presence here helps Jacksonvilles economy. And adds to the feeling of well being and safety of our
country.
I am able to obtain my prescrip�ons on base free of charge
I am a USN re�ree which benets greatly by having access to the LRAFB facili�es. I prefer the AF facili�es
over the civilian facili�es.
Jacksonville would be nothing without the support of the AFB. The only thing that would be here if the
base wasn’t here, would be Wal-Mart. Thanks so much for hanging in here.
being able to shop there for groceries and necessi�es
Many friends working there
I’m proud to live beside the LRAFB. I love watching the diﬀerent planes.
Use the base pharmacy for all medica�ons. Do all grocery shopping at the Commissary and purchase
misc. items at the BX. Use the Storage area to store my RV in a safe environment.
I s�ll feel part of the air force family.
My father works on the base, re�red MSGT
As a military dependent the base provides many services/opportuni�es that are available only there.
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Answer OpƟons
Yes
No

41

Response Percent
26.6%
73.4%
Answered Ques�on
Skipped Ques�on

Response Count
71
196
267
3

24. Are you aware of the land use regulaƟons (e.g., zoning overlay district) at local jurisdicƟons that
encourage compaƟble development near LiƩle Rock AFB, Camp Robinson, or the Blackjack Drop Zone?

Re�rement benifets, No nega�ve benifets
Occasionally I have to pause ne�lix while the planes go by
LRAFB is vital to the economy of central Arkansas and especially Jacksonville and having the Base personnel here is a posi�ve impact on our society.
I appreciate the heada up when special training or Nurns involving LRAFB or Camp Robinson very much. I
feel secure!
Convenient for shopping ,legal ma�ers etc.
The posi�ve eﬀect is economic and educa�onal from all the various Air Force personnel in our community.
The residen�al inux of people living in Argenta from the LRAFB is very important. I also think that the
LRAFB needs to do more to get its personnel to consider living in the downtown LR-NLR area as the urban
experience and ameni�es provided for downtown has given the AF personnel living here a much more
posi�ve experience during their �me at the AFB.
The Air Force community looks out for each other like family. The newly sta�oned service members
contribute to the community by joining youth centers, churches, community centers, contribute to the
growth of the regional area.
The Air Force community looks out for each other like family. The newly sta�oned service members
contribute to the community by joining youth centers, churches, community centers, contribute to the
growth of the regional area.
They rent/own nice houses and help keep my property value up.
My only nega�ve concern is that none or not many military families live and shop in Jacksonville. For
many years now they have been moving to other nearby towns.
I feel safer living so close to the base.

Little Rock AFB Compatible Use Study
Survey Results

Little Rock AFB Compatible Use Study
Appendix A: Public Survey Results

240

42

Response Count
9
3
5

Response Percent
2.5%
0.8%
1.4%

Other
UƟliƟes
Stay at Home Mom
Real Estate

108
34

22

24

19

12
12
2
1
15

267
3

Response Count
23
58
14
16

Response Count
205
21
12
11
20
0
267
3

Answer OpƟons
Response Percent
Department of Defense
6.4%
Federal, State, or Local Government
16.1%
AccounƟng or Finance
5.3%
AdministraƟve, Public RelaƟons, or
6.0%
Human Resources
Engineering, IT, or Programming
4.5%
Local Schools or EducaƟonal Fields
4.5%
Agriculture or a Related Field
0.8%
Science or Environmental
0.4%
Industry, Manufacturing, Construc4.2%
Ɵon, or Related Trades
Sales, Hospitality, Customer Service,
5.3%
Food and Beverage, or Retail
Healthcare, Medical, or Related
9.1%
Field
Self-employed or Independent
8.3%
Consultant
ReƟred
30.0%
Other
9.4%
Answered QuesƟon
Skipped QuesƟon

26. In what industry are you employed? [Choose ALL that apply]

Answer OpƟons
Response Percent
More than 20 years
76.2%
Between 15 and 20 years
7.8%
Between 10 and 14 years
4.5%
Between 5 and 9 years
4.1%
Less than 5 years
7.4%
I do not live in Central Arkansas
0.0%
Answered QuesƟon
Skipped QuesƟon

25. How long have you lived in Central Arkansas?
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0.6%
0.8%
0.3%
0.3%
0.3%
0.3%

Response Percent
12.4%
87.6%
Answered QuesƟon
Skipped QuesƟon
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Answer OpƟons
Highly PosiƟve Impact
PosiƟve Impact
NegaƟve Impact
Highly NegaƟve Impact
No Impact at All
Other

43

Response Percent
18.6%
32.6%
2.3%
2.3%
37.2%
7.0%
Answered QuesƟon
Skipped QuesƟon

29. Does LiƩle Rock AFB have an impact on your business?

Answer OpƟons
Response Percent
More than 20 years
42.9%
Between 15 and 20 years
17.1%
Between 10 and 14 years
5.7%
Between 5 and 9 years
2.9%
Less than 5 years
31.4%
Answered QuesƟon
Skipped QuesƟon

28. How long have you owned a business ins Central Arkansas?

Answer OpƟons
Yes
No

27. Do you own a business in Central Arkansas?

Religious
Home Maker
Airline Pilot
Local Newspaper
Funeral Industry
Member

Response Count
8
14
1
1
16
3
43
227

Response Count
15
6
2
1
11
35
235

Response Count
33
234
267
3

2
3
1
1
1
1
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Response Count
1
1
1

242

44

Answer OpƟons
Neutral Impact on my business, I understand the need for protected airspace. I don’t mind taking extra
precau�ons or denying jobs near the Class C ring.
Great people that purchase and rent homes
Airmen and federal employees on base are my No. 1 customers.
N/A, dont own a business
We get military reunions, dining out, Christmas Par�es, guest rooms and patrons that visit our restaurants.
Again, constant turnover.
I own Marshall Road Pharmacy and due to Express Scripts forcing the par�cipants to mail out their prescrip�ons this has had a very nega�ve impact on my business to the loss of approximately 50% or more
of my business. I am sure the other pharmacies in the area have experienced this nega�ve impact also
Impacts are all posi�ve. Re�ree community is suppor�ve.
Lawncare for oﬀ base airmen
FFL dealer since 2003. Ac�vity dropped dras�cally when base started selling rearms and providing
concealed handgun carry license classes.
None directly
Being an accoun�ant it increase mine and others client bases
Servicemen/AF Employees bring business to my company.
The base brings in a diverse community to gain knowledge and experiences
We receive some business from oﬀ-duty personnel
n/a
Economic and popula�on
customer base
Several customers are USAF members
New home sales! Plumbing!
I’m in healthcare so no discernible impact.
It provides a diverse group as customers.
We have had excellent teachers, students, and families connected with LRAFB.
None
LRAFB brings a lot of customers to our business

Please describe any posiƟve, negaƟve, or other LiƩle Rock AFB impacts on your business.

Other
Response Percent
No business owned
2.3%
NA
2.3%
I have a drone business so LRF air2.3%
space considera�ons denitely impact
my ability to make money in a �mely
fashion
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267
3

122

48
65
48

Response Count
3
3

45

Response Percent
0.2%
0.4%
0.2%
0.2%

Response Percent
65.5%
24.9%
23.8%
20.3%
19.2%
22.2%
2.3%
Answered QuesƟon
Skipped QuesƟon
Other
EducaƟon Support
I don’t understand this quesƟon
NaƟonal Defense
Peripheral, general, due to two military family members

Answer OpƟons
Regional Economy
Personal Financial
Environmental
ConservaƟon
Safety and Noise
None
Other

Response Count
1
2
1
1

Response Count
171
65
62
53
50
58
11
261
9

31. What kinds of interests do you have in associaƟon with the military in this area? [You may choose
more than one]

Answer OpƟons
Response Percent
Currently on acƟve duty
1.1%
Current member of a naƟonal guard
1.1%
or reserves
Military veteran
18.0%
ReƟred military
24.3%
Spouse (including widow/widower)
18.0%
of acƟve duty, Reserve, NaƟonal
Guard, or reƟred military
None of the above
45.7%
Answered QuesƟon
Skipped QuesƟon

30. Are you uniformed military, a Veteran of the U.S. armed forces, or a military dependent? [You may
choose more than one.]

We own Linco Countertops so we do remodels and new construcƟon someƟmes for military people
who move in.
Not much- most of them live in other communiƟes and do not shop in Jacksonville. I have a few military members as customers, but not the majority of my clientele.
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0.2%
0.4%
0.2%
0.2%
0.2%

244

46

Answer OpƟons
Response Percent
Within 1 Mile
0.4%
Between 1 Mile and 3 Miles
0.8%
Between 3 Miles and 5 Miles
2.6%
More than 5 Miles
96.2%
Answered QuesƟon
Skipped QuesƟon

34. How far away do you live from the Blackjack Drop Zone?

Answer OpƟons
Response Percent
Within 1 Mile
2.3%
Between 1 Mile and 3 Miles
7.5%
Between 3 Miles and 5 Miles
14.7%
More than 5 Miles
75.6%
Answered QuesƟon
Skipped QuesƟon

33. How far ways do you live from Camp Robinson?

Answer OpƟons
Response Percent
Within 1 Mile
10.9%
Between 1 Mile and 3 Miles
16.2%
Between 3 Miles and 5 Miles
18.8%
More than 5 Miles
54.1%
Answered QuesƟon
Skipped QuesƟon

32. How far away do you live from LiƩle Rock AFB?

Boy Scouts
ReƟred Military
My grandson is assigned to the LRAFB
Safety, but no noise concern
Social

Response Count
1
2
7
256
266
4

Response Count
6
20
39
201
266
4

Response Count
29
43
50
144
266
4

1
2
1
1
1
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218
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General Comments
Thank full for having an Air Force base in our community.
The community loves and supports LRAFB. It would be happy to see the base grow, get more airmen,
more planes, more missions and prosper for another 65 years and beyond.
LRAFB and Cabot have been partners for many years. We have worked closely up un�l 2019 to ensure a mutually benecial rela�onship. In 2019, with a new mayor, this rela�onship has slipped but
the community rela�onship has con�nued to ourish. Cabot created a Military Aﬀairs sub-commi�ee
under the City Council. We are addressing the A.D.A. and special needs compliance yo more readily accommodate all military and civilian. We recently hosted a legisla�ve mee�ng with a joint House-Senate panel to discuss Veterans Suicide. We had a Veteran’s Day parade and have had annual Veteran’s Day and Memorial Day events each year. Most of Csbot is very cognizant of the importance of a
strong, posi�ve social, professional, and developmental rela�onship with LRAFB.
Love having the base here.
Both the Airforce and the Na�onal Guard bases in Arkansas make me feel safe and are a big contribu�on to the economy!
We love having LRAFB here, and work to make our communi�es be�er.
I sincerly hope this informa�on I have submi�ed will have and inuence on the survey
We are honored to have the Li�le rock air force base in our neighborhood. Thanks for you service!!!
li�le Rock Air Force Base is extremely important to the quality and quan�ty of life for this area.
Need to do whatever is necessary to keep both installa�ons open. Jacksonville & Cabot & a lot of
Sherwood will be severely aﬀected by closure.
Urgent need to develop safer re gh�ng chemicals. Assure highest quality and safe living environmrnt for service members and their families.
Keep up the good work. I 100% support the mission of Li�le Rock AFB and what it stands for.
The base is a tremendous asset to this community and central Arkansas. I’m a big supporter of the
base and military personnel.
MY NEIGHBORS, FRIENDS AND ANYONE I HAVE CONTACT WITH IN THE COMMUNITY ARE GRATEFUL
FOR HAVING THE BASES AND THE MILITARY PERSONNEL FROM THE BASES IN OUR COMMUNITY.
I support the base and community in which we have chosen to re�re, he from ac�ve duty and I
from civil service.
The sound of the planes remind me they are preparing to defend my freedom. Bring a ghter
squadron .
My father came here from TX in the 70s to work in missiles and chose to stay when he got out of
the AF. My father in law is re�red AF and moved back here 12 years ago and my husband served
four years. The AirBase has had a posi�ve impact on our community of Cabot and is the heart of
Jacksonville.
I believe that the city has beneted well from having the LRAFB here. I personally would like to see
expansion of its mission to include more Air Wing Commands. Growth is always benecial to both
the City and the LRAFB.

Answered Ques�on
Skipped Ques�on

35. If you would like, please enter any addiƟonal comments or feedback in the space below.
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I appreciate LRAFB and their con�nuing commitment to people and communi�es of central arkansas
The base is a vital part of the economy and the way of life in the area.
Li�le Rock Air Base is a major asset to the state of Arkansas (par�cularly central Arkansas), ranking with the impact of Walmart, Tyson, and J B Hunt trucking in northwest Arkansas. Any ac�on or
future plan which might risk the degrada�on of this asset, in any manner, must be resolved in favor
of the air base.
I think the base and the local communi�es need each other. I appreciate ge�ng to use the services
on base. Posi�ve economic impact.
more ac�vi�es for re�red bowling alley needs to be updated or a new one built for ac�ve duty and
their families
Bring back the golf course!
Need to add more ea�ng loca�ons oﬀ base as there are barely any on base.
I’m glad your here!!
We need our AFB to grow with all our communi�es and neighborhoods . It helps our school s and
our economy.
I consider the presence of Li�le Rock AFB in my town as a good thing.
I will be interested in the results of your survey.
I grew up in the ight path of C-130’s. I have lived on other ins�lla�on’s with many types of aircra�
as well. For whatever reason the sound gives me a sense of security . My daughters say they miss
that now that they have moved away. I see li�le kids poin�ng up and smiling when they go over.
This isn’t an annoyance ....you are watching and hearing your military work. I think it’s very cool!
reopen the base golf course and bring back more MWR assets
Happy to have LRAFB as a neighbor !
I’m the Mother of two USAF Re�rees. We relocated here from George AFB,CA. We live in North
Lakes. I’m re�red from teaching at Jacksonville High School.
Jacksonville was here before LRAFB, but LRAFB is the reason Jacksonville has had periods of economical success (1960’s, 70’s). Also the reason Jacksonville grew to a city & didn’t stay a town. It’s
gone downhill but through no fault of the base.
Just a sugges�on about this survey...next �me include the maps earlier in the ques�onnaire. I had
no idea where the Black Jack Drop Zone was so I had to change my answer once I learned.
I played golf at Deer Run golf Course for 35 years. I thought it was cruel and totally unnecessary to
shut it down.
I’ve lived in the ight paths of the c-130’s my en�re life, and honestly I love seeing them. It would
be strange if they didn’t pass over the house daily.
Love Li�le Rock Air Force Base!!
Love ya folks...happy combat vet. Puﬀ saved my ass.
I was happy to take part in your survey and would be willing to do it again.
Thanks for your service.
I love having the base close by
I truly appreciate the posi�ve impact and the con�nued need for Li�le Rock Air Force base in Jacksonville and the support for our na�onal security and global need.
I’ve never heard of Blackjack Drop Zone.
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My interacƟons with the base and it’s personnel have been highly posiƟve. Wonderful people! I
would like a reliable source for accurate informaƟon about what’s happening on the base.
Camp Robinson is more of a pain in terms of noise than LRAFB. When camp Robinson drops arƟllery it shakes the house and scares my dogs. They need to do a beƩer job of noƟfying people so we
don’t think we are under aƩack.
Hi
My son in law is ghter pilot at Hill AFB in Utah. They have social media links with the public and I
love it. There are amazing pictures, stories historical info.
I couldn’t imagine life without the noise of c130s. The noise doesn’t bother me, it does vibrate my
house. I have almost decided my property is a marker in the daily ight paths. As they y directly
over my house every day. Every small child that visits my house loves to sit on my porch and look at
the c130s y over! I also enjoy hearing the large rearms and bombs from Camp Robinson.
I appreciate the opportunity to parƟcipate in the LiƩle Rock Air Force CompaƟble Use Study Survey.
I enjoy the safety and security of being part of the LiƩle Rock Air Force Base Community. InteracƟng
with the service members is like being amongst family. Service members and their families enhance
communiƟes by parƟcipaƟon in local programs and projects. Would it be possible to either extend
the locaƟons of Combat AirliŌer newspaper dispensers? Military reƟrees oŌen prefer holding an
actual paper copy.
I appreciate the opportunity to parƟcipate in the LiƩle Rock Air Force CompaƟble Use Study Survey.
I enjoy the safety and security of being part of the LiƩle Rock Air Force Base Community. InteracƟng
with the service members is like being amongst family. Service members and their families enhance
communiƟes by parƟcipaƟon in local programs and projects. Would it be possible to either extend
the locaƟons of Combat AirliŌer newspaper dispensers? Military reƟrees oŌen prefer holding an
actual paper copy.
Oddly, the antenna for the TV doesn’t work when planes y by so TV watching can get really frustraƟng some nights when lots of planes are out.
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Overview of Local Planning, Zoning, and Subdivision Regulations
PLANNING & ZONING

JURISDICTION

Lonoke County

Military
Comprehensive, Military
Jurisdictional Zoning /
General, or Area Policies in
Overlay
Zoning
Plans
Plan
District

Civilian
Airport
District
Zoning

SUBDIVISION

MilitaryJurisdictional
Related
Subdivision
Subdivision
Regulations
Regulations

ETJ
Planning
Area
Adopted

EXTRATERRITORIAL AREAS
Boundary
Limits
(miles)

Zoning

Subdivision

Potential
Boundary
Conflict

Unincorporated
outside city ETJs

no

no

no

no

no

no

no

N/A

N/A

N/A

N/A

N/A

City of Austin

no

no

jurisdictionwide1

no

no

no

no

no

N/A

N/A

N/A

N/A

City of Cabot

no

no

jurisdictionwide

no

no

yes

no

N/A

N/A

N/A

N/A

N/A

Cabot ETJ

N/A

N/A

N/A

N/A

N/A

yes

N/A

yes

1

no

yes

No

no

no

yes

no

N/A

N/A

N/A

N/A

N/A

City of Lonoke

no

no

jurisdictionwide

Lonoke ETJ

N/A

N/A

N/A

N/A

N/A

yes

N/A

yes

1

no

yes

No

City of Ward

no

no

jurisdictionwide

no

no

yes

no

-

-

-

-

-

no

no

no

no

no

no

no

N/A

N/A

N/A

N/A

N/A

Unincorporated
outside city ETJs

*Area Plan

no

*partial

no

no

yes

no

N/A

N/A

N/A

N/A

N/A

City of Jacksonville

no

no

jurisdictionwide

yes

no

yes

no

N/A

N/A

N/A

N/A

N/A

Jacksonville ETJ

N/A

N/A

N/A

yes

N/A

yes

N/A

yes

1 mi. plus
APZ

AICUZOD

yes

Yes - with
Sherwood

City of Sherwood

yes

no

jurisdictionwide

yes

no

yes

no

N/A

N/A

N/A

N/A

N/A

Sherwood ETJ

yes

N/A

N/A

yes

N/A

yes

N/A

yes

1

AICUZOD

yes

Yes - with
Jacksonville

City of Maumelle

no

no

jurisdictionwide

no

no

yes

no

N/A

N/A

N/A

N/A

N/A

White County
Unincorporated
outside city ETJs

Pulaski County

Maumelle ETJ

N/A

N/A

N/A

N/A

N/A

yes

N/A

yes

1

no

yes

City of North Little Rock

yes

no

jurisdictionwide

Yes - with
North Little
Rock

no

yes

yes

no

N/A

N/A

N/A

N/A

N/A

North Little Rock ETJ

N/A

N/A

N/A

N/A

N/A

yes

N/A

yes

2

yes

yes

Yes - with
Maumelle

no

no

no

no

no

no

no

N/A

N/A

N/A

N/A

N/A

Faulkner County

Unincorporated
outside city ETJs

1
2

Zoning code currently being updated by MetroPlan
Lake Maumelle Watershed plans and codes

3

See Zoning Ordinance, Chapter 18.66

4

See Zoning Ordinance, Chapter 14.09
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Overview of Military Impacts
INSTALLATION / FACILITY THAT AFFECTS THE JURISDICTION
LRAFB

All-American Landing Zone

Imaginary
Flight Tracks
Surfaces

APZ

Noise

65 - 69 dB

OH, A/D, T

yes

no

no

no

yes

no

no

no

City of Austin

no

A/D

yes

no

no

no

yes

no

no

no

City of Cabot

65 - 69 dB

OH, A/D, T

yes

no

no

no

yes

no

no

no

Cabot ETJ

65 - 74 dB

OH, A/D, T

yes

APZ 2

no

no

yes

no

no

no

City of Lonoke

no

no

no

no

no

no

no

no

no

no

Lonoke ETJ

no

no

no

no

no

no

no

no

no

no

City of Ward

no

A/D

yes

no

no

no

yes

no

no

no

no

no

yes

no

no

no

yes

no

yes

yes

Unincorporated
outside city ETJs

65 - 69 dB

IH, C, OH,
A/D, T

yes

no

no

A/D

yes

no

no

no

City of Jacksonville

65 - 80+ dB

IH, C, OH,
A/D, T

yes

APZ 2

no

no

no

no

no

no

Jacksonville ETJ

65 - 80+ dB

IH, C, OH,
A/D, T

yes

APZ 1+2

no

no

no

no

no

no

City of Sherwood

65 - 69 dB

IH, C, OH,
A/D, T

yes

APZ 1+2

no

no

no

no

no

no

Sherwood ETJ

65 - 69 dB

IH, C, OH,
A/D, T

yes

APZ 1+2

no

no

no

no

no

no

City of Maumelle

no

no

yes

no

no

A/D (slight)

no

no

no

no

Maumelle ETJ

no

no

yes

no

no

A/D

yes

no

no

no

City of North Little Rock

no

OH, A/D

yes

no

no

no

no

no

no

no

North Little Rock ETJ

no

OH, A/D

yes

no

no

no

no

no

no

no

no

OH

yes

no

no

A/D

yes

no

no

yes

JURISDICTION

Noise

Lonoke County
Unincorporated
outside city ETJs

Imaginary
Flight Tracks
Surfaces

Blackjack Drop Zone
APZ

Drop Zone
Flight Tracks
Buffer

White County
Unincorporated
outside city ETJs

Pulaski County

Faulkner County

Unincorporated
outside city ETJs
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Appendix C:
Summary of
Recommendations

Procedural
Context

A. Comprehensive & Small Area
Planning
B. Zoning and General Code Provisions

Relative
Priority
Recommendation

Recommendation Description

Prepare AICUZ Overlay
Regulations within Pulaski
County, Lonoke County, and
Cabot

S

Arkansas DOT, Lonoke
County, Cabot, Pulaski
County, Jacksonville,
Sherwood, White County
D.3. Street Signage

Consider posting signage on roads within the CUS Study Area notifying the public
of potential Air Force impacts, including noise and accident potential and drop zone
buffers.

S

CUS Jurisdictions,
Make a notice available to indicate potential military impacts and sources of further
Arkansas Realtors
information and details, for purchasers or tenants of properties in noise, accident
Association, North Pulaski
potential, and airspace impact areas. Propose legislation to require notice or
Board of Realtors,
disclosure.
Arkansas Legislature

S

Prepare Purchaser and Tenant
D.2.
Awareness Disclosures

CUS Jurisdictions

S

Subdivision plats should include notice of potential military impacts, the potential
Prepare Regulatory Requirement for additional regulations to apply to the lots through zoning and building codes, CUS Jurisdictions with plat
and the source of further information and details on nearby operations at Little Rock
approval authority
for Plat Acknowledgements
AFB, Camp Robinson, or Blackjack.
For zoning and building permits submitted for properties located in the noise,
accident potential, and airspace impact areas, notice of potential military impacts,
potential additional regulations, and sources of further information and details
should be included on documentation provided to the applicant.

S

Ward, Austin, Cabot,
Jacksonville, Sherwood,
Maumelle, North Little
Rock, Lonoke

S

S

S

S

S

S

S

Timeframe

Provide Notice on Local Permit
D.1. Approval of Potential Military
Impacts on Property

C.1.

Lonoke County, Cabot,
and Pulaski County

Ward, Austin, Cabot,
Other than the City of Lonoke, and its ETJ, each CUS Jurisdiction has lands beneath
airspce or flight paths used by LRAFB, All-American Landing Zone, or Blackjack Drop Jacksonville, Sherwood,
Maumelle, North Little
Zone. Proposals for development - either through zoning or building permit
Rock, White County,
requests - should include verification that no structure or use will interfere with Air
Force air operations. More rural areas without comprehensive zoning or permitting Faulkner County, Pulaski
schemes may consider non-regulatory approaches.
County

In addition to Jacksonville and Sherwood, the following CUS Jurisdictions have
documented noise impact areas within its jurisdiction or ETJ and should adopt
appropriate zoning standards: Lonoke County (within Cabot's ETJs), Cabot and
Cabot ETJ, and Pulaski County.

When unincorporated lands are considered for annexation into the jurisdiction of a
Include Review of Military
city in the Study Area, the impacts from or on LRAFB operations should be
B.5. Impacts During Consideration of considered prior to final action. This puts the city, property owner, and base on
Annexation Applications
notice of relevant impacts and the implications of the requested application, if
approved.

Add Height and Interference
B.4. Review to Local Development
Review Processes

B.3.

City of Jacksonville
City of Sherwood

The AICUZ Overlays for the cities of Jacksonville and Sherwood, should be updated
Prepare Updates to Existing AICUZ
to reflect current Air Force compatibility guidance and Arkansas § 14-56-426
B.2. Overlay Regulations in Sherwood
statutory mandates and authorizations regarding the exercise of extraterritorial
and Jacksonville
zoning powers.

CUS Jurisdictions

Existing local government plans and policy documents should be revisited and
revised to ensure future economic development, planning, and industry plans
recognize the presence and impact of LRAFB on the economy and local land use
patterns.

City of Jacksonville
City of Sherwood

A.3. Prepare Updates to Other Policy
and Planning Documents

City of North Little Rock
City of Sherwood

Sherwood and North Little Rock have existing jurisdiction-wide comprehensive
plans. These should be revised to reflect the applicable findings and
recommendations of the 2020 Compatible Use Study.

City of Jacksonville
Pulaski County
City of Cabot

Responsible
Parties

The geographic extent of the existing AICUZ Overlay boundaries for the cities of
Prepare Updates to Existing AICUZ Jacksonville and Sherwood should be updated to reflect current noise contours, as
B.1. Overlay Boundaries in Sherwood well as the accident potential areas within each city's municipal and extraterritorial
(ETJ) boundaries, as applicable. With respect to the City of Jacksonville, these
and Jacksonville
extend greater than the statutory base 1-mile zoning powers.

Update Existing Comprehensive
A.2. Plans in Sherwood and North
Little Rock

The City of Jacksonville and Pulaski County should consider adoption of a statutory
comprehensive plan or, in the case of Pulaski County, expansion of planning
Prepare Comprehensive or Small
beyond the Lake Maumelle Watershed Planning Area. The Plan development
A.1. Area Plans in Pulaksi County,
process is an opportunity to deliberately address the direction and vision of the
Jacksonville, and Cabot
community for the next 10-20 years; a valuable exercise for a jurisdiction so closely
influenced by the presence of two military installations.

#

Planning Term: S (Short) = first 3 years; M (Mid) = next 10 years; L (Long) = next 20 years
Relative Priority: H = High (red); M = Medium (orange); L = Low (green)
Estimated Costs: $ = < $5,000; $$ = $5,000 to $25,000; $$$ = greater than $25,000

High

C. Subdivision
Regulations
D. Notice to Property Owners
& Occupants

High
High
Medium
High
High
High
High
High
High
High

254
Medium

KEY

$$

$

$

$$

$

$$

$$

$$

$$

$

$

$$

Est.
Costs

Local and State
Sources

Potential OEA
Funding

Potential OEA
Funding

Potential OEA
Funding

Potential OEA
Funding

Potential OEA
Funding

Potential OEA
Funding

Potential OEA
Funding

Potential OEA
Funding

Potential OEA
Funding

Potential OEA
Funding

Potential OEA
Funding

Funding Source
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Procedural
Context

A. Comprehensive & Small Area
Planning
E. Interagency Cooperation

Relative
Priority
Recommendation

Appoint
members
to a "CUS
Implementation
Committee"
to adoption
facilitate of a statutory
The
City of
Jacksonville
and Pulaski
County should
consider
implementationplan
of the
Recommendations
in Chapter
7 of theofCUS
report
comprehensive
or,CUS
in the
case of Pulaski County,
expansion
planning
and, if appropriate,
to applyWatershed
for OEA funding,
as available.
beyond
the Lake Maumelle
Planning
Area. The Plan development

Recommendation Description

Map extraterritorial areas that are both authorized and active under state statute so
CUS Jurisdictions, citizens, and stakeholders are readily aware of the geographic
extent of zoning and planning powers being exercised currently and follow
implementation of the CUS recommendations in Chapter 7.

LRAFB
CUS Jurisdictions

LRAFB
AEDC Military Affairs
Office

While the DCIP is an opportunity for military communities and the Department of
Evaluate Opportunities within the
Defense to share in the costs and benefits of capital/infrastructure projects, the Air
E.8. Air Force Community Partnerships
Force's Community Partnership Program (AFCP) facilitate partnerships built on
(AFCP) Program
shared resources and capabilities beyond infrastructure.

Coordinate with the Commanding Officers of Arkansas military installations and
with the Arkansas Economic Development Commission's Military Affairs office.
Consider regular meetings of the Commanding Officers from the state. Consider
E.9. Increase Statewide Coordination
statewide legislation or interagency agreements to facilitate statewide
coordination. Consider recommendation to create position of state-level grant
writer SME.

Perform Strategic Planning to
Stand Up a Readiness and
Environmental Protection
E.10.
Integration (REPI) Program with
Conservation and Community
Partners

Updates by LRAFB representatives to local governing bodies and planning
Formalize Protocol for Periodic
commissions of ongoing or anticipated future activities at LRAFB, Blackjack Drop
E.11. LRAFB Updates to Local
Zone, or the All-American Landing Zone should be consistently made and
Governments and the Community
formalized, perhaps as part of the Memorandum of Understanding (MOU).

LRAFB
CUS Jurisdictions

LRAFB

LRAFB
ARDOT
CUS Jurisdictions

The Defense Community Infrastructure Program (DCIP) Pilot Program kicked-off in
2020 but is expected to provide funding into the future for infrastructure that
supports a local military installation. Eligible projects will enhance military value,
resilience, or military family quality of life at the installation. Family quality of life
was prioritized during the Pilot phase in 2020.

Monitor Defense Community
Infrastructure Program for
E.7.
Funding Opportunities in the
Region

Seek specialized expertise and obtain education on REPI program fundamentals
and best practices, including information on project planning and real estate
execution requirements. Identify initial and ongoing leadership structure and
personnel needs for installation stakeholders to provide input, identify metrics, and
execute the program. Engage with potential eligible entity community partners to
identify interest in the program, geographic focus areas, and collaborative funding
opportunities. Engage with installation stakeholders and develop GIS maps that
prioritize partner focus areas and locations that support military readiness. Develop
a written REPI 5-year plan that identifies mission capabilities, encroachment
threats, a holistic encroachment mitigation strategy, a desired end state, and the
expected strategic benefit.

LRAFB
CUS Jurisdictions

Extenstions of growth-inducing infrastruture, like water, wastewater, or
transportation facilities should not be approved until the long-term impacts of the
planned improvements on LRAFB operations have been coordinated with LRAFB;
this is of particular importance within documented Noise and Accident Potential
Zones.

CUS Implementation
Committee, CUS
Jurisdictions

CUS Jurisdictions

Facilitate LRAFB Input Prior to
E.6. Local Approvals of New GrowthInducing Infrastructure

Prepare GIS Layers Illustrating
E.5. Extent of Local Government
Regulatory Authorities

TBD

City of Jacksonville
CUSofJurisdictions
City
Jacksonville
Pulaski County
City of Cabot

Responsible
Parties

Develop a Memorandum of Understanding (MOU) between LRAFB, CUS
Jurisdictions, and other stakeholders that will facilitate early and transparent
cooperation between LRAFB and other impacted parties, prior to and in conjunction LRAFB, CUS Jurisdictions,
with the existing development review processes. The MOU should address
ARDOT, AEDC, LRAFB
alternative mitigation and oversight requirements for jurisdictions without land use
Community Council
regulations; as well as an agreed-to framework of authorities as discussed in
Recommendation E.4. and E.5.

Prepare and seek support for revisions to A.C.A. § 14-56-426, and other affected
Prepare Legislative Revisions to
statutes, regarding the scope and nature of local government regulatory jurisdiction
E.4. Clarify Scope of Local Government
over areas impacted by LRAFB operations; particularly as relates to extraterritorial
Authorities
powers and overlapping areas of authority and impacts.

Prepare a Memorandum of
Understanding (MOU) for
E.3.
Regional Coordination with
LRAFB

process is an opportunity to deliberately address the direction and vision of the
community for the next 10-20 years; a valuable exercise for a jurisdiction so closely
The Arkansas Economic Development Commission (AEDC) administers the Military
influenced by the presence of two military installations.
Affairs Grant Program (MAGP), which funds selected projects that strengthen and
Seek Funding from State Military
E.2.
sustain Arkansas military installations, resulting in economic growth for the region.
Affairs Grant Program
Identify components of the CUS Implementation Plan that may be funded by MAGP
funding sources.

E.1.

Appoint CUS Implementation
Committee
Prepare
Comprehensive or Small
A.1. Area Plans in Pulaksi County,
Jacksonville, and Cabot

#

Planning Term: S (Short) = first 3 years; M (Mid) = next 10 years; L (Long) = next 20 years
Relative Priority: H = High (red); M = Medium (orange); L = Low (green)
Estimated Costs: $ = < $5,000; $$ = $5,000 to $25,000; $$$ = greater than $25,000
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Procedural
Context

A. Comprehensive & Small Area
Planning
F. Public Outreach & Communication
G. Ongoing Land Use Planning Activities

Relative
Priority
Recommendation
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LRAFB
CUS Jurisdictions
City of Jacksonville

The Memorandum of Understanding developed by the CUS Implementation
Committee (see above), should be maintained and revised as needed to reflect
changes in base operations, boundaries, or mission, as well as, changes in local
conditions or legal requirements off-base.

As the lead agency in the Compatible Use Study and in the CUS Implementation
Phase, the Policy Committee recommended the City of Jacksonville remain the
coordinating agency on regional military issues, providing staff support to the CUS
Implementation Committee and (following implementation) the standing “Military
Planning and Coordination Committee

Maintain Updated MOU for
G.2. Continued Community-Wide
Coordination

Support the Jacksonville
Economic & Cultural Alliance as
G.3. the coordinating agency for
ongoing Interagency
Coordination

City of Jacksonville

City of Jacksonville
LRAFB
CUS Jurisdictions

Establish a Military Planning and Coordination Committee (MPCC) to facilitate
ongoing planning and coordination after tools recommended in the 2020 CUS have
been approved. The MPCC will monitor the implementation of an MOU (see below).
The framework for operating the MPCC may be incorporated into the MOU or into a
separate set of bylaws.

Establish a Standing Military
G.1. Planning & Coordination
Committee

S

S

S

S

City of Jacksonville
City of Sherwood
Lonoke County
Pulaski County
City of Cabot

Make Noise Level Reduction (NLR) construction standards available to communities
and developers within documented noise zones, which help to mitigate or
Prepare Public Outreach Materials
F.4.
"attenuate" noise associated with military air operations and training; these would
for NLR Construction Standards
be available for use voluntarily for residential or non-residential developments, but
would not be mandatory or required by code.

S

S

Set Up Military Planning &
Coordination Website

F.2.

LRAFB
ARDOT
CUS Jurisdictions

CUS Implementation
Committee
LRAFB
CUS Jurisdictions

The Military Planning & Coordination Committee (Strategy below) should maintain
a website dedicated to provide information such as:
- the 2020 Compatible Use Study and related materials;
- anticipated changes in mission at LRAFB, when applicable
- GIS layers available to citizens in order to easily identify applicable regulations;
- downloadable brochures identifying regulations, policies, impact areas, and
points of contact;
- how to avoid land uses and land use activities (like drone use or Radio Frequency
Interference [RFI]) that would negatively impact air operations at LRAFB or AllAmerican Landing Zone;
- contact & reporting information for LRAFB.

S

S/M/L
S

Timeframe

Publicize federal requirements and FAQs related to the use of "drones" in the
Prepare Public Outreach Materials vicinity of LRAFB, All-American Landing Zone, and Blackjack Drop Zone; include
F.3. on Civilian UAS Regulations and links to FAA and other relevant federal agencies on MPCC website. Evaluate the
Risk Areas, Including Street Signs need for signage near the Installation and increased public awareness of how to
notify LRAFB of drone use within federally protected areas.

LRAFB

Supplement existing protocols regarding public reporting of noise and other
impacts from LRAFB. Include on LRAFB website the installation's point of contact,
policies, and timeframes for responding to inquiries.

City of LRAFB
Jacksonville
CUS
Jurisdictions
Pulaski
County
City of Cabot

Continue
pursue education
support
partnerships
and programs
withofthe
local
The
City oftoJacksonville
and Pulaski
County
should consider
adoption
a statutory
community; to remove
to employment
for military
spouses
and to provide
comprehensive
plan or,barriers
in the case
of Pulaski County,
expansion
of planning
opportunities
for Maumelle
military personnel
andPlanning
their dependents
become
engaged
beyond
the Lake
Watershed
Area. Theto
Plan
development
community
Consider
establishing
and the
innovation
to vision
offer of the
process
is anmembers.
opportunity
to deliberately
address
directionlaband
opportunities
collaboration.
community
forfor
thebase-community
next 10-20 years;
a valuable exercise for a jurisdiction so closely
influenced by the presence of two military installations.

Community Noise and Impact
Reporting

Responsible
Parties

Recommendation Description

F.1.

Continue to Pursue Initiatives for
Prepare Comprehensive or Small
E.12. Improved Quality of Life for
A.1. Area Plans in Pulaksi County,
Military Families
Jacksonville, and Cabot

#

Planning Term: S (Short) = first 3 years; M (Mid) = next 10 years; L (Long) = next 20 years
Relative Priority: H = High (red); M = Medium (orange); L = Low (green)
Estimated Costs: $ = < $5,000; $$ = $5,000 to $25,000; $$$ = greater than $25,000
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Appendix D:
Key State Statutes

Subchapter 4 — Municipal Planning

Title 14 Local Government
Subchapter 4 — Municipal Planning

(B) If the territorial limits of two (2) or more municipalities conflict, the limits of their

subchapter shall not exceed the limits stated under this subsection.

(A) The territorial jurisdiction of the governing body of a municipality for the purpose of this

(1)

(a)

Subtitle 3. Municipal
Chapter 56 Municipal Building and Zoning Regulations —

14-56-413. Territorial jurisdiction.

Planning

Government

AR - Arkansas Code Annotated

Session (through all legislation enacted and approved in 2020)

Current through all legislation of the 2020 First Extraordinary Session and the 2020 Fiscal

Copy Citation

A.C.A. § 14-56-413

(4) Cities now having an eight thousand (8,000) population or more and situated on a

(B) Shall not exercise any zoning authority outside the corporate limits.

limits; and

(A) Shall have a jurisdictional area that does not exceed one (1) mile beyond the corporate

(3) Cities having a population of eight thousand (8,000) persons or less:

over the area.

not located and the approval of the governing bodies of all other cities having zoning authority

wherein it is located without the approval of the quorum court of the county wherein the city is

(150,000) persons shall exercise any zoning authority outside the boundaries of the county

(ii) Upon July 3, 1989, no city with a population in excess of one hundred fifty thousand

area will be three (3) miles beyond the corporate limits.

(i) For cities of one hundred fifty thousand (150,000) population and greater, the jurisdictional

(C)

the jurisdictional area will be two (2) miles beyond the corporate limits; and

(B) For cities of sixty thousand (60,000) to one hundred fifty thousand (150,000) population,

area will be one (1) mile beyond the corporate limits;

(A) For cities of eight thousand (8,000) to sixty thousand (60,000) population, the jurisdictional

outside their corporate limits as follows:

population or more shall have the authority to administer and enforce planning ordinances

(2) In addition to the powers under this subchapter, cities now having eight thousand (8,000)

the respective municipalities.

respective territorial jurisdictions shall be a line equidistant between them, or as agreed on by

(B) If the territorial limits of two (2) or more municipalities conflict, the limits of their

subchapter shall not exceed the limits stated under this subsection.

Document: A.C.A. § 14-56-413
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Subtitle 3. Municipal

(A) The territorial jurisdiction of the governing body of a municipality for the purpose of this

(1)

(a)

14-56-413. Territorial jurisdiction.

Planning

Title 14 Local Government

Chapter 56 Municipal Building and Zoning Regulations —

AR - Arkansas Code Annotated
Government
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Subchapter 4 — Municipal Planning

Subtitle 3. Municipal

Title 14 Local Government

Subtitle 3. Municipal
Subchapter 4 — Municipal Planning

Chapter 56 Municipal Building and Zoning Regulations —

corporate limits, future uses on property that might be hazardous to aircraft operation shall be

Force military installation shall enact a city ordinance specifying that within five (5) miles of the

(a) A city of the first class in this state within five (5) miles of an active-duty United States Air

14-56-426. Control of property use — Proximity to military
installation.

Planning

Government

AR - Arkansas Code Annotated

Session (through all legislation enacted and approved in 2020)

Current through all legislation of the 2020 First Extraordinary Session and the 2020 Fiscal

Copy Citation

A.C.A. § 14-56-426

in area, provided that future construction shall comply with Guidelines for the Sound Insulation

(e) The ordinance shall not prohibit single-family residential use on tracts one (1) acre or more

with a view toward protection of the public and maintenance of safe aircraft operations.

(2) Interpretations of such an ordinance shall take into account recommendations or studies

States Air Force.

Use Zone Study for Little Rock Air Force Base, dated June 2011 and prepared by the United

(1) The ordinance shall be consistent with recommendations in the Air Installation Compatible

(d)

height restriction criteria of Federal Aviation Regulation, 14 C.F.R. Part 77, Subpart C.

(c) The ordinance shall restrict or prohibit future uses within the five-mile area that violate the

(6) Expose persons to noise greater than sixty-five (65) decibels.

surfaces; or

(5) Provide for structures within ten feet (10′) of aircraft approach, departure, or transitional

maintenance of feeding stations, or the growing of certain vegetation;

(4) Attract birds or waterfowl, including, but not limited to, the operation of sanitary landfills,

navigational equipment;

(3) Produce electrical emissions that would interfere with aircraft communications systems or

with pilot vision;

(2) Produce light emissions, either direct or indirect, that are reflective and that would interfere

the operation of aircraft, i.e., steam, dust, or smoke;

(1) Release into the air any substance that would impair visibility or otherwise interfere with

(b) The ordinance shall restrict or prohibit future uses within the five-mile area which:

restricted or prohibited.

corporate limits, future uses on property that might be hazardous to aircraft operation shall be

Force military installation shall enact a city ordinance specifying that within five (5) miles of the

(a) A city of the first class in this state within five (5) miles of an active-duty United States Air

Document: A.C.A. § 14-56-426
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Title 14 Local Government

Chapter 56 Municipal Building and Zoning Regulations —

14-56-426. Control of property use — Proximity to military
installation.

Planning

Government
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Copyright © 2020 by the State of Arkansas All rights reserved

Arkansas Code of 1987 Annotated Official Edition

Acts 1955, No. 401, § 1; A.S.A. 1947, § 74-313.

History

limitation, buildings, towers, smokestacks, and overhead transmission lines.

(5) “Structure” means any object constructed or installed by man including, but without

or other similar representative thereof; and

association, joint-stock association, or body politic and includes any trustee, receiver, assignee,

(4) “Person” means any individual, firm, copartnership, public or private corporation, company,

any United States airport;

(3) “City” means any city whose territorial limits are within fifty thousand feet (50,000′) from

(2) “County” means a county within whose borders there is any part of a United States airport;

government, any part of which is located within the State of Arkansas;

(1) “United States airport” means any United States airport owned or operated by the federal

As used in this subchapter, unless the context otherwise requires:

Subchapter 3 — United States

Government

Chapter 363 Airport Zoning

14-363-301. Definitions.

Airports

Facilities Generally

Copyright
© 2020 by
the State
of Arkansas All
rights14
reserved
AR - Arkansas
Code
Annotated
Title
Local

Arkansas Code of 1987 Annotated Official Edition

Session (through all legislation enacted and approved in 2020)

Current through all legislation of the 2020 First Extraordinary Session and the 2020 Fiscal

Acts 1955, No. 401, § 1; A.S.A. 1947, § 74-313.

History

limitation, buildings, towers, smokestacks, and overhead transmission lines.

(5) “Structure” means any object constructed or installed by man including, but without

!

or other
similar representative thereof; and
Document: A.C.A.
§ 14-363-301

association, joint-stock association, or body politic and includes any trustee, receiver, assignee,

(4) “Person” means any individual, firm, copartnership, public or private corporation, company,

any United States airport;

(3) “City” means any city whose territorial limits are within fifty thousand feet (50,000′) from

(2) “County” means a county within whose borders there is any part of a United States airport;

government, any part of which is located within the State of Arkansas;

(1) “United States airport” means any United States airport owned or operated by the federal

As used in this subchapter, unless the context otherwise requires:

Subchapter 3 — United States

Title 14 Local Government

Chapter 363 Airport Zoning

14-363-301. Definitions.

Airports

Facilities Generally

AR - Arkansas Code Annotated
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(3) “City” means any city whose territorial limits are within fifty thousand feet (50,000′) from

(2) “County” means a county within whose borders there is any part of a United States airport;

government, any part of which is located within the State of Arkansas;

(1) “United States airport” means any United States airport owned or operated by the federal

As used in this subchapter, unless the context otherwise requires:

Subchapter 3 — United States

Title 14 Local Government
Chapter 363 Airport Zoning

14-363-301. Definitions.

Airports

Facilities Generally
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History

limitation, buildings, towers, smokestacks, and overhead transmission lines.

(5) “Structure” means any object constructed or installed by man including, but without

or other similar representative thereof; and

association, joint-stock association, or body politic and includes any trustee, receiver, assignee,

(4) “Person” means any individual, firm, copartnership, public or private corporation, company,

any United States airport;

(3) “City” means any city whose territorial limits are within fifty thousand feet (50,000′) from

(2) “County” means a county within whose borders there is any part of a United States airport;

government, any part of which is located within the State of Arkansas;

(1) “United States airport” means any United States airport owned or operated by the federal

As used in this subchapter, unless the context otherwise requires:

Subchapter 3 — United States

Title 14 Local Government

Chapter 363 Airport Zoning

14-363-301. Definitions.
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limitation, buildings, towers, smokestacks, and overhead transmission lines.

(5) “Structure” means any object constructed or installed by man including, but without

or other similar representative thereof; and

association, joint-stock association, or body politic and includes any trustee, receiver, assignee,

(4) “Person” means any individual, firm, copartnership, public or private corporation, company,

any United States airport;

(3) “City” means any city whose territorial limits are within fifty thousand feet (50,000′) from

(2) “County” means a county within whose borders there is any part of a United States airport;

government, any part of which is located within the State of Arkansas;

(1) “United States airport” means any United States airport owned or operated by the federal

As used in this subchapter, unless the context otherwise requires:

Subchapter 3 — United States

Title 14 Local Government

Chapter 363 Airport Zoning

14-363-301. Definitions.
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limitation, buildings, towers, smokestacks, and overhead transmission lines.

(5) “Structure” means any object constructed or installed by man including, but without

or other similar representative thereof; and

association, joint-stock association, or body politic and includes any trustee, receiver, assignee,

(4) “Person” means any individual, firm, copartnership, public or private corporation, company,

any United States airport;

(3) “City” means any city whose territorial limits are within fifty thousand feet (50,000′) from

(2) “County” means a county within whose borders there is any part of a United States airport;

government, any part of which is located within the State of Arkansas;

(1) “United States airport” means any United States airport owned or operated by the federal

As used in this subchapter, unless the context otherwise requires:
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limitation, buildings, towers, smokestacks, and overhead transmission lines.

(5) “Structure” means any object constructed or installed by man including, but without

or other similar representative thereof; and

association, joint-stock association, or body politic and includes any trustee, receiver, assignee,

(4) “Person” means any individual, firm, copartnership, public or private corporation, company,

any United States airport;

(3) “City” means any city whose territorial limits are within fifty thousand feet (50,000′) from

(2) “County” means a county within whose borders there is any part of a United States airport;

government, any part of which is located within the State of Arkansas;

(1) “United States airport” means any United States airport owned or operated by the federal

As used in this subchapter, unless the context otherwise requires:

Subchapter 3 — United States

Title 14 Local Government
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limitation, buildings, towers, smokestacks, and overhead transmission lines.

(5) “Structure” means any object constructed or installed by man including, but without

or other similar representative thereof; and

association, joint-stock association, or body politic and includes any trustee, receiver, assignee,

(4) “Person” means any individual, firm, copartnership, public or private corporation, company,

any United States airport;

(3) “City” means any city whose territorial limits are within fifty thousand feet (50,000′) from

(2) “County” means a county within whose borders there is any part of a United States airport;

government, any part of which is located within the State of Arkansas;

(1) “United States airport” means any United States airport owned or operated by the federal
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government, any part of which is located within the State of Arkansas;
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General Purpose and Intent

General Purpose and Intent
Air Installation Compatible Use Zone Overlay District (AICUZOD)

Air Installation Compatible Use Zone Overlay District (AICUZOD) 37

273
37

Page 52 of 111

Entire subsection added by Ordinance 1744 – Adopted July 23, 2007

10/26/2018

2. Low Density - Use of or a condition upon which there exist a small number of residents per property

1. Hazardous Interference - Any Use, condition, or operation which creates a level of disturbance so great
as to inhibit, prevent, or prohibit the safe operation of aircraft arriving into or departing from LRAFB.

C. Definitions

Unless otherwise restricted by applicable regulations, ordinances, laws, or legislative action, the provisions of
this Section shall apply to the future development and the use of all real property and Airfield Control Surfaces
lying within the City of Sherwood Planning Territorial Jurisdiction, more particularly identified as the Clear Zone,
and Accident Potential Zones One and Two (APZ I & II). This application will include those properties lying
within and outside of the corporate limits of the City of Sherwood, as authorized under Arkansas law [ACA§§
14-56-201 et.aI., 14·56-301 et. al., 14-56-401 et. aI., and 14-56-413(a)(I)(A). However, no conditions and/or uses
of real property, including, but not limited to, existing recorded subdivision developments within the AICUZOD
in existence at the time of passage of Ordinance 1744 shall be construed as a violation of the terms of said
Ordinance for as long as said condition and/or use remains in existence. This would include structure(s)
damaged and/or destroyed in the future as long as the principal purpose and use of said property is not altered
by the modification/reconstruction of said structure(s).

B. Applicability

4. preserve and enhance the economic value of the property within the AICUZOD;

3. address environmental concerns created by violations of AICUZOD provisions;

2. provide for the health, safety and welfare of the citizens through enactment and enforcement of
ordinances and regulations in compliance with Arkansas law and the Air Installation Compatible Use
Zone (AICUZ) study for Little Rock Air Force Base (LRAFB);

1. comply with Arkansas laws [Act 530 of 1995 and Act 605 of 2017);

The purposes of Air Installation Compatible Use Zone Overlay District (AICUZOD) shall be to:

A. General Purpose and Intent

14.09.02.

The purpose of an overlay district is to allow for the application of specific regulations to a distinct geographic
area. The geographic area warrants special consideration due to a unique situation where some departure from
the requirements of the underlying zoning district are impractical or where a unique public purpose is required.
The effect of an overlay district will be to encourage property development which will maintain the unique
and/or desired characteristics of the area. It is the intent of this chapter to provide an instrument for
establishing different types of overlay districts.

14.09.01

14.09.01
14.09.02

Sections:

CHAPTER 14.09. OVERLAY DISTRICTS
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2. Low Density - Use of or a condition upon which there exist a small number of residents per property

1. Hazardous Interference - Any Use, condition, or operation which creates a level of disturbance so great
as to inhibit, prevent, or prohibit the safe operation of aircraft arriving into or departing from LRAFB.

C. Definitions

Unless otherwise restricted by applicable regulations, ordinances, laws, or legislative action, the provisions of
this Section shall apply to the future development and the use of all real property and Airfield Control Surfaces
lying within the City of Sherwood Planning Territorial Jurisdiction, more particularly identified as the Clear Zone,
and Accident Potential Zones One and Two (APZ I & II). This application will include those properties lying
within and outside of the corporate limits of the City of Sherwood, as authorized under Arkansas law [ACA§§
14-56-201 et.aI., 14·56-301 et. al., 14-56-401 et. aI., and 14-56-413(a)(I)(A). However, no conditions and/or uses
of real property, including, but not limited to, existing recorded subdivision developments within the AICUZOD
in existence at the time of passage of Ordinance 1744 shall be construed as a violation of the terms of said
Ordinance for as long as said condition and/or use remains in existence. This would include structure(s)
damaged and/or destroyed in the future as long as the principal purpose and use of said property is not altered
by the modification/reconstruction of said structure(s).

B. Applicability

4. preserve and enhance the economic value of the property within the AICUZOD;

3. address environmental concerns created by violations of AICUZOD provisions;

2. provide for the health, safety and welfare of the citizens through enactment and enforcement of
ordinances and regulations in compliance with Arkansas law and the Air Installation Compatible Use
Zone (AICUZ) study for Little Rock Air Force Base (LRAFB);

1. comply with Arkansas laws [Act 530 of 1995 and Act 605 of 2017);

The purposes of Air Installation Compatible Use Zone Overlay District (AICUZOD) shall be to:

A. General Purpose and Intent

14.09.02.

The purpose of an overlay district is to allow for the application of specific regulations to a distinct geographic
area. The geographic area warrants special consideration due to a unique situation where some departure from
the requirements of the underlying zoning district are impractical or where a unique public purpose is required.
The effect of an overlay district will be to encourage property development which will maintain the unique
and/or desired characteristics of the area. It is the intent of this chapter to provide an instrument for
establishing different types of overlay districts.
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